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All Saints Sunday, November 2nd  
 
The first Sunday of November is tradition-
ally a celebration of God’s call and our 
shared ministry throughout time. We give 
thanks for all those who believe, the 
Saints of God on earth and in heaven.  
 
As a special commemoration of those who 
have passed, you are invited to bring a 
long stem flower of your choice to help give 
thanks symbolically for any of those saints 
who have been used to nurture your life 
and faith through God’s love. A special 
wreath will be available. In addition, those 
who have died over the last year (from our 
Sunday prayer list) will be remembered 
with thanksgiving in prayer. If you would 
like to add a friend or family member to 
that list, please call our office.  

Celebrate Christ the King Sunday 
with Thanksgiving 
 
As the liturgical year comes to a close on 
November 23rd, the church spends the 
day looking with hope toward Christ’s Sec-
ond Coming and his eternal reign.  
 
It is a time to celebrate and give thanks, so 
we’ll be having our annual unified service 
at 11:00 am followed by our popular 
luncheon. The turkey is provided by the 
congregation. Attendees are invited to 
bring their favorite side dishes and des-
serts. (A sign-up sheet will be posted at 
our Sunday welcome table, but please 
come even if you cannot sign-up ahead of 
time or help provide food. You are an im-
portant part of our family of faith!)  
 
Guests are more than welcome, so please 
feel free to invite your family, friends and 
neighbors along with any past members 
you might know if you think they would 
enjoy sharing in our day together. 
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Virginia's First Thanksgiving—Nov. 2 
 
Each year since we have been back in Vir-
ginia, we have wanted to attend the cele-
bration of the arrival of the ship 
“Margaret” in December 1619 on the 
shores of the James River at what is now 
Berkeley Plantation. Last year we finally 
did and were so pleased that we wanted to 
share our good time with you. 
 
We arrived around 11:45am and saw the 
parade of St. Andrew's Pipes and Drums 
and several horse and carriage teams 
make their way from the parking lot down 
to the Thanksgiving Shrine. From then on 
there was always activity to join in or ob-
serve throughout the day. There were ven-
dors and crafts in the rose garden,, some 
very unique. There were educational tables 
on the lane to the shrine. The main lawn 
was busy with arts and crafts, quill writ-
ing, a black powder encampment, colonial 
period dancers, a magician, a blacksmith, 
colonial games, strolling minstrel, candle 
dipping, cornhusk doll making, strolling 
re-enactors, and a puppeteer. There was 
delicious food to be bought for lunch and 
souvenirs and information for all. As if this 
were not interesting enough, there were 
also musical performances on the stage 
area, a program re-enactment of the land-

ing and prayer of thanksgiving, and a 
friendship dance with the Chickahominy 
Tribal Dancers, Captain Woodlief's men 
and the audience. 
However, to me the most wonderful thing 
was that we celebrated Thanksgiving, not 
with a lavish meal (And you all know how 
much I like to eat!), but that the attention 
was directed towards God and the thanks-
giving He deserved. It was even talked 
about and cheered at a public function. 
How thankful we were! 
 
If you are interested in going, talk to us—
Marilyn or Gordon Gunn— or check out 
the website 
http://virginiathanksgivingfestival.com/ 
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Pastor’s letter: 

I give thanks 
 
“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
his love endures forever.” Psalm 118:1 
 
This fall has seen a flurry of activity at 
Messiah: new audio-visual assets installed 
in the sanctuary; a very successful and 
well attended effort during God’s Work – 
Our Hands Day; a growing craft fair and 
pet blessing; wonderful and numerous 
contacts made at the county’s community 
fellowship festival; and of course an atten-
tion getting but very helpful effort by Kevin 
Hendrickson and our Virginia Synod team 
at Over the Edge for Special Olympics. I 
could make a longer list if I cared to do so. 
In short though, it has been a busy but 
productive time, and it couldn’t have hap-
pened without your support. I give thanks 
to you and our God for all the mighty 
things that God has accomplished through 
our small church family and its shared 
ministry.  
 
As we continue into November, things will 
seem only to get busier. I would encourage 
all of us (me included) to not get lost in the 
hustle and bustle. Turn toward God and 
his church instead. Remember we were 
created to be human beings, not human 
doers. God reminds us, “Be still and know 
that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). Let’s take 
time to reconnect with friends and family, 
as well as our family of faith. Let’s take 
time to be together and to rejoice in the 
love that we share. If you have been away, 
we invite you to come back and join our 
celebrations. Let’s give thanks together. 
 
