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Fifth Sunday in Lent (March 21, 2021) 
 

For video go to: https://messiahmech.com/messiah-digital/ 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the 

source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
C: Amen 
 

P: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return 

to the one who is full of compassion. 
 

P: Fountain of living water, 

C: pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 

Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your 

cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as 

healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen. 
 

P: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving 

love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, 

and God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG:  
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THE GREETING   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 

C: O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you 

receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that 

through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 31:31-34                            Lector 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 

 

The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken 

the covenant established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God 

will make a new covenant with the people. There will be no need to teach the 

law, because God will write it on their hearts. 

 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 

that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them 

out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 

husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house 

of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No 

longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for 

they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I 

will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND LESSON:  Hebrews 5:5-10             Lector 

 

A reading from Hebrews. 

 

Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains 

how Christ lived in trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the 

source of our eternal salvation. 
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5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by 

the one who said to him,  

 “You are my Son, 

  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place,  

 “You are a priest forever, 

  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 

cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was 

heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned 

obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he 

became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been 

designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL: John 12:20-33 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here 

Jesus’ words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death 

into the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be gathered. 

 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 
21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, 

we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip 

went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of 

Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 

earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will 

keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, 

there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

 

  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this 

hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your 

name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 

again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others 

said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for 

your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this 

world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 

people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
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P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                                          Pastor Ryan Radtke 

  Imagine that you are sitting outdoors on a pleasant, sunny day.  It’s 

later in the summer, and your wanderings have led you to your current resting 

place, seated beneath a tree.  The sunlight that reaches you through the tree’s 

leaves is dappled, little spots of light swaying back and forth on the ground and 

in your lap, helped on by the breeze moving through the branches.  As you 

relax, thinking your thoughts, there is suddenly a dull thumping noise, and a 

sharp pain in the back of your head.  Something hit you!  It’s probably because 

the tree you’re sitting under is an apple tree.  Oh, and by the way, I probably 

should have mentioned this sooner – you are Isaac Newton. 

 

 That’s the quaint little story that’s been built up to recount Isaac Newton’s 

breakthrough on his descriptions of what we call gravity.  At the same time, 

however, Sir Isaac may have also been reflecting on another concept from 

physics class, something that would help describe why the apple slowed down 

temporarily as it bounced off his head, and then stopped moving entirely once 

it hit the ground.  This concept is known as Newton’s First Law of Motion, and the 

shorthand version of it that you may have heard before is this:  An object in 

motion tends to stay in motion; an object at rest tends to stay at rest.  This 

tendency is called “inertia.” 

 

 This term, inertia, is now used to describe all sorts of things, and not just 

scientific principles and phenomena.  We use it to describe different trends and 

tendencies, social phenomena and individual motivations.  Sometimes we use it 

to refer to something that has built up momentum and will be difficult to stop or 

slow down, like a politician or celebrity’s popularity, or a running back breaking 

into the secondary; but usually we use it to describe things that are inert, that 

aren’t moving, things that will be difficult to move, things that simply won’t 

move unless nudged or pushed, like an apple lying on the ground under a tree, 

a philosopher-physicist lounging on the ground under a tree, or me on a Sunday 

afternoon during football season, not under a tree.  We use “inertia” to describe 

things that are hard to move, and often to things that are hard to change.  We 

say:  inertia has set in. 

 

 Almost twenty years ago, a book came out with this weird title:  Frogs 

without Legs Can’t Hear.  The book was trying to describe the situation in the 

church regarding how to nurture and pass on the faith to each other, especially 

the younger generations.  The weird title comes from a weird story about 

jumping to the wrong conclusions.  A frog ended up legless (don’t ask), and the 

person kept yelling, “Jump!”  The frog didn’t jump, no matter what; so the 
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person concluded that frogs without legs can’t jump.  The weird story set up the 

working analogy of the book:  that we in the church keep trying the same 

solutions when it comes to passing on the faith, even when they don’t actually 

fit the problem. 

