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Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost       September 12, 2021 
 

 

*Congregation standing 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose 

presence is sure, and whose love is endless. 

C: Amen 

 

P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

 

P: God, our comforter, 

C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see 

scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit 

the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our 

neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

 

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ 

Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the 

forgiveness of all your sins. 

C: Amen. 

  

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the church 
website and YouTube. There is no pre-recording of the service on YouTube this week. 

Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 
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*GATHERING SONG   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*THE GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 

C: O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by 

the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the 

gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 50:4-9a                                      Lector 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of 

Isaiah. Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early 

Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at 

his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love.. 
 

 4The Lord GOD has given me 

  the tongue of a teacher, 

 that I may know how to sustain 

  the weary with a word. 
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 Morning by morning he wakens— 

  wakens my ear 

  to listen as those who are taught. 

 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious, 

  I did not turn backward. 

 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face 

  from insult and spitting. 

 

 7The Lord GOD helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

  8he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand up together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 

 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty? 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON:  James 3:1-12             Lector 
 

A reading from James. 
 

This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we 

speak to and about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but 

what we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith. 
 

1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you 

know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us 

make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, 

able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the 

mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look 

at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet 

they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So 

also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.  

  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The 

tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole 

body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every 

species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has 

been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a 
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restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with 

it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth 

come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 
11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish 

water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? 

No more can salt water yield fresh. 

 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human 

being in the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot 

accept that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a 

strong challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the cross. 
 

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 

way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they 

answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the 

prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered 

him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone 

about him. 

 

  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 

suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and 

be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his 

disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are 

setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 

become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 

follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 

their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it 

profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can 

they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my 

words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also 

be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 
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SERMON                                                                                         Pastor Ryan Radtke 

 

Just in case any of you were wondering:  I don’t know much about horses.  

There, I said it!  The first time I ever rode a horse was when I was 24, and I think, 

just between us, I was the taller of the two.  Later that same summer I also got to 

ride a quarter horse, which as it turns out is really quite big, like two and a 

quarter horses stuffed together, and it even stepped on me. 

 I have nothing against horses.  I like them just fine – they’re beautiful, 

intelligent, strong, helpful, and empathetic.  But I don’t know anything about 

them, no matter how many westerns or other horse-related media I’ve read or 

watched.  I know that they are mammals; that you can ride them; and that, in 

order to ride them, you need certain types of gear, like a saddle, and reins, and 

a bridle. 

 It just so happens that James recommends bridles in our New Testament 

reading today.  He starts with this strange bit of advice:  “Not many of you 

should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who 

teach will be judged with greater strictness.  For all of us make many mistakes.  

Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole 

body in check with a bridle.  If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make 

them obey us, we guide their whole bodies.” 

 In theory, that’s how a bridle works:  it goes into the horse’s mouth, it’s 

attached to the reins, and therefore, if you pull the reins, you pull the head, and 

where the head goes, so goes the rest of the horse.  A bridle is for steering. 

 James recommends bridles.  He is not so much of a fan of tongues, 

though.  Our tongues – that is, our speaking and words and comments online – 

can get us into big trouble.  They can do really great things, too, but James 

knows the power those seemingly innocent tongues can have:  “How great a 

forest is set ablaze by a small fire!  And the tongue is a fire.  The tongue is 

placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets 

on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell.”  Every kind of animal 

and creature “can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but 

no one can tame the tongue - a restless evil, full of deadly poison.” 

 First off, settle down, James - you’re frightening people.  Second, 

exaggeration aside, James has a point:  our tongues - our words - can get us 

into trouble; they can cause massive amounts of hurt and shame.  They are all 

too eager to invite a foot right into a mouth.  They spout off out loud, or in 



 

 7 

whispers, or in Tweets, and leave indiscriminate damage in their wake, if we’re 

not careful.  James says:  if your tongue is a problem, get yourself a bridle.  Get 

things under control. 

 In other words, be steered. 