The truth remains, we need one another, 
and the world needs our witness. As Jesus 
reminds us, “Wherever two or three are 
gathered in my name, I am 
there”  (Matthew 18:19-20). Yet also we 
are told that we proclaim the risen Christ 
through our gatherings, service and cele-
brations. “By this all people will know that 

Community Thanksgiving Service 
 
This year, Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 
(8175 Pleasant Grove Rd.) hosts our com-
munity’s annual, ecumenical Thanksgiving 
worship on Tuesday, November 25th at 
7:00 pm. Other participating congrega-
tions include: All Souls Episcopal Church, 
Messiah Lutheran Church, and Shady 
Grove United Methodist Church. Please 
take time out of your busy holiday week to 
celebrate the holiday as first intended – by 
giving thanks to God with friends and 
neighbors for all God has done and will do 
for us.  

you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another” (John 13:35). Jesus needs to 
be invited into our lives and thus made 
manifest in the world. Do you already 
sense his presence, or is he perhaps invit-
ing you to seek him out? Either way, we’ll 
find our place at his table when we live as 
church together.  
 
I pray that the holiday season ahead 
serves to bless you to be a blessing to your 
family, your congregation, and the world. 
Come, taste and see that the Lord is good; 
his love endures forever. His love is at 
work in you.   
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
Pastor Lou 
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ChurchNext: Living a Spiritual Life 
with Mary Gray-Reeves 
 
People look to live a more spiritual life for 
a variety of reasons - most having to do 
with improving their quality of life. In this 
class Episcopal bishop and theologian 
Mary Gray-Reeves tells us what the spiri-
tual life is and how we might pursue it.  
 
This free, on-line class is open to all mem-
bers and friends of Messiah as well as 
school families through November 16th. 
Email invitations came out the week of Oc-
tober 26th. If you did not get one but 
would like to take the class, please contact 
Pastor Lou.  
(The Lutheran class ends on November 
3rd. You still have time to check it out!) 

ChurchNext & Augsburg Fortress 
announce partnership 
 
ChurchNext and Augsburg Fortress, the 
ELCA’s publishing ministry, have teamed 
up to bring Augsburg Fortress’ popular 
animate series to an online learning envi-
ronment. Presenters include Brian 
McLaren, Lillian Daniel, Nadia Bolz-
Weber, and Mark Scandrette whose video 
presentations anchor the learning experi-
ence and combine with quizzes, discussion 
rooms, downloads, and other features to 
help individual and group learners more 
deeply contemplate some of life’s most im-
portant questions.  
 
Stay tuned for more great offerings!  

Advent begins November 30th 
 
The season of Advent is meant to help us 
prepare for Christmas through our offer-
ings and celebrations, but it also points 
us toward our need to prepare for Christ’s 
Second Coming. You can learn how it can 
also change our lives through our 
ChurchNext class starting on November 
17th and running through Christmas 
day. Your host will be Fr. Tim Schenk, 
founder of “Lent Madness.”  
 
This on-line class is free for all members 
and friends of Messiah and our school 
families. Email invitations should go out 
by the start date. If you don’t get yours by 
then and wish to take the class, please 
contact Pastor Lou.  

Remember our Veterans still serving 
 
We give thanks for our members currently 
living out God’s call to them in the United 
States military: Michael Knepper (Army), 
LJ Spray (Army). We also congratulate 
Justin Arnold on his acceptance into the 
United States Navy’s nuclear program. 
(His reporting date is not set as of yet.) 
Our former Vicar, Nathan Huffman, con-
tinues his seminary studies and prepares 
for Navy chaplaincy. He finishes his 
coursework in 2015 and will begin a year-
long parish internship prior to ordination 
and serving as a chaplain. Please continue 
to pray for them, their comrades, and all 
those serving.  
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Adam Dworak, Sr.;  Mary Key; Nancy 
Ordazzo; Lisa Ravizza; Katie Rios; 
Roger Schroeder; Dick Wright; Evelyn 
Wright; ; Family & Friends of David 
Delph, relative of the Delphs; Ethan Ham-
ilton, Lisa & Bruce Meyer’s grandson; 
Rev. Samuel Mozolak, father of Karen & 
Michael Morris; Annette Pfohl, friend of 
Messiah; Tarasia Remhoff, friend of the 
Florios; Kathleen Schwerdtfeger, mother 
of Charlie Schwerdtfeger; Joseph 
Simpkins, friend of Messiah; Claude 
Wright, brother-in-law of Gladys Hubert; 
The People & Pastor of All Souls, and 
our shared ministry.  
 