 

 What we have been doing isn’t working very well, as most denominations 

and congregations and religions have been experiencing declining 

membership and attendance for decades, including gaps in the ages of the 

folks who do come and participate, especially severe drop-offs when it comes 

to folks between the ages of, say, 15 and 40, give or take.  More and more 

people don’t feel comfortable talking about their faith, even to their own 

children, or teaching the faith, or reading the Bible, and so on.  More and more 

people don’t trust institutions in general, and don’t want to be a “member” of 

anything.  More and more people feel a disconnect in their lives, something 

missing; but they don’t know how to address it, or where to start.  Church 

doesn’t seem like the answer; it doesn’t seem like people are experiencing God 

in the church.  And we just keep yelling different versions of “Jump!” 

The book focuses on youth ministry, but the problem is much broader than that, 

and the ideas and solutions the authors offer apply to more than just youth 

ministry.  But one of the takeaways is that, until we identify and address the 

leglessness, nothing will change. 

 

Now add in the pandemic.  There are legitimate concerns in the Christian 

church that this last year of disrupted ministries and practices and routines, this 

past year of lockdowns and quarantines, of virtual worship and distanced 

worship, will just amplify the momentum of decline and heighten the inertia – is 

the good news going anywhere anymore?  I know that some of you here have 

expressed concerns for how all of this will impact Messiah: who will be coming 

back when we can fully come back?  Will there be some new folks?  Or will 

there be less faces than before?  How will we pass on God’s good news and all 

the love and caring we have to share if there are less and less people to share 

it?  Has the inertia become irreversible? 

 

 An object at rest tends to stay at rest.  Unless acted on by an external 

force.  God acts on us.  Our individual hearts.  Our congregations.  The church 

on earth.  We get in the way of that external force.  We curse the inertia and 

enable the inertia at the same time.  We keep yelling “Jump!”  But while we 

keep yelling, God is speaking.  God is changing our course. 

 

 The prophet Jeremiah was addressing God’s people, a people who had 

cyclically strayed from God for hundreds of years, caught in a loop of sin-ertia, 

breaking the covenant that God made with them after they were freed from 

slavery in Egypt, the covenant sealed when the Commandments were given.  

How does God respond?  God applies external force and changes the 
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trajectory.  God promises a new covenant, and instead of laws written on inert 

tablets, God reaches in and writes the new promise on their living, beating 

hearts.  Our hearts.  God changes our course.  God transforms us.  God says, “I 

will be their God and they shall be my people.  No longer shall they teach one 

another, or say to each other, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from 

the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity 

and remember their sin no more.” 

 

 In the Frogs book, they talk about the difference between simply 

transferring faith to the next generation or to new people.  They say, “Faith is 

caught more than taught.”  One way God is trying to dislodge our inertia is to 

move us once more from tablets to hearts.  It’s not just about us passing along 

information about God.  It’s about the transforming experience we receive from 

God’s grace and forgiveness, and sharing that experience with others.  

Creating an environment for others to experience it, through our worship, 

through our service, through our fellowship, through our teaching, through our 

outreach.  Putting our transformed hearts on display, inscribed with God’s love 

letters and covenants, and letting the Holy Spirit move us, and the world, from 

our current inertia. 

 

  The passage from Hebrews speaks about how Jesus, through his suffering 

on the cross, was made perfect.  “Perfect” in this sense means not so much 

“flawless” as it does “complete” – his mission of salvation finished through the 

cross and empty tomb.  Jesus wasn’t like the high priests of old; he transformed 

the role.  Instead of offering sacrifices for others and himself to atone for sins, 

Jesus offers himself, and in so doing finishes all such sacrifices, once and for all.  

He transforms the relationship humanity has with God from that of sin-broker to 

that of savior, full of grace. 

 

 When the old approaches no longer worked, God transformed the whole 

system and relationship through the incarnate, crucified, and risen Jesus.  If the 

way we’ve been sharing the good news and passing on the faith has become 

legless and clearly hasn’t been getting us anywhere, then God will bless our 

attempts to change things up, even when they don’t work.  It’s time to adapt 

and try and fail sometimes and succeed sometimes.  We know, in Christ Jesus, 

the magnitude of the external force God will apply to love and save us and 

dislodge us from sin and inertia.  This past year has changed all of our systems, 

and it’s brought a lot of pain and loss.  But as we look forward to restoration, I 

think God is also calling on us to seize the opportunity to be a part of something 

new. 

 

 In our Gospel reading Jesus speaks about his impending death and 

resurrection.  He says that when a seed is planted, it’s like the seed itself must 

die and pass away in order for the grain to sprout and for a plant to grow, and 
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for that plant to bear fruit.  Jesus could not overcome death without first dying.  

