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Our theme for this year's Rally Day is "Add 
it up! Law + Gospel." We will celebrate our 
freedom in Christ along with our being one 
with God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) and 
one another (as well as Messiah and part 
of the universal Church) for 50 years of 
ministry! On Rally Day, Messiah's Sunday 
school for all ages begin again with classes 
and small groups meeting at 9:15 am. Re-
turning this year is a class for Youth grade 
5 and up 9, led by Becky Collie, which 
will include meetings on-site and in the 
community. A Preschool/K group, led by 
Lois Schroeder and Marilyn Gunn; and 
Grade 1 through 4 group, led by Kristine 
Florio and Diana Sondor, will also meet. 
Our fall adult forum will begin with a five-
part DVD Bible study, “Vanishing Grace: 
Whatever happened to the Good News” by 
Philip Yancey (led by Pastor Lou). Our 
Rally Day celebration continues during 
worship at 10:45 am. To keep up with all 
our Christian Formation programs, in-
cluding our All Souls-Messiah youth 
group, Fusion, visit messiahmech.com/
about/christian-formation/ and be sure to 
follow our Facebook page as well.  

CreationFest:  
around the corner… 
 
Please help get the word out about our an-
nual Craft Fair, Pet Blessing and more— 
CreationFest.  
 
This year, the event will be held on Satur-
day, October 6th, from 9:00 am through 
2:00 pm. Additionally, there will be a Bake 
Sale to support the Arthritis Foundation 
and a fundraising sale of fresh BBQ. Stay 
tuned for more.  
 
Willing to help? See Pastor Lou or your 
council  members.  
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All Souls update 
 
As announced in worship earlier last 
month, All Souls Episcopal may have the 
opportunity to partner with developers and 
finally build their own church facility in a 
mixed-use setting. Much could go wrong 
and nothing is finalized; but to best pre-
pare for any eventuality affecting our 
budget and shared ministry, Assistant to 
the Bishop/Director of Evangelical Mis-
sion, the Rev. John Wertz, will be meeting 
with council for a special time of reflection 
and visioning on Tuesday, September 4 at 
6:15 pm. If all goes well with All Souls’ 
plans, they will still be worshipping on our 
site for two to three more years.  

Welcome,  
Tuesday Lunch Bunch 
 
Your council has agreed to host Hanover 
Parks and Recreation’s “Lunch Bunch” 
Group on several Tuesdays this fall. The 
Lunch Bunch welcomes our neighbors 
with intellectual and other disabilities to 
gather for both fun and developmental 
programming.  

@MessiahMech 
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Pastor’s letter… 
Be in Christ 
 
‘To be in Christ’ is synonymous with ‘to be 
in the church-community.’ 
  -   Dietrich Bonhoeffer,  
          theologian and martyr 
 
As we approach our 50th anniversary, 
Messiah members have begun to actively 
reconsider what it means to be “church” 
together.  
 
Fellow members of Messiah caught 
glimpses of our congregation’s own story 
in the book and movie, All Saints . Here, a 
radical, trust-centered hospitality and 
unlikely cooperation led to a struggling, 
small church’s vibrant renewal. This fos-
tered great conversation and some new 
ideas for ministry. How have partnerships 
with others blessed us to be a blessing? 
Amidst difficulties, where have we seen 
God’s hand at work?  
 
Your council will soon begin prayerful dis-
cernment as our budget and active minis-
try with All Souls Episcopal faces a chal-
lenging transition. What new opportuni-
ties and relationships await us? Are we 
willing to bend with the Holy Spirit’s guid-
ance into uncharted territory?  
 
Our theology on tap events have brought 
together people from several denomina-
tions, as well as seekers, for discussions 
on faith. Some who have been wounded 
by Church in the past overheard us and 
offered that our gatherings have given 
them “something to reconsider” when it 
comes to being “church.” We must con-
tinue to wrestle with faith questions 
openly; trusting Jesus will answer us and 
that others will hear the Good News 
though such public, vulnerable yet joyful 
witness.   
 