 We humans don’t usually like to be steered.  I don’t know if that makes us 

mustangs or mules, but either way - we buck at bridles.  We don’t go where we 

are led.  We go our own way, even into quicksand.  Yet we feel like we can talk 

our way through or out of or around whatever life may throw at us.  We can 

rationalize at professional levels.  Our favorite phrase is “I can”:  I can talk, work, 

flirt, ignore, cry, sleep, fantasize, escape, et cetera my own way through life, 

God.  I don’t need to be steered, thank you very much.  I do not need a back 

seat driver, or a back saddle driver.  I’ve got this. 

 Who’s steering?  Who’s holding the reins in your lives?  It’s really hard to 

trust sometimes, to let go.  In our lives we are constantly making decisions, from 

the small things like what to watch on television or which restaurant to eat at or 

who to sit with at lunch; or the bigger things, like to how to invest for retirement 

or where to go to college; to the even bigger things, like how to raise your 

children, or how to care for a dying relative, or how to navigate a pandemic.  

The list goes on and on.  We make so many choices and decisions, every day, 

big and small, that we really do feel, whether we always want to or not, like we 

need to be in control.  And we can get used to that.  Hooked on it.  Tired of it 

and burdened by it, but unable to escape it.  And it gets really tough to let go, 

to enter the seemingly passive mode of being steered, being guided, being led 

- not being in control. 

 All those choices that we make – the purchases, the channel-flipping, the 

life-or-death, the financial – are part of the illusion that we are in control.  Some 

of these decisions are important, of course - but when it comes to faith- and 

soul-related stuff, like serving God, like our salvation - we do not and cannot 

make those choices.  When it comes to God, we have zero control, whatever 

we tell ourselves.  We cannot choose to have God love us.  We cannot simply 

decide to love our enemies.  We cannot opt for a godly life.  We need help, 

and guidance.  It is grace alone that leads us, without our help or input, 

sometimes at a nice walk, or trot, and sometimes at a gallop, spurred on at an 

alarming pace.  It might feel, by letting God steer, by surrendering to God’s will, 

that you are out of control; but just because you aren’t in control, it doesn’t 

mean that everything is out of control.  God guides us.  We need to be steered. 



 

 8 

 The thing about God’s rein on us, steering us, is that you’d think we’d feel 

like an overtired and lathered up nag of a horse.  But, as we hear in the book of 

Matthew, Jesus tells us otherwise:  “Come to me, all you that are weary and are 

carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and 

learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 

your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 You would think that having God at the reins would be oppressive; but it 

turns out that our own burdens are what weigh us down, the press and pressure 

of being in control, all the time, over everything, and especially the important 

things.  God reveals to us the deeper truth:  when we do our best to get out of 

God’s way, to be steered by bridle or yoke, we realize that it’s good to let go; it’s 

good to be led.  It’s counter-intuitive, even scary, but it’s good. 

 You might be thinking to yourselves, “That’s great, Pastor Ryan!  But how 

the heck does this work?  Stuff still needs to get done.  People still expect me to 

make decisions.  How do I let God steer?”  You all raise some good questions.  

How do we do all this?  We start small, take little steps towards this deeper truth.  

We pray about it, and ask for help and guidance all the time, and that helps us 

remember who really holds the reins.  Just ask for help.  We read in Scripture 

about how God operates on behalf of His people and Creation.  We pay 

attention to how God might be leading us, and we meet regularly with other 

brothers and sisters for some mutual accountability and perspective, for help in 

discerning God’s will. 

 What do the reins look like, feel like?  Peter gets a lesson in that today.  

Because Jesus, the Messiah, is not mounted on a war-horse.  No, he’s mounted 

on a donkey’s foal for his triumphant entry.  He is mounted on a cross.  He 

undergoes suffering, rejection, and death – and then is raised.  And then he 

says what his steering will lead towards:  “If any want to become my disciples, 

let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those who 

want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and 

for the sake of the gospel, will save it.”  When God is steering, through Christ, our 

reins are crossed, and we are steered, in each and every decision, big and 

small, to give ourselves, our lives, away:  for others, and for the sake of the good 

news. 