Resurrection is hollow without crucifixion.  When transformation happens, 

something is left behind, or at least changed into something new.  And that can 

be difficult.  Jesus’s soul is troubled.  He considers saying “Father, save me from 

this hour.”  In the other Gospels he prays in the garden of Gethsemane that this 

cup might pass from him; but in the end he says, “not what I want, but what you 

want.” 

 

 Jesus calls on his followers to be transformed.  He says, “Those who love 

their life will lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life.”  Hate not in the sense of despising, but in the sense of being 

disinclined to the old in favor of a new, better, opportunity.  Being open to the 

external force that disrupts your inertia.  Jesus calls on us to lead new lives, 

transformed lives.  Putting our inscribed hearts on display mean being 

vulnerable and honest, opening ourselves up to hurt and failure.  Letting go of 

old systems and approaches means accepting the loss of them, and grieving 

them.  But not it’s not about what we want; it’s about what God wants. 

 

 Notice how the Gospel reading begins and ends:  it starts with some 

Greeks wanting to meet Jesus.  People from outside the system, for whom none 

of the usual practices or prophecies or structures would make any sense 

whatsoever.  And after Jesus tells everyone to let go and let God, he says this:  

“And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”  

 

 The gospel itself is constant.  The good news itself is eternal.  God loves us, 

forgives us, saves us, frees us.  Always.  The human condition is also constant – 

we sin and mess up and hurt each other and turn in on ourselves and embrace 

inertia even when it’s harmful.  God is the external force that moves us, and 

through us moves the world.  Jesus died and was raised, and through baptism 

we are joined to that death and resurrection, made new, so that we too might 

bear the good fruit of God’s love for others.  Do you want others to experience 

that love?  People haven’t been hearing the message.  But they still want to.  

Need to.  People haven’t been experiencing that love.  Our proclamation has 

been legless.   

 

Faith is caught more than taught.  Whatever we do needs to put our hearts on 

display and risk change and failure and the death of beloved inertia.  Jesus 

made sure that he was lifted up; may we do no less.  God is dropping apples.  

May we bear God’s fruit.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS 
 

A: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, 

and all in need. [Brief silence] 
 

A: You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make 

your church a community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your 

people courage to forgive; through them show the world new possibilities. 

Bless ministries of repentance and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your 

presence, and you call us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant 

weather that prepares the soil for seeds; protect all from violent storms, 

flooding, and wildfires (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the 

world to shape communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, 

and give them creativity to work for the welfare of all. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to 

know your presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who 

need healing of mind or body, those who are dying, and all who grieve. 

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Empower this congregation in 

discipleship. Equip children and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, 

and learning ministries. Give us your truth and wisdom and teach us to follow 

Jesus. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified. We praise you for those who 

have given us words to worship you (especially Thomas Cranmer). With all 

those who have died in Christ, bring us into life everlasting. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God, you are life. We pray for our world, our country, our community, and 

our church as we face the challenges of coronavirus. We pray for those who 

grieve the loss of loved ones, for the sick and their families, for those fearful 
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of an unknown future. We pray for the millions of unemployed, for children 

and others at home - that they be safe from abuse. We pray for those who 

are alone and isolated during this time that they may feel your loving 

presence.  We pray for all the hospital and health care workers, and all first 

responders, that they receive needed supplies and be kept protected in the 

work they do. We pray for those making decisions about how to live into the 

future and when that will happen.  Keep us all in your care as we wait for a 

new day. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of all families, you have given us families to be sanctuaries of blessing, 

comfort, and love for each other.  Under your protection fill us with harmony, 

hope, and health.  We pray this week for the Umberger, Walker and Walton 

families as well as our Messiah family.  Guard all of our hearts that we may 

display love instead of hate, anger, or bitterness.  Lead us all to be grateful 

for your abiding love and enable us to glorify you by sharing that love with 

others. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,   

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 
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SENDING SONG  
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Announcements 
 

PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan’s office hours for this week are listed below. You can 

also reach Pastor Ryan via email at messiahmechpr@gmail.com or 

by phone at 507-360-7276 if you’d like to talk or set up an 

appointment. 
 

Wednesday-Friday 11:00 am-4:00 pm 
 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Here is this week’s information based on our 2021 budget. 

 Contributions to the general fund averaged $3,536.26 (similar to 

$3,520.79 through March 14, 2021). 

