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MLC Constitution 
review 
 
Over the past several months, your church 
council has been working diligently to re-
vise our 2007 Constitution to be in-line 
with the ELCA Model Constitution which 
was enacted in 2016. There are many 
changes that include the addition of ele-
ments required by the ELCA along with a 
change in format.   
 
The draft Constitution now has both By-
Laws and Continuing Resolutions embed-
ded in the body of the document. By-laws 
from our 2007 Constitution have been 
added to the corresponding Constitutional 
element in the new draft Constitution. 
Some Continuing Resolutions have been 
generated from existing church operating 
procedures with several others being 
newly written. All have been added to the 
By-law that they enhance. 
 
Shortly, each member family will receive a 
printed copy of the draft constitution. 
Church council is requesting members ex-
amine the document and provide any writ-
ten comments to Davina Winn, Church 
Secretary, by November 12, 2017.  All 
comments will be reviewed by Council be-
fore the called meeting at which we will 
vote upon the proposed draft Constitution 
ratification. Council will be notifying you 
of that date in the coming weeks. 

CreationFest  
 
CreationFest celebrates God’s creation 
and continued creative work in our lives 
through a craft fair, bake sale, pet bless-
ing, bounce house and more.  
 
This year, it will be held on Saturday,  
October 14th, 9:00 am through 2:00 pm.  
 
Parrots of Paradise, a rescue and reha-
bilitation service for exotic birds will offer 
a meet and greet with their feathered 
friends all day with an educational, enter-
taining show at 11:00 am.  
 
Our annual pet blessing 
will be held at 1:00 pm.  
Bring the whole family, 
even those with fur, fins, or 
feathers!  
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Your 2017 Church Council  
And Associate Members 

 
Dean Gustafson …….. Council President 

James Anderson ……..Vice-President 
Sally Bennett …… Secretary 

       
   Sharon Addair          Becky Collie  
   Steve Gilnett           Cheryl B Griffis 
   Donna Shaw             Susie Weaver 
      
                 

Council  Liaisons 
 Christian Education ……….Donna Shaw  
 Evangelism …………....James Anderson 
 Finance ……………………... Becky Collie 
 Property ……………………..Steve Gilnett 
 Social Ministry ……………Sharon Addair 
 Stewardship ………………..Susie Weaver 
 Worship ……….…………….Sally Bennett 
 

 
      Bill  Weaver ….…..Treasurer  
      Jake Addair ……. Financial Secretary   
      Sue Gilnett, RN...Parish Nurse 

 
Trustees: Leroy Albertson,  

Pat Hubert, and Dick Wright . 
 

Sermons online 
 
Don't forget, recent Sunday sermons are 
being posted each week at Messiah-
Mech.com and our MessiahMech YouTube 
Channel. https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UC2fCNdhDR_Ey20lQjswhitw 

@MessiahMech 

On Reformation Sunday, Oct. 29,  Messiah 
will have a combined service with All Souls 
Episcopal Church at 10:00 am to celebrate 
a day 500 years in the making.  
 
Our special day will include a combined 
choir, special children’s activities, and fes-
tive worship.  
 
A potluck luncheon will follow to be en-
joyed by all.  
 
Please note there will be no Sunday school 
that day.  
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Pastoral Letter… 
 
500 years in the making 
 
I, Martin Luther, an unworthy preacher of 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, thus 
profess and thus believe; that this article, 
that faith alone, without works, can justify 
before God, shall never be overthrown ... 
This is the true Gospel... This is the doctrine 
I shall teach; and this the Holy Spirit and 
the Church of the faithful has delivered. In 
this will I abide. Amen. 
 
Five hundred years ago on October 31, 
1517, Martin Luther posted ninety-five cri-
tiques of the church in the hope of foster-
ing discussion and reform. The Holy Spirit 
had other ideas. It became what we now 
know as the Protestant Reformation. 
 
