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Christian formation  
 
Sunday, September 14th, begins our for-
mal Sunday School classes at 9:30 am.  
 
Pre-k and K students will gather with Lois 
Schroeder. Elementary age students will 
meet with Donna Combs and Kristine 
Florio. These classes will focus on favorite 
bible stories and how each of them touch 
our lives using music, crafts and more.  
 
Christian formation for Junior/Senior 
High students will continue to move out of 
the classroom toward a more experiential 
approach as recommended by experts in 
the field. Our revised program will include 
lots of meaningful, fun activity and will 
meet most weekends, but expect some  
 
                                 Continued on page 2 

Rally Day! September 7th!  
 
We kick off our Sunday school year with 
another “God’s Work – Our Hands Day.” 
There will be volunteer opportunities in 
the community scheduled for September 
1-7 as well as that day. (To be announced.)  
 
A “fall freshener” of the building will also 
be performed to help better welcome our 
fall visitors.  
 
Our special guest at worship will be Ellen 
Hinlicky of the Virginia Synod. As part of 
Lutheran Partners in Mission program, 
she oversees the work of the Mission Office 
for Planned Giving and the United Lu-
theran Appeal. The goal of the partnership 
is to connect the congregations of the Vir-
ginia Synod ELCA with those institutions 
and agencies which are doing God’s work 
in the world on their behalf.  
 
We might even have a few surprises in 
store. So come on out for Rally Day 2014, 
and bring a friend! 
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Christian formation  
Continued from page 1 
 
field trips and weekday excitement as well. 
(Schedule and events to be published 
soon.)  
 
Adults and any interested teens are invited 
to an inter-generational study most Sun-
days at 9:30 am. In response to requests, 
our opening sessions will be “Praying with 
the Large Catechism” led by Pastor Lou. 
More than an academic review, it is hoped 
that it will inspire you to live out your faith 
more boldly and intimately with God.  
 
The Rev. Dr. Howard Thime will return to 
teach a class on Jesus’ parables, Sunday, 
October 19th through Sunday, November 
23rd.   
 
At other times, look for the return of our 
many Bible studies and book groups. We 
even have new seminary based courses to 
offer you through the Virginia Synod’s 
ACTS classes or Sewanee’s EfM group.  
 
To top it off, we will offer more on-line 
classes available through ChurchNext.tv 
for those on the go.  
 

CreationFest is almost here… 
 
Save the date for our annual craft fair and 
pet blessing where we celebrate God’s con-
tinuing creative work in our lives and com-
munity. We’ll have crafters, artists and 
more fun for the entire family on Saturday, 
October 4th. If you or someone you know 
would like to rent a table as a vendor, 
please contact our office. Applications are 
available now.  
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Pastor’s letter: 

Harvest time 
 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, 
The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few.     
(Matthew 9:37) 
 
It is harvest time again! After a milder 
summer with a good amount of rain, I see 
many gardens overflowing. Nearly a ton of 
fresh vegetables have been harvested in All 
Souls’ community garden alone to feed our 
hungry neighbors. More is likely to be har-
vested throughout September. We are 
blessed to share in that effort as well as 
that of our community food pantry, MCEF.  
 
Yet, we have neighbors who hunger for 
much more than food. In the upcoming 
months, we’ll need to feed the souls of 
those participating in worship, as well as 
others longing for the word of God through 
our Christian formation programs and wit-
ness. We’ll be asked to help Hanover Habi-
tat in its mission to provide affordable, 
quality homes to our neighbors. We’ll seek 
to help the Gideon’s comfort and enrich 
travelers, military members and others by 
providing Bibles. We’ll be feeding the intel-
lect, heads, hearts and stomachs of our 
preschool and after school students. We’ll 
be actively preparing our house of faith to 
better welcome those with physical and 
intellectual disabilities. At times, we’ll be 
visiting the sick, suffering and dying. At 
other times, we’ll celebrate God’s creation 
through arts and crafts as well as our 
pets. At all times, we’ll continue to walk 
with our homeless brothers and sisters – 
especially those in our congregation - to-
ward greater stability and renewal. This is 
just a short list of the harvest our shared 
ministry yields all year long. As busy as it 
may get, we are asked by Jesus to love one 
another, so we’ll plan to have some fun 
together too.    
 
