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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 

 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 
 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost     September 5, 2021 
 

 

*Congregation standing 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of 

miracles, the God of mercy. 

C: Amen 

 

P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

 

P: God, our provider, 

C: help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways 

when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our 

own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your 

teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 

 

P: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 

nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than 

enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: 

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

C: Amen. 

  

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the church 
website and YouTube. There is no pre-recording of the service on YouTube this week. 

Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 
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*GATHERING SONG   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THE GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 

C: Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and 

death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a 

people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus 

Christ, our healer and Lord.  Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 35:4-7a                                      Lector 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
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These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays 

God’s vengeance on Edom, Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path 

from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert itself will flow with 

water to give drink to the returning exiles. 
 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water. 

 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON:  James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17             Lector 
 

A reading from James. 
 

Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, 

especially at the expense of the poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay 

mere lip service to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian faith expresses itself in 

acts of compassion and mercy for those in need. 
 

1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 

glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes 

comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 
3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a 

seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit 

at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become 

judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God 

chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom 

that he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the 

poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 
7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 

  8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin 

and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole 
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law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. 

  14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not 

have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 

food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your 

fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So 

faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL: Mark 7:24-37 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ 

ministry. Here, a conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the 

beginning of his mission to the Gentiles. 
 

24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and 

did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape 

notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately 

heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the 

woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the 

demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is 

not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered 

him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he 

said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 
30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon 

towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him 

a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to 

lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and 

put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking 

up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 
35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he 

spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he 

ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded 

beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the 

deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 

 

 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 
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SERMON                                                                                         Pastor Ryan Radtke 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 



 

 7 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS 
 

A: Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. [Brief silence] 
 

A: Holy One, you bring your people together in worship. Enliven your church. 

Guide all evangelists, preachers, prophets, and missionaries who seek to 

share your love through word and deed. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: You provide water for thirsty ground and sunshine to feed hungry plants. 

Bless all who advocate for healthy forests, unpolluted air, and clean 

waterways. Inspire all people to show care for the world you have made. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: You show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations. Encourage leaders and 

governments to work with one another for the good of our common world. 

Especially as we celebrate Labor Day, unite us in seeking the health, safety, 

and dignity of all. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: You accompany those who are most in need. Shelter all fleeing violence or 

persecution, protect any who are in danger, and sustain them through 

uncertain and unstable times. We especially pray today for… Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: You support the work of your disciples. Continue to nurture the leadership 

and ministries of Messiah Lutheran Church, and all our partners in ministry. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: You embrace all who have died in the faith and brought them into your 

glorious presence. We thank you for their example and rejoice in their lives. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God, you are life. We pray for our world, our country, our community, and 

our church as we face the challenges of coronavirus. We pray for those who 

grieve; for the sick and their families; for the anxious – comfort them. We 

pray for those who have lost businesses and jobs – restore them. We pray for 
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those working and schooling at home, and for those who remain isolated – 

sustain them and protect them. We pray for all hospital and health care 

workers, and all first responders – provide for them and protect them. We 

pray for those who are making decisions about how to live into the future 

and the shape such a future will take – guide them. We pray with 

thanksgiving for vaccines and treatments; for those who develop them, test 

them, and administer them – encourage them. Keep us all in your care as 

we continue to love our neighbors near and far. Lord, in your mercy. 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God of all families, you have given us families to be sanctuaries of blessing, 

comfort, and love for each other.  Under your protection fill us with harmony, 

hope, and health.  We pray this week for the Sondor, Starrett and Terry 

families as well as our Messiah family.  Guard all of our hearts that we may 

display love instead of hate, anger, or bitterness.  Lead us all to be grateful 

for your abiding love and enable us to glorify you by sharing that love with 

others. Lord, in your mercy. 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

PEACE-IN-PLACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

**Please share signs of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only.  If any 

are not comfortable making physical contact during the peace, please share 

peace in other ways. 

 

THE GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

**Offering baskets are located near the doors to the sanctuary.  Please place 

your offerings in the baskets at the end of the service as you depart. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us 

to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen 

us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of 

the world.  Amen 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
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C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 

by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,                                  

 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 

great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 

and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 

cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 

his coming in glory. 
 

 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
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 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,   

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMUNION 

P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

C: Amen 
 

**Please process up the center aisle as directed by the ushers.  Please maintain 

social distancing between family groups while processing.  Bread and wine will 

be available from the pastor and the first lay assistant, with empty cups 

available on your way to the front.  Prepackaged grape juice and wafer 

servings will be available from the second lay assistant.  Baskets for empty cups 

will be set out.  Please return to your seats down the side aisles. 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

A: Let us pray. 

 Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could 

ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love 

the world with your own life. In your name we pray.  

C: Amen 

 

*BLESSING  
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 
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*SENDING SONG  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

**Please exit through either set of doors, maintaining distance between family 

groups.  You are welcome to enjoy fellowship time outside in the parking lot. 

