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Lent = Repent + Renew 
 
Go figure! It is already time for Lent! Our 
celebration of Lent begins February 18th 
with our 7:00 pm Ash Wednesday service. 
Lent comprises forty days of special disci-
plines, service, worship and reflection to 
help us turn our hearts back toward God 
and grow in faith.  
 
Our Wednesday programs will be held 
starting February 25th with All Souls 
Episcopal. Together, we’ll explore what it 
means to be part of the priesthood of all 
believers – both its joys and responsibili-
ties.  
 
Check out the Sunday bulletin for more 
upcoming information.  

Stay tuned for our annual Souper Bowl of 
caring effort. Each year we make a special 
effort to feed the hungry with a project 
around the time of the Super Bowl. Our 
collections benefit MCEF and help serve 
our neighbors.  

Perfect your favorite chili recipe or try a 
new one! Messiah's annual Chili Cook-off 
is coming, Sat., Feb. 28!!!  
 
Not a great chili chef? Come to taste, help 
judge, and enjoy a chili inspired supper 
menu. Tasting begins at 5:00 P.M.  
 
Look for more details and sign-up sheet 
in early Feb. 
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Your 2015 Church Council  
And Associate Members 

 
 Kevin Hendrickson…..Council President 
 Donna Shaw ……….……...Vice-President  
 Laura Harris ……….…..…........ Secretary 
 
     Sally Bennett            Jon Koeppen 
     Paula Barwick       Dean Gustafson                   
     Steve Gilnett             Gordon Gunn 

 
Council  Liaisons 

 Christian Education ……….Jon Koeppen 
 Evangelism ………..........Dean Gustafson 
 Fellowship …………..……….Steve Gilnett 
 Finance ………………………Paula Barwick 
 Property ………………Kevin Hendrickson 
 School Board ………………….Donna Shaw 
 Social Ministry ………………Gordon Gunn 
 Stewardship ……………….....Laura Harris 
 Worship ……….……………..Sally Bennett 

 
      Johnnie Collie… Treasurer  
      Bill  Weaver... Financial Secretary   
      Sue Gilnett, RN...Parish Nurse 

 
Trustees: Bob Griffin,  

Dick Wright and Pat Hubert. 

Our 2014 effort for Over the Edge for Spe-
cial Olympics was profiled in The Lutheran, 
a national magazine covering the ELCA 
and all things Lutheran. The magazine has 
a circulation of nearly 300,000 including 
ELCA colleges and other institutions. Our 
synod team, Fools for Christ, raised about 
$8,000, and the event totaled over 
$130,000. Thanks again for your support.  

Council meeting — new date 
 
In 2015, the church council will begin 
meeting on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 6:15 pm to facilitate the report-
ing work of our finance team.  
 
Unless otherwise announced, meetings 
are open to all members with time allotted 
for congregational input. Join us any 
time.  

Thank you 
 
A special thank you for the many gener-
ous gifts, food, cards and acts of kindness 
shared with us this past Christmas sea-
son. It was an uplifting season of joy, and 
we give thanks that you shared it with us. 
We look forward to the year ahead with 
you, and we wish you much love in 2015.  
 
- Pastor Lou & Kristine   
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Pastor’s letter: 

Preparing the Fields 
 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few; therefore ask the Lord of the har-
vest to send out laborers into his har-
vest.” (Matthew 9:37) 
 
As we approach another Lenten season, I 
see barren farm fields around us. In the 
midst of winter, they don’t look like much. 
They are tired and seem spent. Yet with 
the right amount of gifts from God (water 
and nutrients) as well as care from the 
farmer (tilling, planting, weeding, etc.), 
these same fields will become abundant 
signs of life as we enter spring.  
  
This is much as our Lent should be. We 
intentionally cooperate with the grace of 
God to promote and nurture life and love 
in the world. Following chosen disciplines 
and special worship or by making extra 
efforts of charity and service, we tend to 
the plot of land God has given us. We till 
and plant (reflecting on our lives, confess-
ing our sin, and turning with expectation 
toward God’s promises). We weed (repent) 
and grow (renew). This sacred process is 
not just for us but also for our neighbor as 
we seek to share the love and grace we 
ourselves receive.     
   
 
… reflecting on our lives, confessing our 
sin, and turning with expectation toward 

God’s promises. 
 