I once saw a sign that said, “Church is a 
verb.” As a past English major, I can’t 

strictly agree with that, but I do agree 
wholeheartedly with the sentiment. We are 
the church. We were created to be living, 
growing beings who share a living, growing 
faith in active community. We are God’s 
hands and feet, and our faces shine upon 
others with the love of God.  
 
If you have been away, distracted, or just 
plain unavailable, think about returning 
once again to the mission field with us. We 
invite you to worship, bible study, prayer 
and service, but I think you’ll find it filled 
with fellowship and fun. Your life will be 
enriched along with the lives of others. It 
is as scripture tells us, “Faith without 
works is dead.” Instead, Jesus’ desires to 
offer us an abundant life; one so full of 
love that it overflows to bless the lives of 
others. It will even be sued to usher in the 
kingdom of God.  
 
Trust that our labor together will not be in 
vain, for it is God who sends us. Why not 
come, taste and see? Why not have your 
vision and sense of family and purpose re-
newed?  
 
Welcome back to another year at Messiah 
Lutheran. Let’s roll up our sleeves and get 
to work.  
 
Pastor Lou 

@MessiahMech 
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Confirmation Class to form 
 
If you are in 7th Grade through high 
school and are interested in attending con-
firmation, please contact Pastor Lou. Our 
class will run from Reformation Sunday, 
October 26, 2014 through Reformation 
Sunday, October 25, 2015. It will include 
required regularly scheduled gatherings 
(on varied Sundays and weeknights), sum-
mer activities and field trips, along with 
on-line participation. Members of this 
class will be expected to remain active in 
the life and mission of the church, and 
homework will be assigned at times. A 
ministry ride-along with Pastor Lou will 
also be offered.  
 
If interested, please contact Pastor Lou.  

 

Recycle your newspapers 
in the container near to 
the garage.  

It’s not just for kids! 
 
We are blessed to have a short children’s 
church activity each week during our sec-
ond service called Gospel Fun Time. This 
time together out of the sanctuary is both 
productive and fun. We learn further 
about the weekly Bible story through 
crafts, games and more. It helps our 
youngest members engage the worship ex-
perience more deeply. (Many parents say 
that they appreciate this chance to focus 
better on the sermon as well.) In short, our 
children (and parents) love it!  
 
Tracey Anderson creatively coordinates 
this program, but she and the kids need 
our help. Come sign-up at our welcome 
table to serve as an adult leader for any 
one Sunday – alone or with a friend. The 
program is pre-packaged for you and 
ready to go. You’ll be surprised how much 
fun you have, and you will likely learn a 
thing or two about the love of God as well.  

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 

Education for Ministry (EfM) 
 
Every baptized person is called to minis-
try. The Education for Ministry (EfM) pro-
gram provides all people with the educa-
tion to carry out that ministry. Developed 
by the School of Theology at Sewanee, EfM 
consists of a small group people who 
prayerfully read, study and discuss ideas 
about the Bible, church history, theology 
and world religions. There is a cost associ-
ated with the class, but scholarships are 
available.  
 
Enrollment is now open for a new seminar 
group meeting in Mechanicsville. The first 
meeting will be in early October at the At-
lee House. The group will meet weekly 
through early June 2015.  Dates and time 
will be determined by the group.   
 
