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Splash Canyon, August 6-9 
 
Take a trip like no other into God’s Word! 
Our popular Vacation Bible School in-
cludes skits, games & activities, arts & 
crafts and more…and it is all FREE! Regis-
tration at the door is allowed as long as we 
have room remaining. (Our daily adult Bi-
ble study does not require registration. 
Come as you can.) We dive in to our ad-
venture on Monday through Thursday, 
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm. An optional supper is 
provided at 5:30 pm.  
 

Help Set the Stage… 
 
We will transform our sanctuary from an 
indoor worship space to an outdoor one 
with river rapids following worship on 
Sunday, August 5. Please remain to help 
us prepare to welcome our adventurers! A 
light lunch will be provided through our 
First of the Month Fiftieth Fellowship. 

National Night Out, 8/7 
 
As part of the 35th National Night Out, 
Messiah will welcome special guests from 
local law enforcement and our neighbors 
with free food, bounce house, games, and 
activities for the entire family on Tuesday, 
August 7, from 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm. Once 
again, our National Night Out event will be 
held in conjunction with our Vacation Bi-
ble School, but the National Night Out 
event is an independent event and open to 
all. Please stop by! 
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Altar flowers update 
 
Oops!!! We evidently missed some impor-
tant info from Coleman Florist sometime 
in the past. We did not realize that the in-
crease in the cost of flowers did not in-
clude delivery fees. Delivery costs are $6 
above the cost of our flowers. The cost of 2 
vases was recently raised to $40 (for the 2 
vases) so, with delivery, the cost will be 
$46. I know this looks like quite a jump, 
but we had not included the additional $6 
fee for some time. We are sorry for the 
confusion.  
 
Remember you can also donate any 
amount to the flower fund to be used as 
needed. We are fortunate that flowers of-
ten look nice for 2 weeks, so we do not 
need to have new flowers weekly.  
 
- Donna Combs, Altar Chairperson  

    
Community Garden 

 
Regular Garden Work Days continue on 
Sundays and Wednesdays at 6 pm, 
and Thursday mornings at 8 am.  Just 
come by All Souls’ Atlee House (9077 Atlee 
Rd.) ready to work. There is work appro-
priate for all ages and every ability. If you 
would like to work at a different time, ar-
rangements can be made by calling or tex-
ting Lee Hanchey at 804-514-3020.  
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Pastoral letter… 
 
Build it, and  
they won’t necessarily come 
 
Above all, love each other deeply, because 
love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer 
hospitality to one another without grum-
bling. 1 Peter 4:8-9 
 
As summer comes to an end, Messiah 
prepares to dust off its welcome mats in 
preparation of welcoming people back 
from vacations, new people to our com-
munity, and those who will come back 
home to celebrate our fiftieth anniversary 
in ministry this fall. As I think about this, 
I know fixing up our building and prop-
erty remains part of that effort, but just 
part. I hear the cautionary words of au-
thor, Christianity Today blogger, and pas-
tor, Karl Vaters, “People aren’t won to Je-
sus by a church building, but they can be 
kept from knowing more about Jesus by 
one that isn’t prepared to receive them.”  
 
Yet what does it mean for our church to 
be prepared? Well, I think Pastor Vaters 
would agree with me that it goes beyond 
addressing property needs. After all, as 
Luther argued, the church isn’t a build-
ing at all, but the body of Christ – you 
and me with all who believe. People need 
to encounter our faith-filled hearts dusted 
off and open to others as we find them. 
We gather for worship in order to be sent. 
The church needs to be active out in the 
world, so that people can meet Jesus. The 
church needs to come to them much as 
Jesus came to the first to believe. Yes, we 
will be having some special events to cele-
brate our 50th anniversary, but our 
shared life together is what people need 
to experience. This isn’t ever restricted by 
our building’s walls.  
 
Paraphrasing Pastor Vaters’ teachings on 
small church health, I urge the following:  

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 
 

1. Invite those you meet to come and 
help with us. We offer many ongoing, 
uplifting service projects and have vol-
unteers performing all kinds of service 
in the greater community.  

