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Advent,  
a season of preparation 
 
The four week cycle of Advent began on 
Sunday, November 27, and it is considered 
the start of the liturgical New Year. We’ll 
be focusing on passages pointing to the 
promise of Christ’s birth and preparing 
our hearts to welcome the Christ child 
once again.  
 
Meditation guides and Advent calendars 
for home use are available for adults/
families on our welcome table. In this time 
surrounding the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, a beloved Christmas hymn 
by Martin Luther, From Heaven Above, 
provides the theme for this year’s daily de-
votions for Advent. Theology professor Mi-
chael Hoy “unwraps” each week a different 
gift that comes “from heaven above” 
through the birth of Christ. 28 brief 2-
minute reflections reveal the benefits of 
the divine gifts of hope, love, peace and life 
that were delivered to us in a holy Child 
wrapped in swaddling clothes.  
 
No Room at the Inn: Experience beautiful 
nativities from around the world, Decem-
ber 2-4. Reflect upon the true meaning of 
Christmas at Redeemer Roman Catholic 

Church. Proceeds benefits missions in 
Haiti, Safe Harbor, and MCEF. Learn 
more: http://churchredeemer.org/No-
Room 
 
Historic Polegreen Church Grand Illumi-
nation: Mark the start of the season in a 
special way with our friends at Historic 
Polegreen Church, a national treasure 
celebrating religious freedom right here in 
Mechanicsville. The Grand Illumination 
has become a beacon and a holiday tradi-
tion for several years. This year, the event 
will be held on Friday, December 2, at 
5:30 pm. Learn more: historicpole-
green.org 
 
Carols & Christmas Tree Decorating: On 
Sunday, December 18, join us at 9:15 am 
as we share in a short program, sing car-
ols, and trim our Chrismon tree together. 
(Chrismons are ornaments depicting tradi- 
 
                             Continued on page 2  
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Treasurer needed 
 
Starting in January, we will need a new 
treasurer. Due to family needs, Paula Bar-
wick, who has served so faithfully over 
many years on and off, will be moving to 
Norfolk.  
 
The treasurer is appointed by Council and 
oversees finances. Starting at the end of 
2016, our administrative assistant, Dav-
ina Winn, has taken over most of the 
regular duties of bill-paying and monitor-
ing the books. This should lighten the load 
considerably on our future treasurers. 
Please prayerfully consider helping your 
Messiah family with this important role.  

Advent 
Continued from page 1 
 
tional symbols for Christ.) Starting at 
10:15 am, All Souls Episcopal and Mes-
siah Lutheran youth will help lead us in 
combined worship service - lessons and 
carols with a nativity play. Choirs from 
both congregations have been invited to 
lead music together that day. An informal  
fellowship time follows in our church hall. 
Consider bringing a Christmas treat to 
share! 
 
Fröhliche Weihnachten!  
(Merry Christmas!) 
Kaffeeklatsch & German Christmas Ser-
vice: You are invited, by a local German 
Club, to come to Messiah on Sunday, De-
cember 18th. At 4:00 pm, it will start with 
Kaffeeklatsch ( coffee hour) in the fellow-
ship hall with German Christmas goodies.   
At 5:00 pm, Messiah will again host a Ger-
man Christmas service with German read-
ings and hymns. The sermon will be in 
English for everybody to understand.   
Pastor Vic Schmick will do the sermon 
and Pastor Lou will assist. It is free and 
everybody is invited to join.   For those 
who have not attended  in the past it, will 
be wunderbar! 
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nal cancer define her. As much as things 
have changed with her passing, I trust 
hope remains.  
 
How can we still say that? Why do we be-
lieve? Because whatever happens good or 
bad, no matter if we have family or not, 
our hope came to us long ago as a vulner-
able babe. He found no grand, warm wel-
come. He was born in what was likely a 
cold cave used for stabling animals. His 
family were what today might be called the 
working poor. He soon became hunted by 
those in power, and he and his parents 
fled as refugees. We don’t know much 
about his life after that time until he went 
into his public ministry. Then, he had no 
real home. His family of blood often made 
jokes and scoffed at him. His neighbors 
turned their back. Yet on his way, fisher-
man and other low-lifes and “losers” – peo-
ple who often felt unlovable - crossed his 
path and began to walk with him.  
 