It is a time to celebrate. A comprehensive 
reform and renewal of the catholic 
(universal) church and society was the re-
sult. Historic errors were corrected. Scrip-
ture became more accessible to people in 
their common tongue. Universities flour-
ished. Government structures and the le-
gal system changed for the better. We left 
the Dark Ages and much superstition be-
hind. 
 
It is a time to repent. Associated political 
and religious conflicts splintered the peo-
ple of God and left a trail of destruction. 
The catholic (universal) church which had 
not previously had any notion of denomi-
nationalism remains fractured; a wounded 
body of Christ. Excommunications and 
mutual condemnations still haunt us. 
Anti-Semitism, racism, hatred and sin in 
many forms endure. Cross talk and cut-off 
tend to remain more common than any 
scripturally mandated spirit of gentleness 
and reconciliation. 
 
It is a time to live as one. Christians of 
many traditions are seeking to use this 
time to nurture unity and reconciliation. 
The Pope has worshipped with Lutherans 

of the Lutheran World Federation in Swe-
den. Lutheran-Roman Catholic gatherings 
have occurred or are about to occur as a 
result throughout the world, even here in 
Richmond. Leading up to this day, ecu-
menical conversations and statements 
have sought to withdraw historic condem-
nations while seeking peace with our 
brothers and sisters of the Roman Catho-
lic, Orthodox, Anglican, Methodist, Re-
formed (Calvinist), Moravian, Anabaptist 
and other traditions. Brokenness remains, 
but we have come further than many 
would have ever dreamed even just 50 
years ago, never mind 500.   
 
It is a time to grow in and witness to our 
faith. As Lutherans, we are an important, 
unique voice within a much larger body of 
Christ. This anniversary allows us to re-
flect upon our historic faith and apply it 
anew to our lives. People still need to hear 
about the grace God offers us through Je-
sus Christ. At the same time, we can lis-
ten, be challenged, and learn. I urge all of 
us to take advantage of the many discus-
sions, television shows, classes, lectures 
and opportunities to evangelize over the 
coming month. Invite others to visit our 
faith community whether it is for our spe-
cial, historic worship on Sunday, October 
29th, with All Souls Episcopal, or some 
other time even if only to expose them to 
our rich inheritance. We can read, study 
and discuss the Bible which was such a 
key to the Reformation that people were 
willing to die for what it teaches us. We 
can “remember the assembly” as Paul 
warns us to do; coming to worship to help 
our neighbor as well as ourselves through 
our public witness of faith and presence.  
 
It is a time for me to end this letter. Yet, 
trust as one Puritan suggested, “God is 
still speaking.” Let us seek to abide in Je-
sus and follow him wherever he might 
choose to lead us.  
 
Christ’s peace, 
Pastor Lou 
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October 1    Dean Anderson 
    5    Steve Shaw 
    6    Daren Williams 
    9    Becky Collie 
    9    Helen Pfohl 
    14  Christine Starret 
    15  Tracey Anderson 
    16  Debbie Walker 
    18  Mike Knepper 
    23  Donna Combs 
    23  Teresa Gigante 
    28  Allen Anderson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 7   Charlie & Judy Schwerdtfeger 
   12  Dean Gustafson &  
                  Beth Carpenter 
   22  John & Jen Drazenovich 
   25  Jeff (& Susen) Weaver 
   28  James & Tracey Anderson 
 
         
If you would like YOUR birthdays &  
anniversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to  
messiahmech@gmail.com or call Davina 
(746-7134). 

On Sunday, September 10, Messiah offi-
cially welcomed several new members: 
Teresa Gigante, Curt and Cheryl Glatfel-
ter, Anita Philp, and Werner Gardner.  
 
We are excited to have them join us in 
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ! 

Watch a FREE Live Stream of 
Dave Ramsey’s  
Smart Money Event 
 
Over the last 25 years, millions of lives 
have been changed through Dave Ram-
sey’s Financial Peace University. This No-
vember, Dave will be live streaming his 
Smart Money event to churches and Fi-
nancial Peace University classes across 
the country. We are excited to announce 
that Messiah will be a host site for this 
event. The best part? It’s absolutely FREE 
for you to attend!  
 