Yes, as we enter Lent, we return once 
again to the mission fields. We seek to re-
connect to Christ and one another. How 
will your garden grow? What will you do to 
cooperate with God’s grace and nurture 
new life? Certainly, Jesus offers us his love 
freely, and so we could just watch and 
wait for spiritual growth. Yet as good farm-
ers know, seeds of faith grow better with 
intentional love rather than lukewarm 
care.  

 

Synod Celebration  
With Richmond Conference, 2/22 
 
Bishop James Mauney is coming to Rich-
mond to celebrate our shared ministry in 
Richmond and with the Virginia Synod. 
You are invited. Come for the entire pro-
gram or just the special worship. Epiph-
any Lutheran will be hosting the discus-
sion session, festival of worship, and re-
ception for the nine congregations making 
up the Richmond Conference. 
 
Tentative schedule:  
3:00-3:15 - Opening & welcome with short 
devotion 
3:15 - 3:45 - Bishop's presentation 
3:45 - 4:45 - Q & A (about 20 minutes) fol-
lowed by faith sharing around tables 
4:45 - 5:00 - Break 
5:00 pm  - worship in the sanctuary  
 
(Bishop Mauney will preach. Pastor Eric 
Moehring of Christ Lutheran as confer-
ence Dean will preside at communion.) 
 
A reception with the Bishop follows wor-
ship.  

Grace abounds, but Jesus invites all of us 
to roll up our sleeves and grow with God 
this Lent. Come join Jesus in the fields be-
fore us and witness the miracles God can 
do through your life and love.  
 
Christ’s peace, 
Pastor Lou 



February, 2015                          Messenger                                        page 4 

Making Sense of the Cross:  
Parts I, 2 &3 
 
Whatever we say about the cross, we are 
also saying about God. So what does the 
cross mean? What can it tell us about 
God? How can it help us approach, under-
stand, and know God better? Our 
ChurchNext school will offer his three ses-
sions on this topic during Lent for home 
study. In Part 1, David Lose invites us to 
consider that the best way to understand 
the cross is through experience. In Part 2, 
he invites us to think about how we un-
derstand God and the cross and helps us 
explore what each of the four gospels can 
teach us. In Part 3, he introduces us to 
the three most popular theories, or ways of 
understanding the Cross, that Christians 
have turned to through the years. Try it on 
your smart phone, tablet, or computer. It’s 
faith-building and free! 
 
http://www.churchnext.tv 

Join the Madness 
 
Lent Madness began in 2010 as the brain-
child of the Rev. Tim Schenck. In seeking 
a fun, engaging way for people to learn 
about the men and women comprising the 
Church’s Calendar of Saints, he came up 
with this unique Lenten devotion. Combin-
ing his love of sports with his passion for 
the lives of the saints, Lent Madness was 
born. Using a tournament-like single 
elimination bracket, we learn about saints 
and choose our favorites. The ultimate 
winner is awarded the coveted “golden 
halo.” The golden halo really means noth-
ing, but what we learn about our fellow 
saints can inspire and change us for good. 
Check out the fun and spiritual growth at  
 
http://www.lentmadness.org.   

Romero for Lent 
 
Continuing our recent tradition of explor-
ing modern spirituality, we will offer an 
adult Sunday school class on Oscar Ro-
mero, past Roman Catholic bishop of El 
Salvador and modern martyr. He is re-
membered on our liturgical calendar on 
March 24th each year, the date he was 
assassinated during worship. He is re-
membered for his work of reconciliation 
and care for the poor.  
 
The class will use the book, The Violence 
of Love (available for purchase) as a re-
source. We will also view the award win-
ning movie, Romero, staring Raul Julia.  

          Candlemas? 
 
On February 2nd, forty days after Christ-
mas, the season of Epiphany comes to an 
end in a number of Christian denomina-
tions. Many Christians recall the presenta-
tion of Jesus in the Temple on this day. 
According to scripture, Mary and Joseph 
took the baby Jesus to the Temple in Je-
rusalem forty days after his birth to com-
plete Mary's ritual purification after child-
birth and to perform the redemption of the 
firstborn, in obedience to the Law of Moses 
(Leviticus 12, Exodus 13:12-15).  
 
Over time, Christians came to bless can-
dles for home and church use on this day, 
a symbol of Christ's light breaking into the 
world. Hence, the Lesser Feast of the Pres-
entation of Our Lord is also known as 
Candlemas.  
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We pray for each other: 
 
Lorrie Albertson & Family; Adam 
Dworak, Sr.; Mary Key; Pat Motley; Ka-
tie Rios; Roger Schroeder; Joseph 
Simpkins; Dick Wright; Evelyn Wright. 
 