Jesus spoke of hope. He shared his love, 
and before long, those who welcomed him 
in relationship became like family. They 
even called each other brother and sister, 
and they continued to welcome more into 
his family even after his death on a cross. 
All at first seemed lost, “But when the full-
ness of time had come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, in 
order to redeem those who were under the 
law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children” (Gal. 4:4-5). When hope seemed 
beyond our reach and power, God sent his 
hope to us in Jesus. 
 
Remember again the Nativity story. Amidst 
the poverty and problems, strangers felt 
drawn to Jesus. They even brought their 
friends. It remained that way throughout 
his life and after his death. People were 
brought together and found they really 
could love one another; be family together. 
It is true we should never give up hope, 
but perhaps we can all learn a bit from  
 
                                Continued on page 4 

Pastor’s Letter… 
 
Never give up hope,  
but always share it 
 
Long ago, Cris Pfohl and I were serving on 
the same police squad and had just begun 
commuting together. I was a bachelor, had 
no family in the area, and to be honest, 
felt quite alone and unloved at that time in 
my life. As often happens as a junior police 
officer, we were scheduled to be on duty 
for Christmas Eve.  
 
Hearing this, Annette, his new wife, made 
room at their holiday table for me, along 
with his mother and father, before Cris 
and I reported for duty. That simple act of 
breaking bread and Christmas hospitality 
opened an unexpected gift where we would 
eventually become family for one another. 
Since 1989, we have experienced the 
promised “future full of hope” together 
(Jer.29:11) as the years rolled by. As they 
had children, Curtis and Kyle, and I mar-
ried Kristine, our faith, hope and love 
only grew. Yet this year, it is going to be a 
very different Christmas for the Florio-
Pfohl clan. As most of you know, Annette 
died from cancer right before the holiday 
season. 
 
Yes, we will miss Annette at the table, 
around the Christmas tree, and even in 
her usual holiday pew at Messiah Lu-
theran. As she faced over 100 chemo treat-
ments, approximately 60 radiation treat-
ments, 7 surgeries, and several SRS thera-
pies over eleven years, she grew to look 
forward to our annual family Christmas 
photo on Christmas Eve in front of Mes-
siah’s tree. You would often hear her say, 
there and elsewhere, “Never give up hope.” 
She lived that way too. She served as a 
teacher rarely missing a day. She men-
tored others facing cancer for the first 
time. She continued to welcome people 
into her heart and home, expanding our 
“family” connections. She never let termi-
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Christmas, the season 
celebrating Christ’s birth 
 
Christmas is a twelve day liturgical cele-
bration spanning from Christmas Eve, De-
cember 24th, through the Feast of the 
Epiphany (or Little Christmas), January 
6th. Christmas commemorates the most 
momentous event in human history—the 
entry of God into the world He made, in 
the form of a baby. Epiphany traditionally 
marks the arrival of the Magi, or primarily 
in Eastern Christendom, the baptism of 
Jesus. The story of Jesus turning water 
into wine at a family wedding can also be 
recalled. In each of these early stories, Je-
sus is shown to have the power of God. 
Other feast days of the season include St. 
Stephen’s Day, a traditional day to feed 
and care for the poor (as in the carol, 
Good King Wenceslas), and the Massacre 
of the Holy Innocents (recalling Herod the 
Great’s attempt to kill Jesus as an infant 
and the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt. 
Starting this season, the Narrative Lec-
tionary will take us into the fourth of its 
four year cycles with a focus on the Gospel 
of Luke. 
 
On Christmas Eve, we’ll have one candle-
light service at 7:00 pm building upon our 
Advent meditations, From Heaven Above. 
 
On Christmas Day, December 25th, we 
will reassemble for our Sunday service at 
10:45 am. This communion service will 
have different scriptures, hymns and ser-
mon to help us continue our celebrations 
into the week.  
 