And for those serving in the armed forces: 
Kyle Carag, Chris Cholet, Michael Knep-
per, Joshua Norrell , and LJ Spray. 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134. If leaving a message, please include 
your contact information for follow-up. 
Unless we hear otherwise, names will 
be removed quarterly. 

 
 
November 3  Lynn Deere 
       6  Sharon Griffin 
       6  Emily Gunn 
       8  Jenn Drazenovich 
     10  Taylor Colllie   
     17  Roger Schroeder 
      18  Alec Walton 
     24  Ella Anderson 
     28  Philip Walton 
     29  Kristine Florio 
     29  Brian Glusing 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
November  24  Leroy & Lynn Deere   
 
 
If you would like YOUR birthdays & an-
niversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to 
susiew51@comcast.net OR to  
office@mlcas.org or call Davina (746-
7134). 
 

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 

The International Day of Prayer for the 
Persecuted Church is Sunday, November 
9th. To learn more, visit  
http://www.onewiththem.com/  
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Calendar of events  
 
1   All Saints Day 
     National Adoption Month Begins 
2   All Saints Sunday 
     Daylight-Saving Time Ends 
     8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Trad.) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
          (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
     11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend) 
3 Local Remembrance: Dedication of  
       Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
     10:30 AM Worship at  
          Hanover Adult Center 
     11:40 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting 
4   No Preschool - Childcare Available 
     Pastor Away @ LTSG 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
5   Pastor Away @ LTSG 
     6:30 PM Cool Well Meeting (Pat Hubert) 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
6   11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
7 Commemoration of John Christian  
          Frederick Heyer, Batholomaeus 
          Ziegenbalg, & Ludwig Nommensen,  
          Missionaries 
     Pastor's Day Off 
     5:00 PM Dinner on the Go - PICK UP 
8   Lg. ACTS Class * 
9   8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Trad.) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
          (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages 

9   11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend) 
10 Happy Birthday, Martin Luther! 
     Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
     11:40 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting 
     7:00 PM MCEF Mtg. * 
11 Commemoration of Martin, Bishop of  
          Tours and Søren Kierkegaard,  
          Teacher 
     Martin Luther Baptized 
     Veterans Day 
     7:30 AM Pastor@VCC * 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
          (Postponed to 11/12) 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
12 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:30 PM Brownie Troop #557 Meeting 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
13 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
14 Pastor's Day Off 
15 8:30 AM Sack Hunger Assembly 
     11:00 AM Foster Care & Adoption Open 
          House (LFS) 
16 Manna Sunday for MCEF 
     8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC- Trad.) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
          (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
     11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend) 
17 National Adoption Day 
     11:40 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
     5:00 PM MCEF Pizza Night 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting 
     6:30 PM School Board Meeting 
18 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
19 5:30 PM Pastor @ VCC Board Meeting  
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
20 Children's Grief Awareness Day 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
21-23 Lost and Found Retreat  
          (7th & 8th Graders) 
21 Pastor's Day Off 
22 Private Wedding 
23 9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
          (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     11:00 AM Special Unified Service/ 
           Thanksgiving Luncheon 
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Calendar    
Continued from page 6 
 
24 Commemoration of Justus Falckner,  
          Jehu Jones, & William Passavant,  
          Pastors 
     11:40 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting 
25 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
          (Cancelled) 
     7:00 PM Community  
          Thanksgiving Service 
26 No Preschool - Childcare Available 
     6:30 PM Brownie Troop #557 Meeting 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
27 MLS - CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING 
     Thanksgiving Day 
28 MLS - CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING 
     Pastor's Day Off 
30 Advent begins! 
     8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC- Trad.) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
          (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
     11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend) 
               
* Off site      

Adoption and Foster Care  
Open House 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learn all the answers to your questions 
about adoption or foster care. This might 
be a loving option for you and your family 
to grow! An open house will be held Satur-
day, November 15th, 11 am – 2 pm at the 
LFS offices (4901 Dickens Rd., Suite 115, 
Richmond). If any questions, please call 
288-0122. 