We pray for our extended family: 
 
Robert Barklay, friend of the Florios; 
Family and Friends of Betty Barnes, 
friends of the Schwertfegers; Adam Con-
nor, cousin of Paul Knabb; Jane Hood, 
cousin of Marilyn Gunn; Russell  Jones, 
Sr., father of Schwerdtfegers’ friend; Fam-
ily and Friends of Bruce Mason, cousin 
of Marilyn Gunn; The Rev. Larry Mat-
thews, former pastor of Messiah; Family 
and Friends of Lorraine Morlan, aunt of 
Donna Shaw; Mary Anne Modlin, fridn of 
Judy Schwerdtfeger; The Rev. Samuel 
Mozolak, father of Karen & Michael Mor-
ris; Ruby Pate, friend of Judy Schwerd-
feter; Annette Pfohl, friend of Messiah; 
Tarasia Remhoff, friend of the Florios; 
Kathleen Schw erdtfeger, mother of Char-
lie Schwerdtfeger; Family and Friends of 
Andrew Wray, cousin of Judy Schwertfe-
ger; Claude Wright, brother-in-law of 
Gladys Hubert; Jeanie Wright, sister of 
Gladys Hubert; The People & Pastor of 
All Souls, and our shared ministry; All 
those persecuted in any way for their 
faith in Christ, especially in Somalia.  
 
And for those serving in the armed forces: 
Michael Knepper and LJ Spray. 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134. If leaving a message, please include 
your contact information for follow-up. 
Unless we hear otherwise, names will 
be removed quarterly. 

February 1  Lauren Koeppen 
      2  Taylor Starret 
      7  Jean Martin 
     10  Amy Koeppen 
     21  Victoria Gustafson 
     23  Karen Jones 
     23  Grace Anderson 
     28  Sophia Knab    
 
If you would like YOUR birthdays & an-
niversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to 
susiew51@comcast.net OR to  
office@mlcas.org or call Davina (746-
7134). 
 

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 

Doors to the Future Campaign  
Continues 
 
Please support our nursery & preschool 
ministry as we seek to make even a bigger 
difference in the lives of local families. Do-
nate to our special campaign to improve 
and expand our services – starting with 
new exit doors for our nursery class-
rooms. You can help us not just improve 
our facility but open doors to faith in Je-
sus Christ and a brighter future for our 
current and future students and their 
families.  
 
Drop off or mail your donation during 
school hours, as part of your Sunday of-
fering, or on the web:  
http://doorstothefuture.mydagsite.com/ 
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Calendar of events  
 
1  8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC- Trad.) 
    9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
 (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
    9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
    11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC- Blend) 
2  Groundhog Day 
    Happy Candlemas! 
    10:30 AM Worship at Hanover  
 Adult Center 
    11:40 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
    6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting 
3 Commemoration of Ansgar, Bishop  
 and Missionary 
    Local Remembrance of  
 the Four Chaplains 
    1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
4  World Cancer Day 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
5 Commemoration of the Martyrs  
 of Japan 
    11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
    7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
6  Pastor's Day Off 
8  Boy Scout Sunday 
    8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC- Trad.) 
    9:15 AM Worship Team Mtg. 
    9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
 (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
    9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
    11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC- Blend) 
    12:15 PM Finance Team Mtg. 
9  11:40 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
    6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting 
    7:00 PM MCEF Mtg. * 
10 Virginia Lutheran Items Due 

     7:30 AM Pastor@VCC * 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
11 6:30 PM Brownie Troop #557 Meeting 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
12 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
13 Pastor's Day Off 
14 Commemorations of Valentinus, Martyr 
 (local only); Cyril, Monk & Mission 
 ary; and Methodius, Bishop &  
 Missionary 
     Valentine's Day 
15 Manna Sunday for MCEF 
     Transfiguration Sunday 
     8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC- Trad.) 
     9:15 AM Worship Team Mtg. (Snow  
 date for Feb. 8th) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
 (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
     11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend) 
16 No Preschool - Childcare Available 
     Presidents' Day 
     11:40 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting 
17 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
18 Ash Wednesday 
     Commemoration: Martin Luther,  
 renewer of the church 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
19 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
20 Pastor's Day Off 
22 Local Remembrance: Sophia Scholl 
     8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC- Trad.) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
 (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
     11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend) 
     1:00 PM Richmond Conference's 
   Synodical Mtg. * 
23 Commemoration of Polycarp,  
 Bishop and Martyr 
     9:30 AM Richmond Conf. Mtg. 
 with Bishop * 
     11:40 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
     6:15 PM Mutual Ministry Mtg. 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting 
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Calendar 
Continued from page 6 
 