Dave and Rachel Cruze will take the stage 
on Tuesday, November 7 in Phoenix, and 
we will stream the event in real time. We’d 
love for you to join us and learn the steps 
you and your family can take to live like 
no one else. Sign up today to be a part of 
this amazing event. Contact Daren Wil-
liams for more information. 
 
Save the date. We look forward to seeing 
you in November! 

Thank you to everyone 
who expressed concern, 
sent cards, or lifted up 
prayer while we were ex-
periencing health issues 
recently.  Where would we be without our 
Messiah family?   
 
     Charlie and Judy Schwerdtfeger  
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We pray for each other: 
 
Charlie Absher; Joan Barnes; Kenneth 
Deere; Adam Dw orak, Sr.; Family & 
Friends of Ivan Habron; Mac McAllister; 
Pat Motley; Ruth Schroeder; Family & 
Friends of Billy Thomas; Marc Thomas; 
Family & Friends of Dick Wright. 
 
We pray for our extended family 
and neighbors: 
Linda Barnes-Depuy, daughter of Joan 
Barnes; Cynthia Bauer, sister of Lois 
Schroeder; Bill Brenzovich; Ross Butler, 
Jean Wightman's friend's son; Stonew all 
Chappell , (child awaiting heart trans-
plant); Family of Adam Clarke,  friends of 
Anne Mason; Family and Friends of Tom 
Foust, friend of Valerie and Daren Wil-
liams; Camdyn Fleming; Family & 
Friends of Earl "Frankie" Fox, nephew of 
Annette Buckholtz; Family & Friends of 
Jonathan L. Jones, father of Pr. Anne 
Jones Martin; Sam Markovich, Kristine 
Florio's father; Alvin Morlan, father of 
Donna Shaw; The Rev. Samuel Mozolak, 
father of Karen & Michael Morris; Kari 
Nelson, Friend of Becky Collie; Marge 
O'Connor, family friend of Jean Wight-
man; Evelyn Poulsen, mother of Roger 
Schroeder; Richard Radke, father of Jenn 
Drazenovich; Patricia Reed, neighbor of 
Annette Buckholtz; Family and friends of 
Sandra Russell, friend of Charlie & Judy; 
Dee Schroeder, Roger's sister-in-law;  
Tim Schroeder, Roger’s nephew; James 
Schw erdtfeger, son of Charlie Schwerdtfe-
ger; Family and Friends of Madison 
Smorto; Lorna Snook, mother-in-law of 

With hope in the promises of 
Resurrection… 
 
We once again express our Christian love 
and sympathy to all those who mourn 
upon the recent death of Richard “Dick” 
Wright. 
 
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon him. May 
he rest in peace. Amen. 

Jeff Weaver; Thelen Family, cousins of 
Judy Schwerdtfeger; Cary Wightman, 
family member of Jean Wightman; Jean 
Wright,  mother of friend of Schwerdtfe-
gers; Our veterans, their fellow soldiers & 
their waiting families, especially Andrew 
Addair, Ian Schwerdtfeger, & LJ Spray; 
Law enforcement, firefighters and first 
responders; The people of All  Souls 
Episcopal and our shared ministry; All 
those persecuted in any way for their 
faith in Christ, especially in Tanzania, 
Central Africa Republic, Tjikistan, and 
Algeria. 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer list, 
please call the church office, 746-7134.  If leav-
ing a message, include your contact information 
for follow-up.  Unless we hear otherwise, indi-
viduals will be removed quarterly. Memorial 
prayers will run a minimum of two weeks and 
then be included in our All Saints Sunday activi-
ties. 
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Calendar of events  
 