On Epiphany, Friday, January 6th, at 
6:00 pm, help us welcome the arrival of 
the traditional three Wisemen. They will 
bare gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
for our newborn king. You are invited to 
bring socks, gloves, and winter hats for 
area people in need. In addition, we’ll have 
our annual bonfire of Christmas greens  
                                                               

Pastor’s letter 
Continued from page 3 
 
Annette and these other saints. Let’s also  
seek to also share that hope with others. 
This isn’t a gift to be hoarded.  
 
Who do we know who is alone? Where do 
we see someone suffering? How can we be 
one with them this Christmas? I don’t 
know your answer(s), but I’m sure Jesus 
will show us all our individual way if we 
ask. It might be as simple as seeing some-
one who is easily ignored and speaking 
with them – or perhaps better, listening. It 
could be that you offer space at your table 
- or better yet in your heart for relation-
ship. And when we meet these strangers 
who become friends, brothers and sisters, 
we will find out the hope we celebrate at 
Christmas is real and need never end. It’s 
a gift that goes on from one heart to an-
other, generation to generation, until Je-
sus comes again.    
 
Never give up hope. Always boldly share it. 
Kristine and I give God thanks for you, es-
pecially at this time. On behalf of the Cris, 
Curtis, Kyle and ourselves, thank you for 
your kind words and prayers this last nine 
years. We will look forward to seeing you 
gathered around Messiah’s tree on Christ-
mas Eve!  
 
Sincerely,  
Pastor Lou 

and fellowship. Members of Friends of 
L’Arche Central Virginia, a community 
serving those with intellectual disabilities, 
have been invited to join us again. We’ll 
have an Epiphany cake and door prizes. 
Have left over Christmas goodies? Bring 
them along to share. This short evening 
event is perfect for children of all ages!  
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We pray for each other: 
 
Charlie Absher; Annette Buckholtz; 
Adam Dworak, Sr.; Pat Motley; Judy 
Schw erdtfeger; Dick & Evelyn Wright. 
 
We pray for our extended family 
and neighbors: 
Linda Barnes-Depuy, daughter of Joan 
Barnes; Diane Beverly, friend of the Flo-
rios; Julie Brown, family member of Jean 
Wightman; Virginia Collie, Johnnie Col-
lie’s mother; Frank Greenday, former 
member; Robert Johnson, brother-in-law 
of the DiGrazias; Ben Morlan, uncle of 
Donna Shaw; The Rev. Samuel Mozolak, 
father of Karen & Michael Morris; Family 
& Friends of Annette Pfohl, friend of 
Messiah; Tim Schroeder, nephew of 
Roger; Lorna Snook, mother of Susen 
Weaver; Sandy Street, sister of Donna 
Shaw; Our veterans, their fellow soldiers 
& their waiting families, especially An-

drew  Addair & LJ Spray; The People & 
Pastor of All Souls, and our shared min-
istry; All those persecuted in any w ay 
for their faith in Christ, especially in 
Turkey, Colombia, UAE, Bahrain, Niger, 
and Oman. 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134.  If leaving a message, include uour 
contact information for follow-up. Unless we 
hear otherwise, individuals will be removed 
quarterly. Memorial prayers will run a mini-
mum of two weeks and then be included in 
our All Saints Sunday activities. Our list 
was reset on 10/2. 

December  4  Karen Nicholson 
       10 Pastor Lou Florio 
       10 Gordon Gunn 
       16 Marilyn Gunn 
       16 Sandy Sauer 
       30 Kyle Schroeder 
 
 
 
 
January  3 Paula Barwick 
      4 Karen Umberger 
      4 JoAn Firebaugh 
    11 Erna Jung 
    14 Max Williams 
    15 Grayson Starret 
    22 Bill Hatfield 
    23 Brandi Hendrickson 
    31 Mary Grace Delph 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December  23 Paul & Victoria Knab 
 
 
If you would like YOUR birthdays &  
anniversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to  
messiahmech@gmail.com or call Davina 
(746-7134). 