 We are $5,002.12 behind the year-to-date budget needs (increasing 

from 

$4,702.12 the last time reported).  

 Weekly budget need is $3,991.00. 
 

MCEF DONATION INFORMATION (CURRENT NEEDS) 

Today it feels like summer is here and the clothing closets are doing 

the same. Please, only spring and summer clothing that is clean and 

usable, there is no space for winter clothing.  Other needs include 

boys new underwear (sizes S, M, M and L), small to medium sized 

men’s jeans, men’s short sleeved colored T-shirts, all sizes and tops 

for women in small and medium sizes. The linen closet is low on 

Double and King sheets (no stains or rips please). Food pantry needs 

include spinach, instant oatmeal and grits packages, pancake mix 

and syrup, toothbrushes (new) and jellies of any kind. Thank you for 

your continued support of your neighbors in need. Check out 

4mcef.com for more information. 

 

The “Fun Raiser” at Chicken Salad Chick continues on the 3rd 

Monday of each month, mention that you support MCEF and 10% of 

the sale is donated to MCEF. Thank you for your support of your of 

your neighbors in need through MCEF. 

 

PRAYER LIST TO BE RESET 
The current prayer list will be reset on April 4 to begin the second 

quarter. Please contact Davina with names that need to remain on 

the list. Email her at MessiahMech@gmail.com or phone 746-7134 

with your requests. 
 

mailto:MessiahMech@gmail.com
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WHO WILL WIN THE GOLDEN HALO? 

Lenten Madness is back and getting ready for Lent 2021. In seeking 

a fun, engaging way for people to learn about the men and 

women comprising the Church’s Calendar of Saints, this unique 

Lenten devotion is now in its 11th year! Fashioned after NCAA March 

Madness, the format is straightforward: 32 saints are placed into a 

tournament-like single elimination bracket. Each pairing remains 

open for a set period of time and people vote for their favorite saint. 

16 saints make it to the Round of the Saintly Sixteen; eight advance 

to the Round of the Elate Eight; four make it to the Faithful Four; two 

to the Championship; and the winner is awarded the coveted 

Golden Halo. Go to https://www.lentmadness.org/about/ to learn 

more about Lenten Madness and to fill out a bracket go to 

https://www.lentmadness.org/bracket/. Be creative and have some 

fun while learning about some amazing people! 

 

LENTEN BOOK STUDY:  LIFE TOGETHER (APART) 

You are invited to join in a Lenten book study on Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer's book Life Together, Wednesdays at 1:00 

pm. The Zoom link will be sent by email at a later date. 

This book was written out of Bonhoeffer's experience 

leading an "underground" seminary for church leaders in 

Germany in the build-up to WWII.  What does genuine 

Christian community look like?  And for us today, what does 

community look like when we are separated in so many ways? You 

should be able to find this book through bookstores, libraries, online 

vendors, or through some form of digital download.   

 

CALMED WATERS, STILLED STORMS:  WHEN JESUS MEETS CHAOS 

Since we can't get together with our friends from All Souls this Lent 

for worship and soup suppers, Pastor Ryan and Rev. Katherine 

reached out to some of our neighboring churches to work together.  

We are happy to present you with a Lenten series that will feature 

five ministers from our neighborhood called "Calmed Waters, Stilled 

Storms:  When Jesus Meets Chaos."  Each week one of us will share a 

brief message based on Jesus stilling storms and walking on water, 

while we are still hanging out in our "boats" during this pandemic.  

And, as a bonus, each week we'll share a soup recipe from one of 

the churches!  This week's video is from Pastor Amy Dunn of 

Mechanicsville United Methodist Church. Check out this link each 

week for new videos and recipes: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YuvfwCfUzng.  If you have a 

soup recipe you'd like to share, please email it to Pastor Ryan. 
 

https://www.lentmadness.org/about/
https://www.lentmadness.org/bracket/
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INFORMATION ON VACCINATIONS 

The Virginia Department of Health recently released a 

downloadable Virginia COVID Info Toolkit with information on 

vaccines and the vaccine registration system. You can access the 

information at: https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-

vaccine/patient-education/. If you need to register for the vaccine, 

confirm your registration, or update your record, go to: 

https://vaccinate.virginia.gov/ 
 

NOW ACCEPTING REPAIR PROGRAM APPLICATIONS! 