Clergy Appreciation Month 
 
1   World Communion Sunday 
     9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran: Faith  
        Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship    
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal: Faith 
        Formation for All Ages 
2   6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop 884 Meeting 
3   Pastor Off in AM 
4 Commemoration of Francis of Assissi,  
        Renewer of the Church and Theodor  
        Fliedner, Renewer of Society 
     Pastor Off in AM 
     11:30 AM L'Arche & LFS Meeting * 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
5   10:30 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM 500 Years of Reformation 
        Speaker Series 
6   Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Commemoration of William Tynsdale 
     Pastor's Day Off 
     6:30 PM Overview of the English  
        Reformation * 
7 Commemoration of Henry Melchior  
        Muhlenberg, Pastor 
8   Clergy Appreciation Day 
     Katie Von Bora becomes a nun (1515) 
     9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran: Faith 
        Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship 
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal: Faith  
        Formation for All Ages 
9   Columbus Day 
     Pastor @Ministerium Meeting 

10 Pastor @Ministerium Meeting 
     Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
11 Pastor @Ministerium Meeting 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study  
        (CANCELLED) 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #557 Meeting 
12 Pastor Off 
     Secretary Out of Office 
     10:30 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
13 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     4:00 PM CreationFest Set Up 
14 9:00 AM CreationFest: Craft fair, pet  
        blessing & more 
15 Commemoration of Teresa of Avila 
     9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran: Faith  
        Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship    
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal: Faith  
        Formation for All Ages 
     12:00 noon Church Cleanup Day 
16 World Food Day 
     5:00 PM Stevie B night for MCEF 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop 884 Meeting 
17 Commemoration of Ignatius, Bishop of 
        Antioch & Martyr 
     9:00 AM Pastor @LFS Board Meeting 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
18 Feast of Luke, Evangelist 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
19 Martin Luther Receives Doctorate 
        (1512) 
     10:30 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     11:45 AM Pastor @Raft House 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
20 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
21 Martin Luther Accepted to Wittenberg 
        Faculty (1512) 
     8:00 AM HCSO Community 
        Fall Festival 
22 "Traveling Luther" photos due 
     9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Retreat at 
        Montreat; Morning Prayer at Messiah 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran: Faith 
        Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship  
     12:00 PM Confirmation Meeting 



October 2017                           Messenger                                      page 7 

23 Commemoration of James of  
        Jerusalem, Bishop & Martyr 
24 7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
25 2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #557 Meeting 
26 Commemoration of Philip Nicolai,  
        Johann Heermann, & Paul Gerhardt, 
        Hymnwriters 
     10:30 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
27 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
28 Feast of Simon & Jude, Apostles 
29 Reformation Sunday 
     10:00 AM Worship Service: 500th 
        Anniversary of the Reformation 
        (Messiah Lutheran & All Souls 
        Episcopal) 
     11:00 AM All Souls & Messiah  
        Fellowship Potluck & Fun 
30 6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop 884 Meeting 
31 500th anniversary of the Protestant 
        Reformation 
     Reformation Day 
     6:00 PM Trunk or Treat  
        (Not yet confirmed) 
    
* Off Site 

Traveling Luther  
Photos are due! 
 
The seasons are changing. Fall is upon us, 
and it's almost the end of our "Traveling 
Luther" contest. Be sure to take Martin on 
your fall adventures, and then submit 
your pictures to Pastor Lou at Messiah-
MechPR@gmail.com!  
 
Submissions are due by Sunday, October 
22, 2017. Prizes are being awarded for 
most entries and most original.  

Hanover 
County  

Sheriff ’s Office  
“Fall Fellowship Festival” 

 
Colonel David Hines, Sheriff of Hanover 
County, has invited faith-based, non-
profits, and community of our county to 
help host this community event. Expect 
live music, activities, and great food – all 
for FREE! At the same time, come experi-
ence what makes Hanover County such a 
special place to live and work.  
 
Location: Hanover County Courthouse 
grounds. Time: Saturday, October 21, 10 
am – 3 pm.  
 
If you can help with Messiah’s table and 
outreach, please contact Pastor Lou as 
soon as possible. 