And as someone reflected upon our 50th 
anniversary drone photo, they thought 

our “50” formation also looked like the 
word “SO.” This raised the question, “So 
what’s next for us?” That’s a wonderful, 
hopeful question for any believer to ask 
each day. Where is God asking us to help 
sow his love and mercy? Where will we 
discover new life? 
 
No human knows all the answers regard-
ing our future, but as Vicar Ginny noted 
in her farewell during worship (as others 
have): “Surely the presence of the Lord is 
in this place. I can feel His mighty power 
and His grace. I can hear the brush of an-
gels’ wings. I see glory on each face. 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this 
place.”  
 
Christ reveals himself to us through holy 
community. We can touch the hem of his 
garment and almost see his face. Only to-
gether can we come into the fullness of 
this new, promised life with the Risen 
Christ.  
 
Not everyone will always have the heart to 
notice, understand or appreciate such au-
thentic community. It is difficult and 
takes our time, attention and lots of grace. 
We often fail. Yet, God is doing something 
miraculous and beautiful each day in and 
through our lives together. We are grow-
ing; together with God and in love of our 
neighbor.   
 
It is approaching harvest time. In the 
name of Jesus Christ and your brothers 
and sisters of the Church, reconsider your 
place. Wherever you’ve been, whatever 
you’ve done or left undone, I invite you to 
walk with Jesus and us anew.  
 
Be still and know. Be active to serve and 
grow.  Be in Christ together.  
 
Christ’s peace, 
Pastor Lou 
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2    Amy Delph 
3    John DiGrazia 
3    Charilie Schwerdtfeger 
8    Dean Gustafson 
8    Beth Carpenter 
10  Sheila Whirley 
15  Paul Knab 
23  Kirsten Combs 
24  Roberta McMillen 
26  Jeff Weaver 
 
 
 
 
3    Anita (and Mark) Philp 
9    Dak and Sharon Kondaki 
17  Daren and Valerie Williams 
28  Bill and Chrisann Hatfield 
30  Jean (and John) Martin 
 
If you would like YOUR birthdays &  
anniversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to messiah-
mech@gmail.com or call Davina (746-
7134). 

A fond farewell 
 
God bless and goodbye, Vicar Ginny! Pho-
tos: Vicar Ginny’s first day in clerical col-
lar (left); presentation of flowers and a visi-
tation communion kit on her last day 
(upper right); solo offering, “The Servant 
Song,” by John Terry. More pictures can 
be seen on Facebook and Messiah’s photo-
gallery at messiahmech.com. (Vicar Ginny 
Banister completed her contextual intern-
ship with us from March to August 2018 
serving at worship, preaching and teach-
ing, and being mentored weekly by Pastor 
Lou. Thanks to all those who offered sup-
port, hosted her for lunch and completed 
evaluations.) 

My dear Messiah family, 
 
How does one say thank you when the 
heart is overflowing with gratitude? There 
are no words that are appropriate. When I 
first came to Messiah, I was of course a bit 
nervous.  However, after the first Sunday 
and I truly mean the FIRST SUNDAY I was 
there, I knew God called me to the right 
place. Messiah, YOU, the church that IS 
Messiah is rich with blessings.  You 
showed and taught me more than I could 
have ever imagined.  I didn’t know this ex-
perience – the Seminary “requirement” 
would turn out as it did.  I have never felt 
so loved, so comfortable, so at home.  I 
could be myself, goof up and you would 
just laugh.  I could preach and you al-
lowed me to feel comfortable and not 
judged. I could teach and you made me 
feel smart. But most of all, the greatest gift 
of all – was that you lifted me up and af-
firmed the external call. Thank you. Sim-
ply and humbly I thank you. I will forever 
carry you in my heart. I will see you in the 
pew!  
 
God’s precious Peace+ 
Vicar Ginny 
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 We pray for each other: 
 
Charlie Absher; Ray Ash; Joan Barnes; 
Katryn Combs; Kenneth Deere; Adam 
Dworak, Sr.; JoAn Firebaugh; Elisabeth 
Gardner; Steve Gilnett; Ruby Habron; 
Mac McAllister; Pat Motley; Ruth 
Schroeder; John Terry; Marc Thomas. 
 