For more information, contact Carol Sut-
ton-Abaire at cesabaire@gmail.com  or 
804-227-3735, or visit www.sewanee.edu/
EFM. 
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Adam Dworak, Sr.; Bob Griffin; Mary 
Key; Pat Motley; Lisa Ravizza; Dick 
Wright; Evelyn Wright; ; Carolyn Crom-
well, friend of Judy Schwerdtfeger; Family 
& Friends of Debby Donahoe, relative of 
the Collies and JoAn Firebaugh; Cath-
erine Drazenovich, John’s mother; Gary 
Dudley, cousin of the Schwerdtfegers; 
Jonathan Eacho, friend of Charlie & Judy 
Schwerdtfeger; Nicole Harmann, friend of 
Jenn Drazenovich; Cheryl Jones, daugh-
ter of the Schwerdtfegers; Angie Larson, 
friend of Charlie Schwerdtfeger; DeAnn 
Miller, Jenn Drazenovich’s cousin; Mary 
Ann Modlin, friend of Judy Schwerdtfeger; 
Rev. Samuel Mozolak, father of Karen & 
Michael Morris; Annette Pfohl, friend of 
Messiah; Chauncey Radke, cousin of 
Jenn Drazenovich; Richard Radke, father 
of Jenn Drazenovich; Tarasia Remhoff, 
friend of the Florios; Betty Schmick, wife 
of Rev. Vic Schmick; Kathleen 
Schw erdtfeger, mother of Charlie 
Schwerdtfeger; Gene Sparks, friend of 
Barbara Gaskill; The People & Pastor of 
All Souls, and our shared ministry; All 
those persecuted in any way for their 
faith in Christ. And for those serving in 
the armed forces: Kyle Carag, Chris 
Cholet, Michael Knepper, Joshua Nor-
rell , and LJ Spray. 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134. If leaving a message, please include 
your contact information for follow-up. 
Unless we hear otherwise, names will 
be removed quarterly 

Sept. 2  Amy Delph 
         3  John DiGrazia 
         3  Charlie Schwerdtfeger 
         8  Dean Gustafson 
         8  Beth Carpenter 
       10  Sheila Whirley 
       15  Paul Knab 
       23  Kirsten Combs 
       24  Roberta McMillen 
       26  Jeff Weaver 
       28  (Ernest Cheatham) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sept. 11  Jessica (& Ernest) Cheatham 
         28  Bill & Chrisann Hatfield 
         30  Jean (& John) Martin 
 
 
If you would like YOUR birthdays & an-
niversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to 
susiew51@comcast.net OR to of-
fice@mlcas.org or call Davina (746-7134). 
 

Are YOU InSync? 
 
Messiah’s InSync  group invites you sing-
ers to join us in singing contemporary 
Christian music in our “blended” service at 
11 am. If you love to sing, can commit to 
practices once per week, and the Spirit is 
speaking, then we would love to hear from 
you. Contact Donna Shaw , Susie Weaver, 
or any member of InSync, or mention it to 
Pastor Lou, if you are interested. 
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Calendar of events  
 
1   Labor Day 
     MESSIAH CLOSED FOR LABOR DAY 
     10:30 AM Worship at Hanover Adult 
          Center - POSTPONED 
2 Commemoration of Nikolai Frederik 
          Severin Grundtvig, Bishop 
          & Renewer of the Church 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
4   11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
5   Pastor's Day Off 
6 ChurchNext Class: Introducing the 
          Gospels with Michael Card (Ends) 
     Roanoke College Lutheran Visit Day 
7 9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
          (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     11:00 AM Rally Day Worship Service 
          (Messiah Lutheran - Blended) 
     12:30 PM "God's Work - Our Hands 
          Day" Event 
8   9:30 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting 
     7:00 PM MCEF Annual Meeting * 
9 Commemoration of Peter Claver,  
          Missionary 
     7:30 AM Pastor@VCC * 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
10  Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
     10:30 AM Worship @  
           Hanover Adult Ctr. 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
11  Patriot Day 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 