 
2. Invite them to come and give with us. 
We regularly collect money and items not 
for our benefit but as a gift for others. We 
remain a church with an outward focus 
and open arms.  
 
3. Invite them to come and have fun with 
us. Much of Jesus’ ministry was centered 
on table fellowship and relationship. We 
have fun at our building to be sure, but 
also in the community. Bring someone 
along.  
 
4. Invite them to come and learn with us. 
Biblical principles can help people live life 
to their fullest no matter where we are on 
our journey. We offer educational faith 
events on and off our campus. Share that 
gift.  
 
5. Invite them to come and worship with 
us. Even if new to faith or spiritual prac-
tices in general, guests will sense the 
presence of the Holy Spirit as we love 
God and one another through our shared 
worship.  
 
When it come to Christ’s Church, “build 
it and they will come” doesn’t work. We 
have to seek those outside the church or 
struggling with faith, and then we engage 
them. If we invite them to “Come and 
see,” to walk with us as we walk with Je-
sus, we can be sure miracles will happen, 
and Christ’s Church will grow.  
 
Christ’s peace, 
Pastor Lou 
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August 2  Katryn Combs 
            4  Doris Ewing 
            4  Bill Weaver 
          16  Kyle Starret 
          22  Kevin Hendrickson 
          30  Patrick Collie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 11  Johnnie & Becky Collie 
            26  John & Rosalee Cline 
 
 
If you would like YOUR birthdays &  
anniversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to  
messiahmech@gmail.com or call Davina 
(746-7134). 

for EVERYONE 
 

Christian Formation and Fellowship are 
excited to present the first BAM (Book And 
a Movie) event this summer. The idea is to 
read a book and then come together for a 
potluck dinner, brief book discussion, and 
then watch the movie on our sanctuary 
screen.  
 
The book, All Saints, by Michael Spurlock 
is a true story about a newly ordained pas-
tor and his first assignment to All Saints, 
a struggling Episcopal church in Tennes-
see with 25 devoted members and a mort-
gage well beyond its means.  The best op-
tion may be to close the church rather 
than watch it wither any further. But 
when All Saints hesitantly risks welcoming 
a community of Karen refugees from 
Burma – former farmers scrambling for a 
fresh start in America – Michael feels they 
may be called to an improbable new mis-
sion. The book is available at Amazon in 
paperback and e-book formats. 
 
The finale for the event will take place on 
Saturday, August 18 at 6pm when we will 
join together, share food and a brief dis-
cussion, before watching the movie.  
EVERYONE is welcome, even if you don’t 
have a chance to read the book.  
 
The movie is 1 hour/45 minutes long, is 
rated PG, and has been designated a fam-
ily movie. For those of you who have read 
or plan to read the book, the movie centers 
on the second half of the book.  
 
If you have any questions about the book 
or movie, please see Donna Shaw , Chris-
tian Formation liaison to church council. 
(dmshaw70@gmail.com/730-8046).  
Hope to see you at the movies! 

Back to school supplies needed 
 
We are collecting school supplies for foster 
children. Please look for the poster with 
the supplies written on sticky notes in the 
Narthex. Just take the notes with what 
you want to purchase. Return the items to 
the box in the Narthex by August 26th.  
Thank you for your kindness! 
 
- Social Ministry team 
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 We pray for each other: 
 
Charlie Absher; Ray Ash; Joan Barnes; 
Kenneth Deere; Adam Dworak, Sr.; 
JoAn Firebaugh; Elisabeth Gardner; 
Steve Gilnett; Mac McAllister; Pat Mot-
ley; Ruth Schroeder; John Terry; 
Marc Thomas. 
 