Thanks to a grant, Hanover Habitat for Humanity is able to serve low 

income senior citizens in the 23111 or 23116 Zip Code in the Hanover 

suburban service area, or ‘Old Mechanicsville.’ Repair work will be 

for health and safety issues or code violations. However due to 

COVID, we will only be able to do exterior repairs at this time. If you 

or a loved one is in need of a repair in this area, please visit their 

website at https://www.hanoverhfh.org/programs/critical-repair-

program/ for more information and an application. Repairs will be 

based on a first come, first serve basis while funding is available. 

 

LENTEN OFFERINGS 

Many of our ministry partners have felt the effects of the Covid 

restrictions this past year.  One who has felt it in particular are the 

good folks at Caroline Furnace Lutheran Camp and Retreat Center.  

We encourage you to give a special Lenten offering this year to 

Caroline Furnace.  Just mark on your check, envelope, or electronic 

donation to Messiah that it’s for the camp, and we’ll send the 

collective offerings at the end of Lent.  We pray that they’ll be able 

to have a full load of campers soon, and we thank God for the 

amazing things that happen at camp! 

 

SMALL GROUPS 

If you’d like to have a small group or committee meeting at the 

church, please check out the Small Group Meetings and Cleaning 

Protocols.  You can contact Davina when wanting to schedule a 

time for your group to meet and get the latest protocols. The only 

areas open at this time include the Fellowship Hall, the hallway to 

the restrooms, and the restrooms. All other parts of the building 

remain ‘closed’ for now. There are also copies of the forms at 

church on the kitchen counter for you to use at your meeting along 

with necessary cleaning supplies. Davina will maintain the 

completed forms in her office. Thanks for all you do!  Stay well 

everyone! 

 

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine/patient-education/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine/patient-education/
https://vaccinate.virginia.gov/
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UPDATED: REBUILD RVA GRANT PROGRAM 

On October 28, the Governor's Office released information about 

an expansion of the Rebuild Virginia Grants. The grants are available 

to small businesses and non-profits. Unlike the last time round of 

Rebuild Virginia grants, the expansion specifically says that an 

organization can receive funding even if the organization received 

CARES Act Funding. Qualified recipients can receive a grant of up 

to three months’ worth of expenses to help with salaries, mortgage, 

utilities, etc. The FAQs aren't as entirely clear, but when you combine 

the FAQs with the application guide (pg 4 in particular addresses 

what is excluded for those with CARES Act funding), it appears that 

most organizations in Virginia are eligible. This funding may prove 

particularly helpful for child care and preschool ministries that had 

issues with part-time employees and PPP Loan calculations. One 

potential hurdle for an application is the requirement for a DUNS 

number. The DUNS numbers appear to be standard practice in the 

for-profit world and almost unheard of in the non-profit world. It is 

possible for a church or non-profit to apply for a DUNS number, but 

the online process to get the number can be confusing. 

 

VIRGINIA RENT AND MORTGAGE RELIEF PROGRAM (RMRP) 

The Virginia Rent and Mortgage Relief Program (RMRP) is designed 

to support and ensure housing stability across the commonwealth 

during the coronavirus pandemic. Depending on availability of 

funds and household need, the RMRP may provide financial 

assistance for rent or mortgage payments for eligible households. 

This includes financial assistance for rent or mortgage payments past 

due beginning April 1, 2020 and onward. Financial assistance is a 

one-time payment with opportunity for renewal based on 

availability of funding and the household’s need for additional 

assistance and continued eligibility. For more information please 

visit: Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development 

(DHCD): www.dhcd.virginia.gov/rmrp.  

  

http://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/rmrp
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SMILE! MESSIAH RECEIVES .5% DONATION WHEN  

YOU SHOP ON AMAZON! 

Even though the most recent holiday shopping season is behind us, 

the Stewardship team would like to remind everyone to sign up and 

use Amazon Smile! Signing up is easy and does not interfere with 

Prime Membership benefits. Amazon donates .5% of eligible 

purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. 

Step 1: visit smile.amazon.com 

Step 2: sign in with your amazon account credentials 

Step 3: Search for "Messiah Lutheran Church Mechanicsville" 

Step 4: Start SHOPPING! *please remember to bookmark  

smile.amazon.com for easy access every time you shop. You must 

add the "smile" for this program. Thank you all and happy shopping! 
 