Fall Cleanup Day  
 
 
We welcome everyone to join us on  
Sunday, October 15, 2017, after wor-
ship, for our Fall Cleanup Day.  We will 
work on the interior, cleaning, painting, 
fix lighting, and other interior work.  
 
A sign-up sheet will be posted in the nar-
thex.  A light lunch and refreshments will 
be provided.  Enjoy some fellowship and 
taking care of our church home. 
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CFFY Corner  
(Christian Formation for You) 
 
  Spirituality of the Cross by Gene 
Veith introduces you to theology but also 
traces the author’s journey to the Lu-
theran Church. Veith explores and pre-
sents a true understanding of justification 
by faith, the means of grace, vocation, the-
ology of the cross, the two kingdoms, wor-
ship, and the church. Luther's Catechism, 
the Book of Concord, the rite of Confession 
and Absolution, and the writings of Martin 
Luther are included as invaluable re-
sources for Christians living a life under 
the cross. Gene Edward Veith is currently 
a professor of literature, a college adminis-
trator, and a writer. He has written over a 
dozen books on Christianity, culture, and 
the arts. He has a PhD in English Litera-
ture. He and his wife have three children 
and currently live near Washington DC. 
This book is available through Amazon as 
well as Concordia Publishing and Chris-
tian Book Distributors.  
 
What They Need to Hear…Sharing 
Christ with Family and Friends by Kle-
ment Preus is the captivating, real-life 
story of how one man returned to faith 
through the witness of his son-in-law. 
Written over a period of almost two years, 
Rev. Preus’s letters to his father-in-law, 
Lloyd, contain devotional and doctrinal in-
sight. Preus offers personal anecdotes and 
advice to help readers who are struggling 
to reach out to friends or family members 
who have questions about Christianity. 
Rev. Klemet I. Preus (1950–2014) was a 
graduate of Concordia Senior College and 
Concordia Theological Seminary. Pastor 
Preus earned both his M.Div and STM de 
grees and spent his adult life communicat-
ing the Gospel of Christ through preach-
ing, teaching, lecturing, and writing. He is 

the author of The Fire and Staff: Lutheran 
Theology in Practice (Concordia, 2004) and 
editor of three books by his father, Robert 
Preus. This book is available through 
Amazon as well as Concordia Publishing.  
 
  My Devotions Fall is published by 
Concordia Publishing as devotional for 8 
to 12 year olds. My Devotions includes: 
Fun, engaging activities; Up-to-date for-
mat & look; Full Bible text for each devo-
tion; and Prayer and journal ideas. Packed 
with all this content, My Devotions pro-
vides God’s powerful Word for preteens to 
use anywhere, anytime. Encourage chil-
dren to build a habit of daily Bible reading 
and prayer at home, in the classroom, or 
on the go! It is available from Concordia 
Publishing for $4.00. There are also Win-
ter, Spring, and Summer editions avail-
able. 
 
  How Can It Be by Lauren Daigle has 
been on the best-selling Christian music 
charts for many weeks. Lauren was 
named Top Christian Artist and had the 
top Christian Album for this year. She is 
an American contemporary Christian mu-
sic singer-songwriter from Lafayette, Lou-
isiana. Daigle is signed to the Centricity 
Music label. To listen to one of her songs 
go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Xo5QE4GaFUc. You won’t be disap-
pointed. 
 
- Donna Shaw  

Women’s Bible Study 
 
All women are cordially invited to attend 
the Women’s Tuesday Night Bible Study. A 
new topic has just begun. Please see 
Donna Combs or Valerie Williams, if in-
terested. The ladies meet at 7pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
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                        Lost and Found 
 
Lost and Found 2017 is open to all youth 
who are in 7th-8th grades and their adult 
advisors/supervisors. Each youth must 
register as a member of a congregation but 
non-Lutheran friends are welcome to at-
tend as guests from our congregation.  
 
What happens at Lost and Found? About 
300-400 youth and adults from congrega-
tions all around the Virginia Synod arrive 
at Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg, VA on Friday 
evening before 7:00pm and depart on Sun-
day at about noon.  
 