We pray for our extended family 
and neighbors: 
Cyndi Bauer, sister of Lois Schroeder;  
Kathryn Combs, granddaughter of Donna 
Combs; Friends, Family and Parents of 
David, friends of Jackie Garbett; David 
and Sandi Elliott, friends of the Whirleys; 
Cheryl Jones, daughter of Charlie and 
Judy Schwerdtfeger; Family & Friends of 
Jim Lam, friend of Pastor Lou & Kristine 
Florio; Bill Leaver, friend of Charlie & 
Sally Bennett; Iris Locke, mother of Dav-
ina Winn; Alvin & Lucille Morlan, father 
& stepmother of Donna Shaw; Dieter Nik-
las, brother of Erna Jung; Evelyn 
Poulsen, mother of Roger Schroeder; Tim 
Schroeder, Roger’s nephew; Lorna Snook, 
mother-in-law of Jeff Weaver; Sarah Tho-
mas, daughter of Marc Thomas; Wanda 
Umlauf, mother of Vicar Ginny; Nicole 
Warden, cousin of Tracie Anderson; Cary 
Wightman, family member of Jean Wight-
man;  Our veterans, their fellow soldiers 
& their waiting families, especially An-
drew  Addair, Randy Cicale; Ian 

Schw erdtfeger, & LJ Spray; All law en-
forcement, firefighters and first re-
sponders; The people of All Souls Epis-
copal and our shared ministry; All those 
persecuted in any way for their faith in 
Christ, especially in Nepal, Brunei, 
Qatar, and Kazakhstan. 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134.  

Would you like to sing your 
favorite song at worship? 
 
Just a quick reminder that the deadline is 
August 12th  for submitting one or two of 
your favorite hymns to the box on the ta-
ble in the narthex.  There are paper slips 
next to the box as well as 3 hymnals for 
you to use to provide us with the book(s) 
and page number(s) for the hymns you'd 
enjoy singing with the congregation.   
 
Many thanks in advance  
from your Worship Team! 

  Vicar Ginny Banister  
  completes her field educa 
  tion internship with us in  
  August. While with us, she 

preached, taught, and helped lead our 
worship. She also attended mentoring ses-
sions with Pastor Lou addressing the 
Augsburg Confession, Large Catechism, 
life in the congregation and the role of a 
pastor.  
 
Join us at worship on Sunday, August 19, 
so you  can help send her off in style! She 
will be continuing her seminary journey at 
United Lutheran Seminary (Gettysburg 
Campus).  
 
 

Special Class with Vicar Ginny 
  
As part of her internship, Vicar Ginny is 
required to teach two class. On August 12, 
please come by to support her by serving 
as one of her students as she leads a ses-
sion called Follow Me: Who does Jesus 
Call? 
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Calendar of events  
 
1 2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
       (CANCELLED) 
2 
3   Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
4 
5   9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship 
     12:00 PM VBS Set-Up 
6   5:30 PM Vacation Bible School 
7   5:30 PM National Night Out 
     5:30 PM Vacation Bible School 
     7:30 PM Taizé Prayer (Richmond Hill) 
8 2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study  
        (CANCELLED) 
     5:30 PM Vacation Bible School 
9   5:30 PM Vacation Bible School 
10 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
     Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
11 
12 9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship 
13 Commemoration of Florence Nighten 
        gale & Clara Maass, Renewers of  
        Society 
     7:00 PM An Orthodox Priest, Episcopal 
        Priest & Lutheran Pastor Walk in a  
        Bar * 
14 Commemoration of Maximilian Kolbe &  
        Kaj Munk, Martyrs 
     Local Remembrance: Jonathan Daniels 
     9:00 AM Listening to the Silence  
        (Richmond Hill) 
15 Commemoration of Mary, Mother of  
        Our Lord 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 

16 Local Remembrance: Br. Roger of Taize' 
17 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
18 
19 9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship  
20 Commemoration of Bernard, Abbot of  
        Clairvaux 
     5:00 PM Stevie B night for MCEF 
21 6:15 PM Council Meeting 
22 2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
23 
24 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Commemoration of Bartholomew,  
        Apostle 
     Pastor's Day Off 
25 
26 9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship 
27 
28 Commemoration of Augustine, Bishop 
        of Hippo 
     3:30 PM First Communion Class 
29 2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     3:30 PM First Communion Class 
30 3:30 PM First Communion Class 
31 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
 
* Off site 

First Communion Class 
 
Due to a special need, a first communion 
class will be offered during the last week of 
August. If you have a child who would like 
to join this candidate in the class, please 
contact Pastor Lou. First Communion will 
be celebrated on Sunday, September 2.  
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CFFY Corner  
(Christian Formation for You) 
 
Good faith-based movies… just for you! 
 