24 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     7:00 PM Pastor@FLCV Meeting * 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
25 Commemoration of Elizabeth Fedde 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
26 National Chili Day 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     6:30 PM Brownie Troop #557 Meeting 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
27 Pastor's Day Off 
 
* Off site      

Worship Team meeting scheduled 
 
This is a reminder to members of the Mes-
siah Worship Team groups (Altar Guild, 
Ushers, Choirs, Lectors, Greeters, and 
Worship Assistants) that we will have our 
quarterly meeting on February 8th at 9:15 
(snow date February 15th, same time).   
 
Please be prompt because the meeting will 
be short since it will be held between ser-
vices that day. Once again, it would be 
helpful if at least one member from each of 
the groups could attend, and we would ap-
preciate any suggestions you might have 
to enhance our group contributions to our 
weekly services. 

If you live or work in Hanover County, Vir-
ginia, sign up for the new emergency alert 
system. Learn more here: http://
www.hanovercounty.gov/Sheriff/Hanover-
Alerts/ 

“Caring” for Messiah’s former pastor  
 
We wish to advise you that The Rev. 
Larry Matthews, a former pastor of Mes-
siah, has been diagnosed with cancer and 
is undergoing treatment. Please keep him 
and his family in your prayers. For those 
interested, you can contact him and his 
family or receive updates through his Car-
ing Bridge page: http://
www.caringbridge.org/visit/larrymatthews 

Rides needed 
 
Lisa Ravizza is in need of rides to and 
from Sunday services and other events 
held at Messiah. Would you be willing and 
able to help? She currently has temporary 
housing off of Route 54 in Ashland and 
hopes to have permanent placement (with 
transportation) soon. Disability has been 
approved. If you think you might be able 
to help, please contact Jenn Drazenovich 
who is handling scheduling as part of our 
Health and Safety Team. 

Joseph Simpkins update 
 
Our pastor and council are working with 
Messiah member Joseph Simpkins after 
he lost his job and became homeless in 
2014. Along with offering temporary hous-
ing assistance, we are trying to locate ap-
propriate employment. (He has a high 
school degree; sales, computer, and call 
center management experience). He is also 
trying to transition into more cost effective 
housing – renting a room rather than stay-
ing at a hotel. If you are aware of any job 
openings or an inexpensive room for rent, 
please let Pastor Lou know. Please con-
tinue to support the benevolence fund 
with any size donation so that Joseph 
doesn’t end up out in the cold.  
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Senior Citizens Police Academy: 
“Insight into the ‘how’s and why’s’ of 
law enforcement”  
 
The quote is from Colonel David R. 
Hines, Sheriff of Hanover County. The 
Hanover County Sheriff’s Office will be 
hosting a Senior Citizens Police Academy 
from April 7, 2015, through June 16, 
2015. The academy will be held every 
Tuesday between the hours of 9 a.m. and 
12 p.m. at the Montpelier Community 
Center. There will be no cost for the par-
ticipants. Class size will be limited to 30 
seniors as first come first accepted. The 
program will be available to seniors 55 
years of age or older who are residents, 
business owners, or county employees. 
Applicants must also be willing to submit 
to a background check.  
 
This academy is designed to give partici-
pants an inside look into law enforcement 
with the Hanover County Sheriff’s Office. 
The training will consist of a variety of law 
enforcement topics as well as pro-active 
crime prevention presentations, which will 
give seniors a better understanding of how 
and why the members of the Sheriff’s Of-
fice do what they do. The goal of the acad-
emy is to develop productive relationships 
with the seniors in our community and for 
the seniors to develop a better under-
standing of law enforcement.  
 
If you are interested, contact Deputy Jim 
McLaughlin at (804) 365-6110 for an ap-
plication or additional information. 
Please remember the deadline to apply is 
March 20, 2015. 
 