 

POSTLUDE 
(Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 
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******************************************************************************************* 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, September 5, 2021 

Pianist:  Debbie Walker 

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst.) Marilyn Gunn (2nd Lay Asst.) Anita Philp 

Lectors:  Anita Philp 

Acolyte:  TBD 

Greeters:  Gladys Hubert 

Ushers  Roger Schroeder & Charlie Bennett 

Altar Guild:  Marilyn Gunn & Donna Combs 

Counters:  Gordon & Marilyn Gunn 
******************************************************************************************* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week.  Please call or email him to 

set up an appointment, at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 

 

NEED MASKS? 

As kids are going back to school, some families might consider stocking up on 

masks so their kids aren't wearing the same mask day after muggy day.  MCEF 

graciously shared some bounty of masks (and hand sanitizer) with the church.  If 

you or someone you know could use these items, please contact Pastor Ryan or 

Davina. 

 

RALLY DAY 

We kick off our Sunday School year next Sunday with a blessing of teachers and 

fun for students.  Watch your email for all the details! 

 

INSTALLATION SERVICE 

On Sunday, September 12th, at 3:00 pm, you are invited to attend the 

Installation service for Pastor Ryan.  Pastor Katie Pocalyko, our Richmond 

Conference Dean, will preside.  There will be a reception with refreshments to 

follow. 

  

Announcements 
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MCEF NEWS 

MCEF served 98 households in the month of July which included 278 people. 

Save the date: Saturday, September 11, 2021 for the annual concert by the 

John Marshall Alumni Band at  7:00 at Walnut Grove Baptist Church, 7046 Cold 

Harbor Road. This is a "Food and Fund Raiser" for the MCEF Pantry with admission 

being a donation of $2 and a nonperishable food item (canned or boxed). 

Come and support MCEF's local missions. Current  food needs are pork and 

beans, applesauce, ketchup and large cans of soup (18.5 oz.) size. Your support 

is always greatly appreciated. 

 

HELP WANTED 

Now that we’re back to worshipping in the sanctuary, being a greeter or an 

usher is much easier. Less walking. No standing in the hot sun, rain, or freezing 

air. How easy is that! The other thing is that almost anyone can do either of 

these ministries. And, yes, these are ministries of service. So what are you waiting 

for? All you have to do is contact Sally Bennett at sallybennett3317@gmail.com. 

She will make a place for you on her schedule. Sign up today! 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, please follow the procedures below. 

Pick an empty date on the chart and write your name. Pick an empty date on 

the chart and write your name. Please make your check for $46 payable to 

“Messiah Lutheran Church” with the word “Flowers” on the outside of the 

Envelope, and place it in the offering plate. If you would rather make a general 

donation for altar flowers to help ensure that we have fresh flowers on the altar 

weekly (except for Lent), as needed for vacant Sundays, follow the directions 

above, but instead write “line-item altar flowers” on the Memo line on your 

check and on the outside of the Envelope. 

 

INFORMATION ON VACCINATIONS 

The Virginia Department of Health recently released a downloadable Virginia 

COVID Info Toolkit with information on vaccines and the vaccine registration 

system. You can access the information at: https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/covid-

19-vaccine/patient-education/. If you need to register for the vaccine, confirm 

your registration, or update your record, go to: https://vaccinate.virginia.gov/ 
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COMMUNITY- ALL SOULS COMMUNITY GARDEN VOLUNTEERS 

Help put the "Community" in the Garden! The All-Souls Community Garden 

depends on the good hearts of volunteers to plant and harvest the vegetables. 

The Garden is located on Atlee Rd. in Mechanicsville. Items are shared with 

MCEF and other Mechanicsville food banks. Church and community groups as 

well as individuals are needed. Students in middle and high school, and even 

college ages are especially welcomed.  Garden lessons are available for 

younger children. Jobs include planting and picking produce, tilling, pulling 

weeds, washing and weighing produce, and delivery to food banks. To 

schedule a time to volunteer, contact Lee Hanchey at lghanchey@gmail.com  

or by phone 804- 514-3020. 

 

MESSIAH RECEIVES .5% DONATION WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON! 

Even though the most recent holiday shopping season is behind us, the 

Stewardship team would like to remind everyone to sign up and use Amazon 

Smile! Signing up is easy and does not interfere with Prime Membership benefits. 

Amazon donates .5% of eligible purchases to the charitable organization of 

your choice. Step 1: visit smile.amazon.com; Step 2: sign in with your amazon 

account credentials; Step 3: Search for "Messiah Lutheran Church 

Mechanicsville"; Step 4: Start SHOPPING! *please remember to bookmark 

smile.amazon.com for easy access every time you shop. You must add the 

"smile" for this program. Thank you all and happy shopping!  

 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE:  HAITI AND WILDFIRES 

Please visit ELCA.org/disaster for information on how to help those affected by 

these natural disasters and the long period of recovery ahead. 

 