 Same Kind of Different as Me 
When we choose to make an impact on 
someone’s life, it often results in a change 
being made in our own life. That is the 
case for Ron Hall, an art dealer who takes 
an interest in a homeless man at the re-
quest of his wife. (Starring Greg Kinnear 
and Rene Zellweger; Release date 2017; 
IMDB rating 6.4) 
 
 Courageous   
Four law enforcement officers Adam 
Mitchel, Nathan Hayes, David Thompson, 
and Shane Fuller, take on high-pressure 
situations almost every day, but when 
they get home being a father is the one re-
sponsibility and demand that suffers. 
Tragedy urges the men to make changes in 
their lives, but will they look to the God 
who is the only one that can truly trans-
form. (Release date 2011; IMDB rating 7) 
 
 Little Boy 
This is the story of the love of a father for 
his son, and the love of a son for his fa-
ther. The little boy believes if he can just 
have enough faith he can bring an end to 
World War 2 and bring his dad home. Will 
his faith, love and hope be enough? 
(Release date 2015; starring Emily Wat-
son; IMDB rating 7.3) 
 
 The Secrets of Jonathan Sperry 
Dustin, Albert, and Mark are 12-year-old 
friends out for summer break. The boys 
meet a wise old man who takes the time 
with the boys to impart biblical truths of 
forgiveness and unconditional love and 
show them how to apply these principles 
in their lives. (Release date 2009; Starring 
Gavin MacLeod; IMDB rating 6.8) 
 

 The Resurrection of Gavin Stone 
We all love a good redemption story. God 
can take the craziest, most lost people in 
the world and use them for His kingdom. 
In this film, Gavin Stone is a former child 
star who finds himself stuck in commu-
nity service after his most recent arrest. 
Instead of jail time, he has to work at a 
church doing janitorial and maintenance 
work. That is, until he discovers that the 
church is putting on a play and he volun-
teers his acting services. (Release date 
2017; Starring Brett Dalton and other very 
familiar faces; IMDB rating 6.2) 
 
- Donna Shaw 

This year's fall ACTS course will be held 
October 20th and November 10th at Grace 
Evangelical Lutheran in Waynesboro (or at 
two Simulcast locations).  
 
The Rev. Dr. Timothy Wengert who 
helped edit a recent edition of the Book of 
Concord will present on our Lutheran con-
fessions.  
 
This class was extremely popular last time 
it was offered, so registering early is rec-
ommended. For more information on the 
Fall ACTS course and to register for this 
fall's course, visit vasynod.org/ministries/
acts/ 
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MCEF, NASCAR & You 
 
MCEF is looking for four additional Race 
Ambassador volunteers to work at the 
NASCAR races the weekend of September 
21st and 22nd. Race Ambassadors help 
with the needs/requests of the quests in 
Richmond Raceway’s Tower Suites -- sort 
of like Hotel Concierges. You MUST BE at 
least 18 years of age. In return for the 
Ambassador's services, the raceway 
makes a substantial donation to MCEF, 
sufficient enough to ensure that every 
household who visits the Food Pantry is 
able to go home with a dozen fresh eggs. 
If you are interested in volunteering as a 
Race Ambassador, you must be available 
BOTH days in September. Please contact 
Pat Hubert at (814) 449-2612 for more 
information BEFORE August 1st. Orien-
tation will be scheduled soon! 

MCEF is alive and well  
In Mechanicsville! 
 
 Your donations in the month of June 

have helped to provide 254 bags of food 
and 70 bags of clothing to those in 
need in our community.  

 
 Our Hanover Senior Rides program has 

provided 128 rides to seniors for medi-
cal appointments, grocery shopping 
and personal business.  