There are Large Group gatherings - one on 
Friday night, three on Saturday, and one 
on Sunday morning. Large Group means 
singing, energy, comedy, worship, and a 
presentation on the event theme! After 
each Large Group session each person is 
in a Small Group of about eight youth and 
two adult leaders, where youth get to 
know other Lutheran youth from around 
the state and talk together about their life 
and faith and things that they’re inter-
ested in. There’s also a big chunk of Free 
Time on Saturday when there is an “Open 
Mike Talent Show.”  
 
The date for this year’s Lost and Found is 
Nov. 17-19. The cost is $150 before Oct. 
17 and $160 after that date. If interested, 
please see Pastor Lou as soon as possible. 

RALY 
 
On Wednesday, November 1, Epiphany 
Lutheran Youth will be hosting a youth 
gathering with pizza and activities at 
5pm. These activities will occur before the 
special prayer service that will take place 
at 7pm.  
 
Please see Pastor Lou if you have youth 
that are planning to attend. 

We’re building  
The Team! 
 
Thank you to those of you who have vol-
unteered your time to give our building 
some of the weekly maintenance needed.   
A clean building gives us all a good feeling, 
especially when we have invited guests or 
welcomed visitors to our church’s worship 
services and fellowship events. 
 
A sheet with information and a sign-up 
sheet are now posted on the Property 
Team’s bulletin board. “Many hands make 
less work” goes the saying. If you  would 
like to offer your hands for this service, 
please contact Susie Weaver.  

 

Confirmation 2017-2018 
 
Interested candidates for confirmation 
need to attend an initial meeting on  
Sunday, October 22, after worship.  
 
At our combined service for the 500th an-
niversary of the Reformation on October 
29th, they will be recognized and blessed 
for the spiritual journey before them.  
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Sunday Adult Forum:  
Luther Remembered 
 
Please join us in the fellowship hall on 
Sunday morning at 9:15, for the continu-
ing adult forum series. 
 
Next up in this series is a study on Luther 
and anti-Semitism. Martin Luther was 
surrounded by a European culture often 
condemning if not actively oppressing Jew-
ish neighbors. Later in life, Martin Luther 
wrote a lamentable, angry treatise, On the 
Jews and their lies. It reflected his culture, 
his disappointment that Jewish people 
didn’t convert with the new-found excite-
ment of the Gospel, and perhaps even his 
own physical and mental health. It most 
certainly reflected his sin and the sin of 
the church. Using a popular video lecture 
by a prominent Mennonite scholar as a 
starting point, we will explore this issue in 
depth. We will examine what was done, 
lasting ramifications, and what has been 
the Lutheran faith’s outreach to the Jew-
ish faith community and repentance since. 
Our Bible study will include Paul’s Letter 
to the Romans, chapter 9, regarding God’s 
ongoing faithfulness to our Jewish brother 
and sisters.   
 
To conclude the class, we will review the 
“Five Pillars of the Reformation”: Sola 
scriptura ("by Scripture alone"), Sola fide 
("by faith alone"), Sola gratia ("by grace 
alone"), Solus Christus or Solo Christo 
("Christ alone" or "through Christ alone"), 
and Soli Deo gloria ("glory to God alone"). 
What do they mean? How do they impact 
our individual and communal faith life?  

The European Reformation 
 
Randolph-Macon College is pleased to 
present a five-part lecture series on the 
Reformation. The series kicked off on  
September 27, 2017 with "What We Owe 
to the Reformation.” The event is hosted 
at Brock Commons, Dollar Tree Commu-
nity Room (304 Henry St.) starting at 7:00 
pm each night.  
 
The series is free and open to the public. 
The Virginia Synod's own, the Rev. David 
Delaney, speaks on October 30th! The 
remaining subjects are as follows: 
 
 10/9: "Last Witch of Langenburg: Ter-

ror, Poison and Witchcraft"  
 10/18: "The Spanish Inquisition: In-

sights from Recent Work"  
 10/30: "How Lutheran was Luther in 

1517?"  
 11/14: "November Treason: The Terror 

Plot of 1605" 

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 
 

Speaker Series Continues  
at Messiah! 
 