We pray for our extended family 
and neighbors: 
Cyndi Bauer, sister of Lois Schroeder;   
David and Sandi Elliott, friends of the 
Whirleys; Cheryl Jones, daughter of 
Charlie and Judy Schwerdtfeger; Bill 
Leaver, friend of Charlie & Sally Bennett; 
Iris Locke, mother of Davina Winn; Alvin 
& Lucille Morlan, father & stepmother of 
Donna Shaw; Dieter Niklas, brother of 
Erna Jung; Evelyn Poulsen, mother of 
Roger Schroeder; Tim Schroeder, Roger’s 
nephew; Charles Schw erdtfeger, son of 
Charlie; Lorna Snook, mother-in-law of 
Jeff Weaver; Sarah Thomas, daughter of 
Marc Thomas; Danny Tinnell; Wanda 
Umlauf, mother of Vicar Ginny; Nicole 
Warden, cousin of Tracie Anderson; Cary 
Wightman, family member of Jean Wight-
man;  Barbara Wilborn, friend of Charlie 
and Judy Schwerdtfeger; Friends, Family 
and Parents of David, friends of Jackie 
Garbett; Our veterans, their fellow sol-
diers & their waiting families, especially 
Andrew Addair, Randy Cicale; Ian 

Schw erdtfeger, & LJ Spray; All law en-
forcement, firefighters and first re-
sponders; The people of All Souls Epis-
copal and our shared ministry; All those 
persecuted in any way for their faith in 
Christ, especially in Ethiopia, Tunisia, 
Turkey, and Kenya. 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134.  

Pastor Nate update  
 
During the 2012-2013 academic year, 
Messiah served as the first-year contex-
tual education site for the now, Rev. Na-
than Huffman. He had been attending 
Union Presbyterian Seminary for two 
years. Following internship with us, he 
completed two more years of study at the 
Lutheran seminary in Gettysburg and a 
year-long, full time internship in Norge, 
VA. After being awarded his Master in Di-
vinity degree and approval for ordination 
from the Virginia Synod, he was called as 
Associate Pastor at St. Michael’s Lutheran 
(Virginia Beach). On Sunday, August 19, 
he announced he will be reaching his ulti-
mate goal - serving as a chaplain in the 
US Navy. He sends his love and apprecia-
tion to all those at Messiah Lutheran who 
helped him on his way. His first duty sta-
tion will be the Navy’s chaplaincy school 
located in Newport, RI. 

The role of a lifetime 
 
“We grow up when we see our life and 
our role from God’s perspective; when we 
thank God for the role he has assigned us 
and begin to see our cup as a gift instead 
of a cross; when each morning we ask, 
‘God, how can I glorify you today in my 
given role?’” 
 
—Linda Dillow, Calm My Anxious Heart 
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Calendar of events  
 
1  Fenwick-Aiello Wedding * 
2  Commemoration of Nikolai Frederik  
        Severin Grundtvig, Bishop &  
        Renewer of the Church 
     Vocation Sunday 
     9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship  
3  Messiah's Office Closed 
4  10:00 AM Richmond Conference Mtg. 
     6:15 PM Special Council Meeting 
     7:30 PM Taizé Prayer (Richmond Hill) 
5  2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
6  7:00 PM Choir Practice 
7  Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
8 
9 Commemoration of Peter Claver,  
        Missionary 
     9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship  
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     12:00 PM Fellowship Meeting 
10 Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
     7:00 PM 3 Priests Walk in a Bar  
        (Ecumenical Theology on Tap) * 
11 7:30 AM Pastor @VCC * 
     9:00 AM Pastor @Episcopal Meeting 
12 2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #557 Meeting 
13 Commemoration of John Chrysostom,  
        Bishop of Constantinople 
     8:00 AM Pastor @HCSO 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
 