 
 Good new and used school clothing is 

needed for children, especially new 
boys underwear.  

 
 NO adult clothing is needed at this 

time. 
 
- Glady Hubert 

An Orthodox Priest, Episcopal 
Priest & Lutheran Pastor  
Walk in a Bar (Again)… 
 
Sometimes such events are called Theol-
ogy on Tap or (reflecting Martin Luther’s 
own practice) Table Talks, but this oppor-
tunity is unique thanks to its ecumenical 
makeup.   
 
Your hosts will be Fr. Adam Sexton (St. 
Andrew's Orthodox Church, Ashland), Fr. 
Nic Forti (Fork Episcopal Church, Dos-
well), and Pastor Lou Florio (Messiah Lu-
theran, Mechanicsville).  
 
Our next outing is Monday, August 13 at 
7:00 pm, hosted at the Iron Horse Restau-
rant (100 S. Railroad Ave., Ashland).  
 
Topic: What does it mean to be saved? 
How do I know I am? 

Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
 
Our Wednesday afternoon Bible study re-
turns on August 15 at 2:00 pm. We review 
the upcoming Sunday readings and share 
our faith. No preparation is required. 
Come once or come every week.  



  On vacation? 
 
The work of our shared ministry contin-
ues! Please consider giving online at 
 
   messiahmech.com/stewardshipdonate.  
 
Or, you can mail donations to our office. 
Thank you for your support! 

Pastor Lou  
Certified as Chaplain 
 
As part of his ELCA required annual con-
tinuing education, Pastor Lou attended 
the International Conference of Police 
Chaplains’ Annual Training Seminar in 
Lexington, KY on July 9-13, 2018. These 
classes and presentations added to those 
attended last year in Norfolk, VA (along 
with time served as a chaplain) qualified 
him for Basic Chaplain Certification 
through ICPC. At this year’s training, Pas-
tor Lou learned skills helpful in the con-
gregation such as suicide intervention 
techniques, addressing senior care issues, 
response to natural disasters, and more.  
 
Pastor Lou has served as a chaplain with 
Hanover County Sheriff’s Office since 
2008. He also serves as chaplain with the 
Virginia Crime Clinic, a nonprofit serving 
federal, state and local law enforcement 
along with private security. 
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Worship in July 
 
Martin Luther said, “God has the Gospel 
preached through the medium of music.” 
Many thanks to Mike Jones and his 
choir for sharing their music ministry 
with us. In lieu of our traditional sermon, 
they presented a musical reflection for our 
All Souls Episcopal & Messiah Lutheran 
combined worship on July 22. Over 100 
people attended. Their music and testi-
mony reminded us of our need for radical 
trust in God, especially during hard or 
busy times, for God will quiet the storms 
of our life and prove to be our bridge to 
peace beyond understanding - just as 
promised. You can find their musical 
meditation posted on our Facebook page.  
 
Throughout the month of July, our com-
bined services were very well attended as 
we offered Lutheran or Episcopal liturgical 
worship with Holy Communion followed by 
fellowship. On our fifth Sunday, we shared 
both a Lutheran Service of the Word and 
community service helping children served 
by St. Joseph’s Villa, MCEF, and senior 
residents at Christian Village. People also 
helped Messiah’s property team, in the 
Community Garden, or with their favorite 
nonprofit.  
 
If you have ideas to make next year’s sum-
mer worship, activities or service even bet-
ter, please contact any council member or 
Pastor Lou. We appreciate the efforts of 
our worship, fellowship, and social minis-
try teams in making this year’s gatherings 
so successful! 
 
If you provided community service on your 
own or in the Community Garden, please 
report those activities and hours to Pastor 
Lou. This ecumenical day of service was in 
lieu of our traditional, fall “God’s Work, 
Our Hands Day.” 



Summer Office Hours 
 
Davina will be working 7:00 am through 
2:00 pm, Monday through Thursday, un-
til September.  