@MessiahMech 
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Calendar of events  
 
DECEMBER 
1   11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
2   Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Local Remembrance: Jean Donovan 
     Pastor's Day Off 
     10:00 AM Pastor @Chaplain Training * 
     5:30 PM Historic Polegreen Church 
        Grand Illumination * 
3 
4 FOSTER CHILDREN GIFTS DUE 
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages  
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
5 10:30 AM Worship at Hanover 
        Adult Center 
6 Commemoration of Nicholas,  
        Bishop of Myra 
     9:30 AM Richmond Conf. Mtg. 
7   2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
8  11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
9  Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
10 Human Rights Day 
     Martin Luther Burns the Popes Decree  
        of Excommunication (1520) 
     Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
11 9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
      9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
     11:45 AM Annual Business Meeting  
        and Elections 

12 
13 Commemoration of Lucy, Martyr 
     7:30 AM Pastor @ VCC Meeting. * 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
     7:00 PM Youth: Ecumenical Service 
        Planning 
14 2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #557 Mtg. 
15 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
      7:00 PM Choir Practice 
16 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
17 
18 10:00 AM Worship Service & Christmas 
        Pageant (Messiah Lutheran & 
        All Souls) 
      4:00 PM Kaffeeklatsch 
      5:00 PM German Church Service 
19 
20 Commemoration of Katharina von Bora 
        Luther 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
21 First Day of Winter 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
22 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
      7:00 PM Choir Practice 
23 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
24 5:00 PM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     7:00 PM Messiah Lutheran's Family 
        Christmas Eve Service 
25 Christmas Day 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
26 Feast of Stephen, Deacon & Martyr 
27 Feast of John, Apostle & Evangelist 
28 Feast of the Holy Innocents 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
29 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
      7:00 PM Choir Practice 
30 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
31 Have a safe & happy New Year's Eve! 
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JANUARY 
1   New Year’s Day 
     Feast of the Name of Jesus 
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
2 Commemoration of Johann Konrad 
        Wilhelm Loehe, Renewer of the 
        Church 
     10:30 AM Worship at Hanover  
        Adult Center 
3   9:30 AM Richmond Conference Mtg. 
4   2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
5  11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
6  Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
7 
8 9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
9 
10 Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
     7:30 AM Pastor @ VCC Meeting. * 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
     7:00 PM Youth: Ecumenical Service 
        Planning 
11 2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #557 Mtg. 
12 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
13 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
      Pastor's Day Off 
14 Commemoration of Eivind Josef  
        Berggrav, Bishop 
     Law Enforcement Appreciation Day 
15 Commemoration of Martin Luther King, 
        Jr., Renewer of the Church & Martyr 
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 

16 Religious Freedom Day 
17 Commemoration of Antony of Egypt,  
        Renewer of the Church 
     10:30 AM Pastor @LFS Board Meeting. 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
18 Feast of the Confession of Peter 
     Start of the Week of Prayer 
        for Christian Unity 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
19 Commemoration of Henry, Bishop  
        and Martyr 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
20 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
21 Commemoration of Agnes, Martyr 
22 9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
23 
24 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
25 Feast of the Conversion of Paul 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #557 Mtg. 
26 Commemoration of Timothy, Titus, and 
        Silas, Missionaries 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
27 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Commemoration of Lydia, Dorcas and  
        Phoebe, Witnesses to the Faith 
     Internat’l Holocaust Remembrance Day  
     Pastor's Day Off 
28 Commemoration of Thomas Acquinas, 
        Teacher 
29 9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
      9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
30 
31 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
 
 * Off site      
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brings together the Central Virginia Food-
bank, Meals on Wheels Serving Central 
Virginia and the Community Kitchen, 
helping to deliver operational efficiencies 
and increase feeding capacity and meal 
quality to more effectively and efficiently 
fight hunger in our region. For more infor-
mation please call Sudeshna Das-Menezes 
at 804-521-3277 or visit http://
feedmore.org/.  
 