12  Pastor's Day Off 
13 Commemoration of John Chrysostom, 
          Bishop of Constantinople 
14  Holy Cross Day 
     8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Trad.) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
          (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend) 
15  NYG (Detroit 2015) Registration Opens 
     9:30 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
     5:00 PM MCEF Pizza Night 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting 
     6:30 PM School Board Meeting 
16 Commemoration of Cyprian, Bishop of  
          Carthage and Martyr 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
17 Commemoration of Hildegard, Abbess  
          of Bingen 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
18  Commemoration of Dag Hammarskjöld 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
19  National POW/MIA Recongition Day 
     Pastor's Day Off 
21  Feast of Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 
     Manna Sunday for MCEF 
     8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Trad.) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
          (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend) 
22  9:30 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting 
23  First Day of Autumn 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     7:00 PM Pastor@FLCV Meeting * 
24  Local Remembrance: Dr. Seuss 
     5:30 PM Pastor @ VCC Board Meeting  
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
25  Catechumenate Training Event * 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
26  Catechumenate Training Event * 
     Pastor's Day Off 
27  Catechumenate Training Event * 
     Habitat's Harvest Hunt 
28  8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Trad.) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
          (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend) 
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29  Feast of Michael & All Angels 
     Happy National Coffee Day! 
     9:30 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting 
30 Commemoration of Jerome, Translator 
          & Teacher 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
           
 
* Off site      

Art and crafts with a mission 
 
You may have seen articles in the 
newsletter asking you, the artists 
and crafts makers, to consider directing 
your God-given gifts toward a greater pur-
pose. A couple of people have expressed 
interest, but I think  that maybe some of 
you are still on the fence.  
 
On Rally Day/God’s Work/Our Hands 
Sunday, Sept. 7th, let’s get together after 
church and do a project. It will be some-
thing that everyone can contribute to and 
something that will be mission-targeted. 
And then maybe we can talk about what 
you imagine we might do as individuals 
and/or as a group. We’ll spend about an 
hour together. 
 
Contact Susie  Weaver (559-3503), if you 
have questions or want to talk about it or 
email susiew51@comcast.net  

 Habitat Build Day 
 
Another Habitat build day is being organ-
ized for Thursday, September 4th. If you 
would like to participate, please contact 
Kevin Hendrickson as soon as possible. 

 
Youth: Harvest Hunt Returns! 
 
Hanover Habitat for Humanity will be 
hosting its 2nd Annual Harvest Hunt on 
Saturday, September 27th. The Harvest 
Hunt is a social-media based scavenger 
hunt fundraiser, which supports Hanover 
Habitat’s mission to build affordable hous-
ing for deserving families in Hanover 
County. Last year, our combined youth 
group came in second winning several 
hundred dollars in prizes for future group 
events. If interested in participating, speak 
with Pastor Lou. 

New Fall A.C.T.S. Class  
 
The Ambassadors Community 
for Theological Study (ACTS) is intended 
to enrich and equip laity for intentional 
service as ambassadors for Christ in 
homes, churches, and in their communi-
ties. It provides comprehensive exposure 
to the foundations of Lutheran faith 
through classroom and experiential edu-
cation.  
 
The 2014 ACTS fall course “Biblical Au-
thority in Matters of Faith and Conduct,” 
will be held on October 4 and November 
8.  This course will be led by author and 
scholar, the Rev. Dr. Mark Allan Powell. 
Lutherans maintain that the Bible is the 
Word of God and that it is their only au-
thoritative norm for matters of faith and 
conduct. But what do we do when every-
one seems to quote the Bible and claim 
that God is on their side?  
 
The large class will meet with Dr. Powell 
in Waynesboro on October 4th and No-
vember 8th. Five local sessions will be 
held at Messiah.  
 
Look for the sign-up sheet in our narthex 
soon. Deadline is September 15th.  
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This summer has been quite a busy one 
but now we are preparing for yet another 
school year.  Last year we had such a 
great turnout for our school supply drive 
that this year we need only a few things.  
Those things needed this year are: 
  
 Washable Markers  - to get us through 

the school year we need about 100 
packs 

 Pocket Folders 
 Spiral Notebooks-wide ruled 
 Bottles of Glue 
  
This year we are striving to provide more 
in-depth trainings to our staff; so, in lieu 
of school supplies, we are also accepting 
donations for the purchase of training 
materials.  We are hoping to purchase 
training videos and reproducible work-
books for all current employees and fu-
ture employees to complete. We thank 
you in advance for helping us to become 
better teachers.  
  