Annual Gathering of Virginia 
Synodical Women's  
Organization 
 
"Let Us Encourage" will be the theme for 
the annual gathering of Virginia Synodical 
Women's Organization at Bethel Lutheran, 
Winchester, August 3-4, 2018.  
 
Jody Smiley, VSWO president, said the 
gathering will be patterned after the synod 
youth events. Plans are for a large group 
with skits, singing and small sessions. The 
churchwide representative will be Lydia 
Davila, a board member of Women of the 
ELCA. Bishop Bob Humphrey will partici-
pate. Judy Casteele will present the ELCA 
draft Social Statement on Women and 
Justice. Health kits will be assembled as a 
service project.  
 
More information: https://bit.ly/2mDairv 
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Lutheran Episcopal Volunteer 
Network 11-month Program 
 
LEVN, the Lutheran Episcopal Volunteer 
Network, is looking for young adults (age 
21-30) with Bachelor's degrees for an 11-
month program of non-profit volunteer 
service and learning about social justice. 
From the end of August 2018 to the end of 
July 2019, our corps members will be pro-
vided housing, utilities, health coverage, 
transportation, spiritual direction, and a 
$400/month food stipend. We also offer a 
$1000 re-entry grant at the completion of 
the program. 
 
The placement sites for the upcoming pro-
gram year include faith-based non-profits, 
secular non-profits, congregations, the Si-
erra Pacific Synod office, and our campus 
ministry at UC Davis. These service sites 
address issues of homelessness, unem-
ployment, children and youth ministries, 
computer literacy, and other important so-
cial justice issues facing our communities. 
  
We gather each week for worship, dinner, 
and formation. The corps members live in 
intentional community in a triplex in Sac-
ramento, CA. We're an ecumenical pro-
gram in the Episcopal Service Corps net-
work; applicants needn't be either Lu-
theran or Episcopal to apply—interest in 
Christian spirituality is the only expecta-
tion. Applications are accepted on a rolling 
basis until the program begins. 
  
Visit levn.org or contact Program Director 
Casey Dunsworth at 530-756-1550 or pro-
grams@thebelfry.org for more information. 



Renewable energy 
 
Keep close to nature’s heart ... break clear 
away, once in a while, and climb a moun-
tain or spend a week in the woods. Wash 
your spirit clean. 
 
—John Muir 

As a self-proclaimed atheist, Hawking re-
lied on science to answer “what makes 
the universe exist.” Yet many Christians 
believe that while science shows how 
things happen or were created, our faith 
tells who made them so.  
 
Deuteronomy 4:19 (NIV) declares: “And 
when you look up to the sky and see ... 
the heavenly array — do not be enticed 
into bowing down to them and worshiping 
things the Lord your God has apportioned 
to all the nations under heaven.” We can 
be grateful for the work of scientists and 
the wonders their study reveals, but in-
stead of “bowing down” to nature, we wor-
ship its Creator and Ruler — the Lord of 
heaven and earth. 

Looking up 
 
World-renowned cosmologist Stephen 
Hawking (1942-2018) stated: “Remember 
to look up at the stars and not down at 
your feet. Try to make sense of what you 
see and wonder about what makes the 
universe exist. Be curious.” His sentiment 
is especially fitting for August, when many 
people try to count the falling stars of the 
Perseid meteor shower. 
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New ELCA Podcast Available 
 
Typically, it’s said there are two sides to 
every story. But often a middle or third 
side of the story is revealed, providing an-
other perspective to consider. Three Sides 
is a new monthly podcast featuring stories 
from the ELCA.  
 
Listen to the introductory episode and 
subscribe for more unique stories from 
across this church at livinglutheran.org/
podcast. You can also subscribe through 
iTunes.  
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
September 2018 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, August 19th 

Please call me with your  
submission, hand me a written 

submission OR email 
susiew51@comcast.net 

 

@MessiahMech 

Time to worship! 
 
In August, we return to our regular  
10:45 am worship time. Sunday school 
will return on September 9th.  

                Messiah on Pinterest 
 
http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/ 
   boards/ 
 

 