  Librarian – C2Adopt 
C2Adopt is looking for a volunteer to help 
us with our library. We need volunteers to 
reorganize the library, create library pock-
ets, and create and place library cards in 
all of our books. The ideal volunteer would 
be able to bring in their own laptop to type 
up library cards and then email them to 
C2Adopt’s server to be printed; however 
this is not a requirement. Our office hours 
are 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday - Friday 
and volunteer times are flexible. C2Adopt 
(formerly coordinators2inc) was founded in 
1988 by two women who were frustrated 
with a cumbersome system that failed to 
prepare children adequately for adoption 
and in which children lingered for years 
waiting to be adopted. Today, we are a 
non-profit, Virginia-licensed agency offer-
ing training and education, placement and 
supportive services to anyone whose life 
has been touched by adoption. The 
agency's unique approach to adoption is 
reflected in the range and types of services 
we offer and the lifetime partnership we 
provide to adoptive and birth families and 
adoptees.  Call Arial Leeper at 804-354-
1881 or visit http://www.c2adopt.com/ 

“Take the Plunge”  
Volunteer Opportunities from Social Ministry 
 
Breaking Bread – The Daily Planet 
The Breaking Bread program needs estab-
lished groups of 4 to 12 people to provide 
meals for the residents living at our Medi-
cal Respite and Safe Haven programs. 
Groups can provide meals one time, 
monthly, bi-monthly, or quarterly. Your 
group purchases food, prepares the meals 
and brings it to the facility to serve to the 
residents. Both programs provide service/
shelter to 21 individuals. The average meal 
costs between $75 and $100 depending on 
what you choose to serve. Menu examples 
include baked chicken, spaghetti, (we've 
had groups bring take-out pizza), a side 
dish (vegetable), bread and a small des-
sert. Please bring enough food for your 
group to eat with the residents and feel 
free to stay and visit for up to an hour.  
This volunteer program is not just about 
feeding the body; it’s also about feeding 
the spirit through conversation and fellow-
ship. We can fit about 8-12 volunteers at 
Safe Haven since they have a large 
kitchen. Medical Respite, we usually try 
not to have more than 8-10 because of 
space considerations. We prefer a mini-
mum volunteer age of 10. For more infor-
mation please email Susan Sekerke at 
http://www.dailyplanetva.org/give-help/
volunteer/ or call 804-934-1824. 
 
  Meals on Wheels Delivery – FeedMore 
Help is needed each weekday from 10:45 - 
1:30 to deliver meals to homebound 
neighbors throughout the Richmond metro 
area including Mechanicsville, Ashland, 
and Highland Springs. Volunteers would 
need to be available to pick up meals be-
tween 10:45-11:15; routes typically take 
about an hour and half to complete. Fami-
lies and parents with children are encour-
aged to volunteer. For non-drivers, pack-
ing & loading of routes is needed each 
weekday from 10am-11:30 ONLY at the 
1601 Rhoadmiller Street location. Feed-
More is the umbrella organization that 

Christmas Hiatus 
 
Regular Sunday school classes will not 
meet to allow for special events and family 
fun from December 18th through January 
1. In addition, our Wednesday Bible study 
will not meet.  
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Breaking News for MCEF 
 
 MCEF's advisory board has approved 

a One Stop Shop for MCEF's minis-
tries. The estimated costs for the  
build out and monthly expenses were 
approved for a presentation to Me-
chanicsville churches and community. 
The presentation will take place after 
the first of the year in the proposed 
location. Stay tuned. 

 
 Mechanicsville Christmas Parade-

Sunday, December 4, starting at 2 
p.m., float will be collecting canned 
food along the route. 

 
 No Room at the Inn-December 2-4 at 

Church of the Redeemer, a percentage 
of the proceeds benefit MCEF. 

Sale wrap-up 
 
On November 4 and 5, the Transition 
Team along with several volunteers held 
the School Inventory/Church Yard Sale.  
 
On the 4th, area preschools, previous MLS 
staff, and Messiah and All Souls members 
were invited to the Preview/Sale.  
 
On the following day, the Sale was opened 
to the public as well. It was a truly amaz-
ing event, as not only preschools, but also 
home daycares, home school families, and 
many others blessed our doors to buy 
items to continue the mission of educating 
children.  
 