14 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Holy Cross Day 
     Pastor's Day Off 
15 
16 Commemoration of Cyprian, Bishop of  
        Carthage and Martyr 
     9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship  
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     12:00 PM Worship Meeting 
17 Commemoration of Hildegard,  
        Abbess of Bingen 
     5:00 PM Stevie B night for MCEF * 
18 Commemoration of Dag Hammarskjöld 
     Secretary on Vacation 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
19 Secretary on Vacation 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
20 Secretary on Vacation 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
21 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Feast of Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 
     Pastor's Day Off 
     Secretary on Vacation 
22 
23 9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship  
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     12:00 PM Christian Formation Mtg. 
24 Local Remembrance: Dr. Seuss 
     Secretary on Vacation 
25 Secretary on Vacation 
     9:00 AM Tuesday Lunch Brunch  
        (Hanover Parks & Rec.) 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
26 Secretary on Vacation 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #557 Meeting 
27 Secretary on Vacation 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
 
 
                            
                       Continued on next page 
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Calendar 
Continued from page 6 
 
28 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
     Secretary on Vacation 
29 Feast of Michael & All Angels 
     Happy National Coffee Day! 
30 Commemoration of Jerome,  
        Translator & Teacher 
     9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship  
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
 
* Off site 

Vocation Sunday  
 
Each Labor Day Weekend, we take some 
time at worship to reflect upon our sacred 
call, or vocation, in the world. Whatever 
our job or station, we are called to be rep-
resentatives of Christ in that context. Join 
us Sunday, September 2, for a special 
worship.  
 
Youth are invited to bring 
their backpacks for a 
blessing. 
 

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 
 

Save the date 
 
On All Saints Sunday, November 4, 2018, 
Messiah will gather to celebrate our 50th 
anniversary during worship at 10:45 am.  
 
Our annual Thanksgiving Luncheon fol-
lows (held earlier this year to accommo-
date our celebration and spare the fellow-
ship team from overwork). Among the Vir-
ginia Synod staff members present will be 
our preacher for the day, the Rev. Kelly 
Bayer Derrick, former member of Messiah 
Lutheran. She presently serves as Assis-
tant Bishop of the Virginia Synod. Our 
day’s theme: “50 years…So what’s next?” 
 
Everyone is welcome!  

Three Priests Walk in a Bar 
 
Our popular ecumenical theology on tap 
experience (and we do mean experience) 
returns on September 10, 2018 at 7:00 
pm. We invite you to gather at the Iron 
Horse Restaurant (100 S. Railroad Ave, 
Ashland) for a time of spiritual refresh-
ment in the real world. In August, over 30 
people gathered representing seven faith 
traditions for a festive, informal time of 
sharing questions (and even some an-
swers) on faith. September topic: OK, I 
like this Jesus guy and all, but why 
should I go to church? 



The Women's Bible study group will re-
start on Tuesday, September 25th at 
7pm at the church.  We will be resuming 
our study from the book The Remarkable 
Women of the Bible.  
 
We will then meet regularly on every 2nd 
and 4th Tuesday of the Month.   
 
If anyone would like me to order a book 
and workbook for them, they can contact 
me at vswilliams2005@gmail.com OR 
240-638-6162. 
 
   — Valerie Williams 
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Get in the ACTS! 
 
Register now for the Fall ACTS Course 
“Lutheran Confessions” with Dr. Timothy 
Wengert, professor emeritus of The Lu-
theran Theological Seminary at Philadel-
phia. Two sessions will be held on Satur-
days, October 20th and November 10th, at 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Waynesboro (or at two simulcast locations) 
from 9 am-3:30 pm on those days. In addi-
tion, five two-hour small groups, usually 
done on a weeknight chosen by the group, 
will be led by a rostered leader at a TBA 
location. The course book will be The Book 
of Concord (2000 edition) of which Dr. 
Wenger was a co-editor. 
 
Dr. Wengert has written and lectured ex-
tensively on topics of Lutheran theology 
and history. After a hiatus of several years, 
he has agreed to teach the sessions on the 
Lutheran Confessions. Students will dis-
cover how the Lutheran confessions from 
the sixteenth century (especially the Augs-
burg Confession and Luther’s Small Cate-
chism) can transform their lives and con-
gregations in the twenty-first century. Join 
other ACTS participants from across our 
synod to explore and learn more on the 
Lutheran Confessions together.  
 
To register or get more information, visit 
https://www.vasynod.org/ministries/
acts/.  
 
There are also flyers in the Messiah Wel-
come Area.  

First BAM Finale…Wow! 
 