November is  
National Adoption Month 
 
Scripture calls the church to care for all 
those in need of God's love. In a number of 
passages, orphans are specifically identi-
fied as a priority. Each November, Messiah 
Lutheran actively supports National Adop-
tion Month, but it remains a mission of 
our congregation all year long.  
To learn more about National Adoption 
Month: http://www.childwelfare.gov/
adoption/nam/ 
 
Visit Lutheran Family Services of Virginia 
to learn more or volunteer:  
http://www.lfsva.org/ 

November, 2014: ELCA provides 
$100,000 to help contain Ebola 
 
Thanks to generous gifts from ELCA mem-
bers like you to Lutheran Disaster Re-
sponse, the Lutheran Church in Liberia 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Sierra Leone are training health care 
workers, providing Ebola education about 
prevention, and distributing food to the 
many people isolated by the outbreak. See  
www.ELCA.org/News-and-Events/7699. 
 
For a personal view from ELCA missionary 
Brian Palmer of the Ebola tragedy in Libe-
ria, see www.ELCA.org/Living-Lutheran/
Blogs/2014/09/140918-The-toll-of-Ebola-
in-Liberia. 
 
To find out what you can do, see 
www.ELCA.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-
Development/Lutheran-Disaster-
Response/Our-Impact/Ebola. 
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Congrats to Team “Fools for Christ” 
 
On Friday, October 17th, Kevin Hen-
drickson and his Virginia Synod team-
mates successfully rappelled 25 stories 
down the Sun Trust Center to raise funds 
and awareness for Special Olympics Vir-
ginia.  
 
The team raised over $7700, making the 
synod Gold Partners for the event and 
ranking third over-all team. This allowed 
our synod and agencies to promote their 
services before and at the event, and have 
its logo prominently displayed on adver-
tisements, press releases, and the event 
tshirt. Lutheran Family Services included 
information about their adoption and fos-
ter care programs as well as services to 
those with intellectual disabilities in the 
participant and sponsor thank-you bags. 
Team members received notice in the me-
dia (TV, web and print), and congrega-
tional information was shared. A member 
of Messiah also donated a gift basket of 
fair trade foods and other items to the top 
individual fundraiser for the event.  
(see article, next column) 

(Picture by Debra K Roberts Photography, 
used with permission.) 

Why rappel? 
 
Sarah Title, awarded our gift basket, 
posted this about why she rappelled: 
 
“I am doing the rappel to honor my 
brother, Jack. He passed away in April af-
ter various medical complications. He was 
only 20 years old. Jack was an incredible 
person. He was adventurous and always 
lived life to the fullest. He had no regrets 
and never worried about the future. He 
cared about people and he was determined 
to make the most of life, despite the cards 
he was dealt at birth. Jack participated in 
Special Olympics for many years of his life 
and it gave him the confidence to live life 
with such gusto. It was also an activity 
that we participated in together. I am for-
ever grateful for this organization and 
what it did for my brother and his self-
confidence.  
 
“While I am nervous about this endeavor, I 
know Jack would have jumped into this 
challenge with full confidence, and I will 
try my best to do the same.” 

Tracey Anderson  
creatively coordinates our 
family-friendly second service’s program 
called Gospel Fun Time (GFT), but she and 
the kids need your help.  
 
Come, sign-up at our welcome table to 
serve as an adult leader for any one Sun-
day – alone or with a friend. The program 
is pre-packaged for you and ready to go. 
You’ll be surprised how much fun you 
have, and you will likely learn a thing or 
two about the love of God as well.  

GFT needs 
YOU! 
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Give Thanks – Give Help 
 
Benevolence means “good will or the dis-
position to do good.”  
 
At Messiah, that’s our hope for all of our 
ministries, yet we have one special fund 
called “local benevolence.” Through it, we 
help our brothers and sisters in Christ 
here at Messiah, friends and local 
neighbors during times of crisis. Just this 
past year, we have helped with emergency 
housing, heat, and three persons suffering 
homelessness were helped back into stable 
living arrangements. One of these was 
even helped to return to work. Our dona-
tions to MCEF help us meet similar needs 
on a wider scale, but this smaller, local 
fund is intended to help those we person-
ally know or are already in relationship 
with.  
 
Due to demand, the fund is low at the mo-
ment, but with YOUR help, we can do 
more good. Please prayerfully discern your 
call and ability to donate any extra funds 
toward local benevolence. You can do so 
anonymously through the basket near our 
sanctuary entrance or more securely by 
designating an additional gift “local be-
nevolence” along with your weekly offering. 