Judy and Charlie Schw erdtfeger were on 
hand to man the café selling soup, coffee, 
and chips. Charlie also sold flowers, all 
benefiting the Sale.  
 
A brief recap of profits made include 
$1747.15 from the sale of items which in-
cluded furniture, books, educational re-
sources, and toys. Both vans sold for a to-
tal of $6000. The café made $57 in profit 
and the plants another $15. Items that 
were not sold were picked up by the Salva-
tion Army, except for 4 cribs that were do-
nated to CARITAS.  
 
A big “Thank You” goes to the Sale volun-
teers, including Sharon Addair, Sally 
Bennett, Doris Ewing, Sharon Norman, 
and Lois Schroeder who helped on Satur-
day. A very special, heartfelt “Thank You” 
goes to the Transition Team: Jake Addair, 
Tracey Anderson, Donna Combs, 
Marilyn Gunn, Donna Shaw , and Susie 
Weaver, for the countless hours spent 
preparing for and conducting the sale. It 
was truly a job well done! 

Ring in the 500th Year 
of the Reformation 
 
On Sunday, January 1, at worship, chil-
dren in our congregation will be offered the 
chance to adopt a a new friend to accom-
pany them throughout the 500th anniver-
sary year. The “Here I Stand – Traveling 
Martin” is an easy way to remind them of 
God’s grace that will travel with them into 
2017. Throughout the celebration year, as 
you travel around your hometown or 
abroad, bring traveling Martin Luther with 
you. Take photos of him on the journey, 
anywhere where the Good News of God’s 
free gift of grace can be shared. Post pic-
tures to a special national Facebook page 
as well as Messiah’s, and see how the 
Good News spreads. Visit: facebook.com/
TravelingMartinLuther. A new tab has 
been added to our website offering many 
other Reformation resources and videos, 
Check them our at MessiahMech.com.  
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Youth-Led  
Christian Unity Service  
 
As Christians commemorate the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, our All Souls/
Messiah Fusion Youth Group will invite 
other local youth groups to lead their wor-
ship communities in a fourth annual wor-
ship event. Youth will organize and lead 
the entire service, and you will be invited. 
This year’s service location and theme will 
be announced soon. The Week of Prayer 
runs from the Feast of the Confession of 
Peter through the Feast of the Conversion 
of Paul (January 18-25). Bible study 
guides will be available on our welcome 
table.  

We offer our continued prayers and conso-
lation to the Pfohl family upon Annette's 
death on November 9, 2016. The funeral 
and internment was held on November 15 
in Fredericksburg with Pastor Lou presid-
ing. Following her death, her family (Cris, 
Curtis and Kyle) has transferred their 
church membership to Messiah along with 
Cris' mother, Helen Pfohl. 

Annual congregational 
business meeting 
 
Messiah is governed by a constitution and 
bylaws which designates that the author-
ity for all decisions ultimately rests with 
the membership of the church. Once-per-
month meetings of the church council 
usually take about one and one half 
hours. Excused absences due to conflict 
are met with grace and understanding. In 
December, we gather to elect new council 
members and approve an annual budget. 
We can’t do it without your help – to es-
tablish a quorum, share your opinions, 
and vote. Please join us on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 11:45 am, following wor-
ship.  
 
If you wish to be nominated for council (a 
three-year term), please contact any mem-
ber of our current council or Pastor Lou. 
For questions on our finances, you may 
contact our Finance Team (Paula Barwick, 
Acting Treasurer; Laura Harris, Steward-
ship Liaison to council; and Bill Weaver, 
Financial Secretary).  

Annual Reporting Meeting 
 
Come learn about the state of our congre-
gation on Sunday, January 22nd after the 
10:45 am service. It will be a celebration of 
what God has, is and will do through our 
faith community to bless us and others. 
We will also swear in our new council 
members and give thanks for those com-
pleting their terms.  Financial Peace University  

 
Look for an announcement soon on when 
our next session of Financial Peace is to 
begin. Of the households that have already 
taken the course at Messiah, people al-
ready report tangible benefits for their 
household budget and in their ability to be 
more generous. In a local nine-week class, 
you’ll learn Dave Ramsey’s seven easy-to-
follow Baby Steps to create a budget, get 
out of debt, and make a plan for your 
money! Plus, your FPU membership in-
cludes 16 weeks of online access to view 
each lesson anytime! These sessions are 
open to the public, so let your neighbors 
know. Contact Darren Williams, the class 
coordinator, through our office. Nursery 
care will be offered. 