Many thanks to the 40+ adults and youth 
who came out for our first Book And Movie 
event. Also, thank you to all the cooks and 
helpers for making our potluck so deli-
cious! We ate, discussed the book broadly, 
and then watched All Saints, based on a 
book by Michael Spurlock and Jeanette 
Windle. If you haven’t read the book, you 
might like to add it to your list!  
 
If you have a suggestion for a future book 
and movie for late fall, please let Donna 
Shaw  or Pastor Lou know. Hope to see 
you next time at the movie! 



CFFY Corner  
(Christian Formation for You) 
 
To provide a different format for the next 
few months I will try to list a family movie, 
an adult book, a child/youth book, and a 
bible study or devotion for you to explore.  
 
Movie: 
 Miracles from Heaven, 2016, 
IMBd rating 7.1, rated PG. Based on the 
true story of the Beam family from Burle-
son, Texas. When 10 year-old Anna is di-
agnosed with an incurable digestive motil-
ity disorder that threatens her life, the en-
tire family's faith is  tested. Discouraged by 
naysayers, "friends of Job," Mrs. Beam 
finds her own faith  slipping away. Young 
Anna tries to stay strong, but even 
reaches the point of despair. And just 
when it seems that all hope is lost, the mi-
raculous happens, restoring everyone's 
faith and bringing new faith to others. The 
movie stars Jennifer Garner and other  fa-
miliar faces. 
 
Adult book: 
 The Lutheran Difference – Refor-
mation Anniversary Edition (2014) is 
written by Edward  Engelbrecht. Because 
of insecurities about explaining particular 
doctrines or practices,  some Lutherans 
may avoid opportunities to share what 
they have learned from Christ and His 
Word. The Lutheran Difference identifies 
how Lutherans differ from other Chris-
tians  and shows from the Bible why Lu-
therans differ. Such information will pre-
pare Lutherans to share their faith clearly; 
it will help non-Lutherans understand the 
Lutheran difference. This book was written 
entirely for the lay person and would be 
handy for anyone looking  for an addi-
tional resource beyond Luther's Small 
Catechism. 
 

Youth book: 
 Katie Luther: Mother of the Ref-
ormation by Susan Leigh is a book for 8-
13 year olds. If Martin Luther was the fa-
ther of the Reformation, then his wife, Ka-
tie, was its mother.  Intelligent, strong-
willed, and curious, she is perhaps the 
only woman who could have been Martin’s 
match. Katie blazed her own trail at a time 
when there were very few  options for 
women. She risked her life to escape the 
nunnery and stood her ground in the face 
of opposition to her role as Mrs. Luther. 
Hardworking, fiercely dedicated to her 
family, and unwavering in her faith, Katie 
Luther is an enduring Christian role 
model. This is the dramatic story of an ex-
traordinary woman whose life amid reli-
gious, political, and cultural upheaval still 
inspires. Now, in graphic novel style, here 
is the story of Katie Luther, mother of the 
Reformation. 
 
Devotional: 
 Meditations on Divine Mercy and 
Sacred Meditations is a book by Johann 
Gerhard.  It is a book of 45 prayers that 
Gerhard wrote prior to 1612. Translated 
from the German by Rev. Dr. Matthew C. 
Harrison, this book is available for English 
readers to enjoy and appreciate. Addi-
tional features include a chapter on the 
purpose and benefits of  prayer, as well 
as an explanation of the blessing and his-
toric aspects of daily meditation. 
 
- Donna Shaw  

September 2018                               Messenger                                              page 9 

Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
 
Our Wednesday afternoon Bible study 
continues at 2:00 pm. We review the up-
coming Sunday readings and share our 
faith. No preparation is required. Come 
once or come every week.  



“Surely he has borne our 
griefs ...” 
 
When veteran Joe Serna confessed that 
he’d been drinking — behavior prohibited 
in the Veterans Treatment Court program 
— Judge Lou Olivera sentenced him to one 
night in jail. That might not seem like 
much, but while deployed, Serna had been 
trapped underwater when his truck top-
pled into a canal. A buddy managed to 
move him to an air pocket, saving his life, 
but the buddy and two others died. Years 
later, even the thought of confinement 
triggered flashbacks. 
 