Rise Up! - Detroit 2015 
 
There is still time to join us and more than 30,000 other youth in Detroit for the ELCA’s Na-
tional Youth Gathering!  It will be held July 15-19. The ELCA Youth Gathering for high 
school-age youth takes place every three years and is about faith formation, worship, study, 
fellowship, service and play. If you missed our first meeting but wish to go, contact Pastor 
Lou as soon as possible.   
 

Jr/Sr High Youth 
Just a reminder that our youth group will usually meet on the 2nd and 4th Sunday at the 
Atlee House (9077 Atlee Rd.) from 4:30-6:00pm. Be sure to get on our youth email list and 
All Souls/Immanuel/Messiah Youth Facebook page to keep abreast of special events.  

Messiah School news 
 
The school is gearing up for lots of fun ac-
tivities in the up coming months: 
 
• We will be having our first ever "Dinner 
on the Go" Friday, November 7th.  Reser-
vations are required and  due no later 
than Friday, October 31st.  This month's 
menu will be Meatloaf, Mac & Cheese, & 
Green Beans.  Each month we will have a 
different menu and the cost is $5 per per-
son with a cap of $25 per family. 
 
• Our Yankee Candle Fundraiser has 
started and ends on November 7th.   
 
• Our children will be having their 
Thanksgiving Feast on Friday, November 
21st. 
 
• Looking ahead into December we will 
once again be having a cookie swap for 
everyone who chooses to enjoy on Satur-
day, December 13th @ 10:00 a.m. A sign 
up sheet will be posted soon.  We hope 
that many will come and enjoy.   
 
We thank you for your continued support 
of our school.   
  
Blessings, 
Stacy Slaughter, Director 
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you and attempt to pair you with one of 
our singers, based on your location. After 
completing a background check, we will 
put you on the schedule to be one of our 
ride buddies. Our rehearsals are Tuesdays 
from 5-6:30 or 7pm, depending on the 
child's age. For more information contact 
http://www.citysingerschoir.org/. 
 
 Volunteer Officer of Elections –  
          Hanover County 
This is a sworn appointment by the Hano-
ver County Electoral Board. The volunteer 
enforces and safe guards the election proc-
ess by the Virginia Code § 24.2 to ensure a 
fair and impartial election.  This will in-
clude but not limited to: Assisting in certi-
fying the number of votes cast at the pre-
cinct; Attending all required training; 
Demonstrating voting equipment; Issuing 
ballots to voter; and Setting up and closing 
the polls. The Hanover County Electoral 
Board is responsible for conducting elec-
tions in our county. The County of Hano-
ver currently operates 37 voting precincts. 
Approximately 200 election officials serve 
during each election held in the county 
representing the Democratic and Republi-
can parties. Election officials must provide 
their own transportation to and from the 
polls on Election Day. To become an Offi-
cer of Election in Hanover County, you 
must: Be a United States citizen; Be a resi-
dent of the Commonwealth of Virginia; Be 
18 years old by the next general election; 
Have had your voting rights restored if you 
have ever been convicted of a felony; Have 
had your capacity restored if you have ever 
been declared mentally incapacitated in a 
Circuit Court. Location: Every effort is 
made to assign election officials to a poll-
ing place in which they vote or as close to 
their home as possible. Training: Election 
officials are required to attend instruc-
tional training prior to each election to re-
ceive the most up-to-date information 
available to assist them in their duties at 
the polls. No special education or experi 
 
                             Continued on page 9 
 

“Take the plunge”  
Volunteer Opportunities  
from your Social Ministry team 
 
• Volunteer Mentor-Cooperative Exten-
sion: different locations in Hanover 
County 
The goal of the Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion 4-H Mentoring Program is to give a 
young person (ages 9 - 17) social and rec-
reational development opportunities, edu-
cational encouragement and emotional 
support. Most youth are students at the 
Georgetown School in Mechanicsville. 
Mentor Duties: Serve as motivator and 
positive role model for assigned youth. 
Meet with youth for four face-to-face hours 
per month by attending the school, 4-H 
club meetings and activities with youth, 
engaging them in a variety of learning en-
vironments (academic, athletic, cultural, 
etc. Have at least three other contacts-
phone, e-mail or text with assigned youth. 
Establish positive and informed contact 
with family and mentor educator. Maintain 
appropriate records as directed. Maintain 
confidentiality of assigned youth and fam-
ily. The mentoring curriculum requires a 
minimum of one year commitment. Must 
adhere to all 4-H policies and guidelines. 
Volunteer must be at least 18 years of age. 
Contact Tracey Williams-Gonzales at (804) 
317-1433 for more information. 
 