December, we enter the Gospel of Luke, 
the third and second longest of the four 
canonical Gospels. Luke is believed to be a 
doctor of gentile background in Greece. He 
became a coworker with St. Paul. Listen 
for some of these special characteristics of 
his Gospel in the Sundays ahead:  
 The centrality of Jerusalem in the 

story, 
 An emphasis on worship and prayer 
 The importance of the Holy Spirit 
 Lots of food and fellowship reported 
 Concern for the excluded, especially 

gentiles and women 
 The theme of salvation.  
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Hanover Cares 
 
At our special congregational meeting on 
Sunday, November 20, 2016, Council was 
authorized to negotiate a lease with Hano-
ver Cares for office space at our church by 
a vote of 50-1. For the first year, the desig-
nated office space (our administrative as-
sistant’s old office) will be offered free, but 
they will handle and pay for their operat-
ing expenses and insurance. Members of 
Messiah members will still have access as 
needed to the copier and other church re-
sources held there. Davina Winn, our 
church administrative assistant, will oc-
cupy the old MLS Director’s Office. The 
Hanover Cares coalition mobilizes commu-
nity awareness of substance abuse issues 
into actions that develop and support 
healthy opportunities for youth and par-
ents. These opportunities are targeted at 
the reduction of substance abuse in our 
community. Their new Executive Director 
will move in sometime in early December. 
The agreement may be cancelled at any 
time by either party. For more information 
about Hanover Cares:  
http://hanover-cares.org 

Narrative Lectionary –  
Gospel of Luke 
 
The Narrative lectionary is an alternative 
four-year cycle of readings. On the Sun-
days from September through May each 
year, the texts follow the sweep of the bib-
lical story from Creation through the early 
Christian church. The texts show the 
breadth and variety of voices within Scrip-
ture. They invite people to hear the stories 
of Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the 
prophets, Jesus, and Paul. Listening to the 
many different voices within Scripture en-
riches preaching and the life of faith. In 

Winter Celebration, 1/27-29 
 
Messiah’s high school youth are invited to 
attend this popular youth retreat at Eagle 
Eyrie (Lynchburg, VA). Winter Celebration 
is the Virginia Synod’s popular, annual 
weekend retreat for youth in grades 9 
through 12 and their adult advisors. They 
offer Large Group and Small Group gath-
erings that consist of singing, comedy, 
worship, faith sharing and presentations 
on our event theme. On Saturday after-
noon during Free Time they will also hold 
their annual Talent Show and in the eve-
nings you will have time to relax in your 
Cottage and talk with with other youth 
and adults from your congregation and 
other congregations about how Winter 
Celebration is going.  
 
If you wish to attend, contact our new 
youth ministry leader, Glenda Schroeder, 
or Pastor Lou. Learn more: http://
vasynod.org/ministries/youth-ministry/ 
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
February, 2017 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, January 22 

 
Please call, hand me a written 

submission OR email 
susiew51@comcast.net 

                Messiah on Pinterest 
 
http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/ 
   boards/ 
 

 

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 
 

Help us help others 
 
We are looking for more ways to effec-
tively offer our building in support of our 
membership, community and area non-
profits. If you have ideas for classes, ac-
tivities, or other events which will facili-
tate the sharing of God’s love, please con-
tact any council member. We would love 
to hear your ideas to bless Mechanicsville 
and beyond! 

Religious Freedom Sunday 
 
Churches across the United States will 
commemorate the anniversary of the pas-
sage of the Virginia Statute of Religious 
Freedom of January 16, 1786 on Sun., 
Jan. 15. This document became the foun-
dation for our constitutional protections. 