As Serna arrived for his jail stay, Olivera, 
also a vet, saw his anxiety, entered the cell 
with Serna and spent the night. His kind 
act nearly brought Serna to tears, but the 
judge believes any vet would have done the 
same. “These are our brothers,” Olivera 
says. “We never leave each other behind.” 
 
Similarly, Jesus entered our troubled story 
alongside us, sharing in our suffering, bro-
kenness and even death. As a comrade 
unlike any other, Jesus calls us his broth-
ers and sisters, refusing to leave us behind 
with our self-imposed burdens. Above all, 
Jesus does what only God can: redeems 
us for the joy of new life. 
 
- Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter 
Newsletter, Sept., 2018. 

Splash Canyon: A wild ride! 
 
Thanks to our twenty-nine young adven-
turers who attended this year’s Vacation 
Bible School. It was a great deal of fun 
walking in the waters of our baptism. We 
couldn’t have done it without the support 
of many adults and youth. Thanks to all 
who volunteered in any way with food, 
other donations of time, treasure or talent, 
and prayer. Special thanks to our VBS 
team leaders: Kristine Florio & Cathy Sut-
ton (Directors); Pastor Lou, the Rev. 
Katherine & Becky Collie (Bible story tell-
ing/skits); Beth Harper (music), Donna 
Haynes (games); Karen Bower (crafts), 
Donna Combs (food), Linda Krupa & Linda 
Mohatvas (preschool/k program), and 
Emily Gunn (photography). 
 
 
A Brief  
Additional Announcement 
 
Our VBS collection of children’s under-
wear for MCEF’s clothing closet resulted in 
a literal boatload of donations. These do-
nations went to needy neighbors preparing 
for the school year. Thank you! 
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Remembering September 11 First day of autumn September 22 



Dear Messiah Lutheran Church, 
 
Thank you for the scholarship. It will be 
helpful for me in college. 
 
Love, 
Kirsten Combs 
 
* Kirsten begins at VCU this semester.  

On behalf of the family of Linda Barnes-
DePuy, our heartfelt thanks to all of those 
who have kept us in their thoughts and 
prayers throughout Linda’s battle with 
cancer. Linda passed into His Eternal 
Kingdom on April 30th of this year. The 
power of faith sustaining prayers for all 
that we were going through helped keep 
Linda at home until it was time to go. 
 
The parishoners of Messiah Lutheran 
Church have, as their pastor, a wonderful 
leader who has come to our home to share 
the Sacrament of Communion on more 
than one occasion during Linda’s illness. 
 
While mourning and grieving are proc-
esses that we will all go through, the 
thoughts and prayers of all of you are 
truly a blessing and comfort. 
 
• Charles DePuy, her husband 
   
• Joan Barnes, her mother 

Social Ministry Thanks 
 
Thank you for helping to make this a suc-
cessful school year for our foster children. 
They truly appreciate the school supplies! 
 
Blessings, 
The Social Ministry Team 
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Thank you 
 
Sent in response, from the Christian Vil-
lage, for the brunch we served there with 
All Souls (7/29 for service day): 
 
Becky, 
 
     There are many words I could use to 
express appreciation, but "Thank You" still 
says it best. The brunch was so great. We 
thank you and your church and every one 
who helped. May God continue to bless all. 
 
Sincerely, 
Christian Village Tenant's Association 
Corresponding Secretary- Bertha Kelly 

MCEF update 
 
This month, MCEF just wants to say 
THANK YOU for all that you do.  The sup-
port of Messiah for the missions of MCEF 
is an ongoing need.  
 
Our web site, 4mcef.com features monthly 
specific items that are in current need. 
There are currently over 430 households 
who have sought assistance for available 
services that MCEF can provide. 
 
  — Gladys Hubert 
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
October 2018 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, September 16th 
Please call me with your  

submission, hand me a written 
submission OR email 

susiew51@comcast.net 
 

                Messiah on Pinterest 
 
http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/ 
   boards/ 
 

 

Photo by Emily Gunn. Pictures from our 
summer together are now posted at our 

gallery. Visit messiahmech.com 
 