Doors to the Future Campaign 
 
We will be having lots of fundraising op-
portunities to help us raise money for the 
installation of exit doors so that we are 
able to expand to meet the needs of our 
community.  This year we will not be hav-
ing our annual Yard Sale but we will be 
having a Silent Auction instead, so if you 
know of someone or you yourself are in-
terested in donating items for the Silent 
Auction please let me know.  We thank 
you for your continued support.  
  
Blessings, 
  
Stacy Slaughter 

 “Workshop of Wonders” UPDATE 
 
Thanks for another super duper, uber cool 
Vacation Bible School. Our Workshop of 
Wonders was a great success with over 30 
children participants, 15+ adults in the 
bible study, and numerous helpers and 
guides.  
 
Thanks to all those who prayed for or sup-
ported this exciting week of imagining, 
building, growing, working and walking 
with God! Special thanks to: Donna 
Combs, Sheila Whirley, and Marilyn 
Gunn for coordinating the meals and all 
their many helpers; Donna Haynes for the 
craft and science activities; Ashley Tim-
berlake & Laura Oliveira of Hanover 
Habitat for Humanity who helped with 
supplies, prizes and games; Susie Weaver 
and the entire decorating/set-up team; 
our Bible Nook team of Pastor Lou, Vicar 
Amelie, Becky Collie, and Ashley Tim-
berlake; Amy Delph our photographer, 
Lee Henchey for song leadership, Sharon 
Addair for medical aid, and, last but not 
least , our VBS registrar and coordinator, 
Kristine Florio. Our local Home Depot 
also supported our event, so a tip of the 
construction hat to them as well. 

“Autumn Fires” 
 
In the other gardens and all up the vale 
From the autumn bonfires,  
   see the smoke trail! 
Pleasant summer over  
   and all the summer flowers, 
The red fire blazes, the grey smoke towers. 
   Sing a song of season!  
   Something bright in all 
Flowers in the summer, fires in the fall. 
 
—Robert Louis Stevenson 



“The church usher is the visible host in 
God’s house.”  
 
This statement is included in the “Ministry 
of Ushering” document that has been put 
together for everyone who is interested in 
ushering.  
 
We are in particular need for the 11:00 am 
worship service.  
 
Please contact Bill Weaver (559-3503) for 
more information.  Interested persons will 
be invited to attend a short training ses-
sion.  
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Caroline Furnace  
Is looking for 100 Supporters          
               
If you've grown up in Virginia or had kids 
grow up in Virginia, you've probably heard 
of Caroline Furnace. This Lutheran camp 
and retreat center has set a daunting goal: 
to find 100 people, pairs, or groups to 
commit to giving $50 a month by Sept. 1.  
 
Caroline Furnace, located north of Harri-
sonburg, has undergone a recent change 
of leadership this year with Reuben Todd 
stepping in as the new executive director. 
Todd believes that the camp is vital in the 
faith journey of the campers because 
"spiritual growth happens outside your 
normal routine." 
  
If you walk around camp during the sum-
mer you will find kids who have been com-
ing during the summer for years and have 
seen a positive impact in their own lives. 
The stories may vary, but one thing's for 
sure--kids love Caroline Furnace.  
 
"Honestly, I feel really at home here," said 
MiKayla Hunt from Culpepper, Va. who 
has been coming to Caroline Furnace for 8 
years.   
 
Not only is the camp important for the 
kids, it impacts the counselors as well. 
Todd explained that Caroline Furnace is 
where many people who want to go into 
full time ministry practice leadership in 
the church community for the very first 
time.  
 
"Investment in this camp is investment in 
the future of the church, church leader-
ship and church membership," Todd said.  
 