The next gathering for our “Speaker Series 
marking the 500th Anniversary of the Ref-
ormation” is at Messiah Lutheran on 
Thursday, October 5, at 7pm.  
 
The topic is “Sinner-Saints All: The dark 
side of Martin Luther & the Reformation” 
with Pastor Lou presiding.  
 
Other dates to mark on your calendar in-
clude Nov. 3. and Dec. 7 with locations 
and topics to be announced at a later date.  
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Looking Back and Called  
Forward: ELCA 500 
 
This special event is being offered to help 
commemorate the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation on October 31, 2017. It 
will be a public witness to Christ, who 
frees us to love and serve our neighbor. 
We will look back at the Reformation and 
look to the future to which God is calling 
us. There is no charge to attend. Registra-
tion includes lunch and a short reception 
following worship. Online registration 
deadline: October 6, 2017 as space allows. 
There are plans to broadcast sections of 
the event over the internet.  
 
Location: 
Lutheran Church of the Reformation  
212 East Capitol St NE  
Washington, DC 20003  
 
More information or to register: http://
bit.ly/2tUflJ1 

Opening of the OSS  
(One Stop Shop) 
 
After 40 years of service to the community, 
MCEF has consolidated  its eight local mis-
sions under one roof!  They include the 
food pantry, clothing for infants, children, 
teens, men, women, linen closet, Hanover 
Senior Rides program and financial assis-
tance for community residents in need.  
 
It is located at 7235 Stonewall Parkway (on 
the back side of the plaza next to the 
Hanover Adult Center). The hours will be 
the same as the previous pantry hours, 
Mon, Tues, Thurs 9:30 a.m. - 11: 00 a.m.,  
Tues and Thurs 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Do-
nations will be accepted at these times and 
the 1st and 3rd Sunday 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 
p.m. DO NOT leave donations at the door 
when closed.  
 
Volunteers are being accepted and trained, 
call Pat Hubert for more information, 814-
449-2612.  
 
What a Blessing for our community! 

Save the Date! 
 
On Wednesday, November 1, the Rich-
mond conference of Lutheran Congrega-
tions will hold an event on All Saints Day 
at Epiphany Lutheran Church at 1400 
Horsepen Rd, Richmond, VA 23226.  
 
This is a special prayer service which was 
used as the anniversary year started in 
Sweden with the Pope and General Secre-
tary of the Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF) presiding. This service will have lo-
cal Lutheran and Roman Catholic leader-
ship. It hopes to be memorable evening for 
all that attend. 

Sharon Addair and all those who helped 
with the Ladies Tea & Fashion Show. It 
was a big success, lots of fun, and did a 
whole lot of good helping Lutheran Family 
Services’ local foster care program.  
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
November, 2017 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, October 22 

 
Please call me with your  

submission, hand me a written 
submission OR email 

susiew51@comcast.net 

                Messiah on Pinterest 
 
http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/ 
   boards/ 
 

 

A prayer for neighborliness 
 
O God, we pray for a broader vision of the 
needs of humanity, and a deeper compas-
sion to fill those needs; for a planting of 
the seeds of concern for all humanity in 
our hearts; for a tapping of the wells of 
generosity. May we live together as people 
who have been forgiven a great debt. May 
we be gentle, walking softly with one an-
other. May we be understanding, lest we 
shall add to the world’s sorrow or cause to 
flow needless tears. May we be as anxious 
for the rights of others as we are for our 
own. May we be as eager to forgive as we 
are to seek forgiveness. May we know no 
barriers of creed or race or sex, that our 
love may be like Yours — a love that sees 
all people as Your children and our kin. 
May we be ministers of humanity. 
 
—Peter Marshall 

October is  
Clergy Appreciation Month 