A brochure for the academy is online: 
http://www.hanovercounty.gov/SO/
Senior_Citizens_Police_Academy_Brochure.pdf 

Congratulations to member of Messiah Lu-
theran (Mechanicsville), Judy Schw erdtfe-
ger, who recently received Henrico 
County's prestigious Community Service 
Award from Chief Douglas A. Middleton, 
Henrico County Police. She is only the sec-
ond citizen of Henrico County to receive 
this award. Judy has been an active par-
ticipant and leader (currently President) of 
Henrico County's Triad-SALT Council for 
decades and assisted as a volunteer with 
other county services.  
 
Triad-SALT is a crime-fighting and service 
partnership between law enforcement, 
seniors. The organizations that form the 
Triad are the AARP, (American Association 
of Retired People), IACP (International As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police) and NSA 
(National Sheriffs’ Association). SALT 
stands for Seniors and Law Enforcement 
Together. 

We are transitioning to a new website: 
messiahmech.com. MessiahMech stands 
for Messiah Mechanicsville and echoes our 
name on other social media formats.  
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“Take the plunge”  
Volunteer Opportunities  
from your Social Ministry team 
 
 Volunteer- Special Event Aide- Animal 

Control – Volunteer will perform vari-
ous duties at events sponsored by Ani-
mal Control, such as rabies clinics 
(completion of rabies certificates, sell-
ing of county dog licenses) and pet 
adoption stands (educating interested 
parties about animal for adoption). For 
more information use the following 
link: http://www.hanovervirginia.org/SO/
Animal_Control_Volunteer_Application.pdf 

  
 Veteran to Veteran Hospice - Bon Se-

cours Hospice, the only nonprofit hos-
pice in the Richmond area, is seeking 
volunteers who are veterans of the 
armed services. Through a program 
called We Honor Veterans, we are re-
cruiting veterans who are willing to be 
a visiting volunteer for fellow veter-
ans. Bon Secours Hospice is a program 
that affirms the dignity of life. It serves 
people affected by an advanced illness 
by providing comprehensive compas-
sionate care which respects each of our 
patient’s needs, beliefs, and wishes. We 
help these individuals live comfortably 
in their final days and help families 
cope with the care and ultimate loss of 
their loved one. Hospice care can be 
provided in a variety of settings, 
healthcare centers, assisted and inde-
pendent living facilities.  Bon Secours 
Hospice serves patients in a 50 mile 
radius of downtown Richmond. We try 
to keep your assignment close to your 
own home and you set the times you 
will volunteer. We will train you about 
hospice and provide training and orien-
tation for your first assignments. You 
do not have to decide to volunteer until 
after you take our training. While no 
special skills are needed to be a hos-
pice volunteer, we do require that you 
have your own means of transportation 

and are 18 years of age or older. Bon 
Secours Richmond requires references 
and the volunteer must complete TB 
testing, a background check, and a 
drug screening at no charge to the ap-
plicant. The time commitment varies 
depending upon your assignment, usu-
ally no more than 2 to 4 hours per 
week. This opportunity is managed by 
Bon Secours Hospice directly.  

http://www.bonsecours.com/
about/volunteer.asp  

 
 Be a Chef – Ronald McDonald House 

Charities of Richmond - The Ronald 
McDonald House provides a home-
away-from-home for critically ill chil-
dren and their families. After a long 
day at the hospital, one of the most im-
portant things that we can give to our 
families is a hot, nourishing meal. We 
have a fully stocked kitchen and an on-
going need for volunteers to prepare 
dinner for our guests. Dinner is served 
every night at 6pm. Volunteers will 
need to arrive 1-2 hours ahead of time. 
Monday nights are needed. No long 
term commitment required. This oppor-
tunity is managed by Ronald McDonald 
House directly.  

http://rmhc-richmond.org/ 

 For our youth and the youth of All 
souls Episcopal, Redeemer Roman 
Catholic, and Shady Grove United 
Methodist for the youth-led ecumeni-
cal service to kick off the annual Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity in Janu-
ary.  

 
 For our retiring council members: Jen 

Drazenovich, Roger Schroeder, and 
Erna Jung. 
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
 March, 2015 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, February 21st 

  
Please call me with your  

written submission, place your written  
submission in the “Newsletter” mail slot  

OR email susiew51@comcast.net 

Inclement weather? 
 
If inclement weather, Messiah will attempt 
to announce any closing or delay through 
our phone message, website 
(messiahmech.com), Channel 8 news 
(wric.com), and our Facebook group 
(Messiah Lutheran Church and School) as 
well as our Twitter feed (MessiahMech).  

@MessiahMech 

    Messiah on Pinterest 
 
http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/
boards/ 