Go to CarolineFurnace.org to sign up to be 
one of the 100 supporters and invest in 
the future of Caroline Furnace.  
 
Originally published: Journey Together, Vir-
ginia Synod of the ELCA 

All Souls & Messiah HS Youth: 
Detroit 2015 
 
Come join us and more than 30,000 other 
youth in Detroit for the ELCA’s National 
Youth Gathering!  It will be held July 15-
19. The ELCA Youth Gathering for high 
school-age youth takes place every three 
years and is about faith formation, wor-
ship, study, fellowship, service and play. 
You don’t want to miss it! (Ask any youth 
that attended the last one in new Or-
leans.)  
 
For more information, contact Jenn and 
John Drazenovich or Pastor Lou. 
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 Volunteer- Feline Helper - Animal 
Control:  Volunteer will visit with the 
cats and kittens to help socialize, care, 
comfort, pet, brush or simply provide 
some “lap time”. This may include 
cleaning of cages and feeding animals 
under supervision of kennel staff. 
http://www.hanovervirginia.org/SO/
Animal__Control_Volunteer_ 

     Application.pdf 
 
 Front Desk Help – The Cultural Arts 

Center in Glen Allen:  The Cultural 
Arts Center at Glen Allen is looking for 
a volunteer to help out at the front 
desk, Monday-Friday, between 1-2 pm. 
This time may be extended depending 
on the day. Responsibilities include 
greeting & assisting patrons, answering 
phones, taking ticket orders & class 
registrations, provide Center informa-
tion, answer general questions and 
help with any special projects. Volun-
teers will gain guest service experience. 
This opportunity is a referral and is 
managed by The Cultural Arts Center 
at Glen Allen directly. Please express 
interest below to indicate to the agency 
your interest in participating. Contact 
http://www.artsglenallen.com for more 
information. 

“Take the Plunge”  
Volunteer Opportunities  
from your Social Ministry team 
 
 Therapeutic Recreation Special 

Events - Hanover County Parks and 
Recreation: Volunteers wanted to help 
with special events for persons with 
disabilities. Responsibilities could in-
clude: set-up and take-down of event 
venue, assisting attendees with dis-
abilities participate in program, and 
assisting with food service. Therapeutic 
Recreation Special Events for 2014-
2015 include: Ashland Christmas Pa-
rade -Ashland, VA Sun. November 23 
Afternoon; Winter Beach Party - 
Church of the Redeemer Mechanics-
ville, VA Thurs. February 26 Evening; 
Game Show Night - Montpelier Com-
munity Center Montpelier, VA Thurs. 
March 26  Evening; Picnic - Pole Green 
Park Mechanicsville, VA Mon. April 13 
Evening; Prom - Church of the Re-
deemer Mechanicsville, VA Thurs. April 
30 Eve.  Contact 804-365-6075 or 
Email: alash@hanovercounty.gov for 
more information. 

 
 Volunteer- Special Event Aide - Ani-

mal Control: Volunteer will perform 
various duties at events sponsored by 
Animal Control, such as rabies clinics 
(completion of rabies certificates, sell-
ing of county dog licenses) and pet 
adoption stands (educating interested 
parties about animal for adoption). 
http://www.hanovervirginia.org/SO/
Anmal__Control_Volunteer_ 

     Application.pdf 

   Messiah on Pinterest 
 
http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/
boards/ 
 

 

Counters needed 
 
If you ever could be available to assist af-
ter the second service, the church could 
definitely use your help. Please join our 
team of counters. Counters process and 
record the offerings each week so we can 
keep our shared ministry going. Training 
is provided, and you will be assigned with 
a partner. If interested, please contact our 
Treasurer, Johnnie Collie or Pastor Lou.  
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All Souls & Messiah Youth Group 
 
Our youth group will be a combined effort 
of the two congregations once again with 
new adult leaders provided by both con-
gregations. As the Messenger goes to 
press, the new events schedule is being 
worked on – hopefully adding more diverse 
and exciting events. This should be mailed 
out to families with youth soon. Our popu-
lar Synod retreat programs remain avail-
able for children and youth. 
 