• Drive a Kid to Choir -They can't sing 
without you-- be a "ride buddy" 
City Singers Youth Choirs can teach 
nearly anyone to sing, but only if they can 
get to rehearsals. In some of the disadvan-
taged communities we serve, our students 
lack transportation to get to our weekly 
practices on Tuesday afternoons. We seek 
volunteers with a clean driving record and 
use of a reliable car who are willing to 
drive one or two students to or from our 
location at Ginter Park Presbyterian 
Church one or more times each month.  
When you contact us, we will find out 
what locations and times work best for 
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   Messiah on Pinterest 
 
http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/
boards/ 
 

 

Take the plunge 
Continued from page 8 
 
ence necessary. We will train you. Training 
sessions are held in the month prior to 
each election. The General Registrar staff 
will schedule you to attend a training ses-
sion.  If you have questions, please contact 
the Human Resources department. Phone: 
804-365-6075. 

Hanover Christian Firewood Ministry 
 
“Serving Christ by serving others” is the 
motto of the Hanover Christian Firewood 
Ministry. Their mission is to provide fire-
wood to those in need to heat their homes. 
They also provide a means for helping peo-
ple who want to dispose of trees/wood that 
they have. During last heating season 105 
deliveries with a total of about 48 chords 
of wood were made to 9 different homes in 
Hanover county.  
 
The ministry meets primarily on Saturday 
mornings from October through March, 
cutting, splitting and delivering wood to 
homes. An email is sent to those on the 
group roster either Wednesday or Thurs-
day detailing planned activities for the up-
coming Saturday with a requested RSVP. 
Based on responses, plans are finalized. 
The group normally meets for breakfast at 
8:00 and then at 9:00 goes to the work 
sites. It is not required that you go to 
breakfast as you can meet the group at the 
work location. Work is typically completed 
around 1:00 PM. Occasionally deliveries 
are made during the week if there is an 
immediate need. Jobs do vary.  Some are 
as simple as operating a lever on a hy-
draulic splitter while others handle more 
physical tasks.  
 
If interested for more information or to be 
placed on the participation roster to re-
ceive email, please contact Claude Stocky 
(746-7586, email lesstocky@comcast.net) 
or Carl Heckel (559-8824, email 
heckel47@hotmail.com).  

MCEF News 
 
THANK YOU to all who supported MCEF 
at the Hanover Community Day Celebra-
tion at Hanover Courthouse by baking 
cakes and attending the Cake Walk at the 
MCEF booth.  All monies were directed to 
the MCEF Food Pantry as well as 3 bins of 
food were donated. 
 
In preparation for THANKSGIVING, each 
family who visits the MCEF Food Pantry 
will receive a Thanksgiving bag in addition 
to what they normally receive. These bags 
are provided by the Churches of Mechan-
icsville. Messiah has pledged to donate 20 
bags (the same number that we donated 
last year).  
 
Please decorate a handled grocery bag (or 
fill one that the Sunday School decorates). 
The bag is to contain: 1 box of stuffing mix 
(6 oz), 2 gravy (jar, can or dry mix enve-
lope). instant mashed potatoes (16 oz box), 
28 oz (2 cans) green beans, corn 15 oz 
can, sweet potatoes 15 oz can, 2 boxes 
muffin or cornbread mix, 1 can cranberry 
sauce (14 oz), 1 box brownie mix OR cake 
mix and frosting. Thank you in advance 
for your help to those who are in need.  
 
Let's break last years record, the first bag 
has already been turned in!! 
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
 December, 2014/January, 2015 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, November 16th 

  
Please call me with your  

written submission, place your written  
submission in the “Newsletter” mail slot  

OR email susiew51@comcast.net 

A tentative date for the next preparation of 
lunches for people suffering homelessness 
has been set for Saturday, November 15th 
at 8:30 am. With the last event, we packed 
over 1000 sack lunches to be distributed. 
Look in our bulletin and on our Facebook 
page for updates.  

@MessiahMech 