Schedule of Youth Events for fall 2014-
2015: 
 Roanoke College Lutheran Visit 

Day:  Sept. 6, 2014 
 LYO Board and Youth Ministry Com-

mittee – Sept. 12-13, 2014 
 Lost and Found (7th & 8th graders) – 

Nov. 21-23, 2014 
 Winter Celebration I (9th – 12th grad-

ers) – Jan. 16-18, 2015 
 Winter Celebration II (9th – 12th grad-

ers)– Jan. 23-25, 2015 
 ELCA Youth Ministry Extravaganza – 

Jan. 30-Feb. 2, 2015 
 Seventh Day (5th & 6th graders) – 

March 7-8, 2015 
 LYO Board and Youth Ministry Com-

mittee – (March 2015 TBA) 
 Bishop’s Day for Vocational Discern-

ment (completed 11th or 12th grade) – 
March 21, 2015 

 Youth Assembly – June 5-7, 2015 
(tentative) 

 Region 9 Bishop’s School – (June 2015) 
 Kairos (rising 9th – 12th graders) - 

June 21-26, 2015 
 Launch (recent High School graduates) 

– July 5-9, 2015 
 ELCA Youth Gathering (“Rise Up” – De-

troit, MI, for rising 9th graders through 
graduated 12th graders) – July 15-19, 
2015 

 
For applications or to learn more, visit 
vasynod.org  

Humanitarian assistance in Gaza 
 
Our brothers and sisters in the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in Jordan and the 
Holy Land have asked for our help. One 
way we are responding is through Augusta 
Victoria Hospital in Jerusalem, which pro-
vides medical services regardless of reli-
gious or political affiliation. When 
you give now to Lutheran Disaster Re-
sponse, you are helping to send medical 
teams from Augusta Victoria into Gaza to 
care for the increasing number of people 
injured in this conflict. We continue to 
monitor the situation closely and will walk 
with our brothers and sisters affected by 
the crisis. 
 
Your gifts, designated for “Gaza Humani-
tarian Assistance,” will be used - 100 per-
cent - in response to this crisis. 
 
Working with The Lutheran World Federa-
tion, we are committed to assisting Au-
gusta Victoria Hospital in this humanitar-
ian response. Medical professionals are 
providing specialty care, medications and 
supplies to triage and treat patients in 
Gaza and are providing psychosocial sup-
port to patients who have been evacuated 
from Gaza. 
 
We pray for peace in the Holy Land; may 
God grant comfort in suffering to all who 
are in need of healing.  
 
In service to Christ, 
Rev. Daniel Rift 
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster 
Appeal, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America 



September, 2014                          Messenger                                      page 12 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
 October, 2014 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, September 21st 
 Please call me with your  

written submission, place your written  
submission in the “Newsletter” mail slot  

OR email susiew51@comcast.net 

Turn cans into homes 
 
Don’t forget to recycle your metal alumi-
num cans at our new Hanover Habitat for 
Humanity Recycling Center near our white 
shed. Hanover Habitat will gather them 
and turn them into cash for home builds. 
Our cans will in effect become new, afford-
able, safe homes for our neighbors in 
need.  

Push Pastors “Over the Edge”  
 
Following Pastor Lou’s successful record-
breaking effort in 2012, a group of Virginia 
Synod pastors is being formed to help sup-
port Special Olympics Virginia. In ex-
change for donations, they promise to rap-
pel off the 25 story Sun Trust building in 
Richmond on October 17th.  
 
Special Olympians bravely face obstacles 
every day. With this extreme rappel, the 
pastors and other participants try to honor 
and show solidarity with their courage.  
 
To help, please note “Special Olympics” on 
your donation or go to firstgiving.com and 
look up their team, “Fools for 
Christ.” (Stay tuned for more participating 
pastors being added to the list!) 