 In terms of letting go and being steered, I can honestly say that I’m not 

there yet.  Not by a long shot!  Unlike Isaiah, I get rebellious, I fight the bridle, I try 

to turn backwards.  Why would I want to give my back to those who strike me, 
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or my cheeks to those who pull out the beard?  Cross-bearing can be 

frightening.  Treating others with the same radical welcome, honesty, and 

sacrificial love that Jesus steers us towards – it’s not our natural, unbridled, 

inclination.  But I’m praying about it, and I’m trying not to try so hard.  I’m not 

alone - God is with me, and so is the body of Christ.  God is our help.  Together, 

we have all we need, and God will take us where God wants us to be. 

 One last thing:  I disagree with James on one thing.  He starts off by saying, 

“Don’t be teachers,” because you’ll be under greater scrutiny, and that when 

your tongues inevitably lead you into hypocrisy by blessing God in one breath 

and then cursing your brothers and sisters in the next, you’ll just make everything 

worse.  You’ll turn people off to the gospel you’re supposed to be living.  Here’s 

the thing:  even without getting into the up-front-and-public teacher seat, we 

as Christians still use our tongues every day.  Even if we don’t sign up for the job 

of faith-teachers to the world, people are still watching us, whether we realize it 

or not.  They are watching, and listening:  how do these Christians live?  Do they 

practice what they preach?  Like it or not, James, we are all teachers, already, 

all the time.  By the way we live our lives we teach those around us what it’s like 

to be followers, to be led and steered by God in Christ Jesus. 

 Maybe, like me, you don’t know much about horses and bridles.  That’s ok.  

James talks about other stuff, too, like ships and rudders.  Use whatever image 

you need:  bridles, rudders, driver’s ed. teachers with their passenger side 

steering wheels and pedals; remote help desks that guide the arrow across your 

computer screen from thousands of miles away.  Pick your metaphor.  Let your 

minds be blown by God’s grace and let go, let God, be led.  Be steered.  

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING OF SUNDAY SCHOOL AND TEACHERS 
 

*PRAYERS 
 

A: Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. [Brief silence] 
 

A: Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine, 

water and word. Continue to nurture your church, that it is a place where 

your presence is experienced and shared. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

  



 

 11 

 

A: Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new 

creation to lands devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and 

other disaster, especially in the western United States, the Gulf Coast, and 

the Northeast, and Haiti. Restore forests and curb overflowing waters. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide 

for all who are in danger. Strengthen first responders to help meet to the 

complex needs of others. Provide care and compassion as they face 

trauma themselves.   We also pray for all who are in need, especially… Lord, 

in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to 

the oppressed. Break chains of discrimination and injustice. Amplify voices 

that go unheard and inspire us to advocate for the those who are 

overlooked. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Forming God, you gather this community together. Shape our communal 

life, that in our prayer, praise, and worship, we honor you and encourage 

one another. Keep our disagreements civil and increase our joy in working 

together. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life. 

We give you thanks for the saints who now rest in your embrace (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God, you are life. We pray for our world, our country, our community, and 

our church as we face the challenges of coronavirus. We pray for those who 

grieve; for the sick and their families; for the anxious – comfort them. We 

pray for those who have lost businesses and jobs – restore them. We pray for 

those working and schooling at home, and for those who remain isolated – 

sustain them and protect them. We pray for all hospital and health care 

workers, and all first responders – provide for them and protect them. We 

pray for those who are making decisions about how to live into the future 

and the shape such a future will take – guide them. We pray with 

thanksgiving for vaccines and treatments; for those who develop them, test 

them, and administer them – encourage them. Keep us all in your care as 

we continue to love our neighbors near and far. Lord, in your mercy. 

C: hear our prayer. 
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A: God of all families, you have given us families to be sanctuaries of blessing, 

comfort, and love for each other.  Under your protection fill us with harmony, 

hope, and health.  We pray this week for the Umberger, Walker and Walton 

families as well as our Messiah family.  Guard all of our hearts that we may 

display love instead of hate, anger, or bitterness.  Lead us all to be grateful 

for your abiding love and enable us to glorify you by sharing that love with 

others. Lord, in your mercy. 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

PEACE-IN-PLACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

**Please share signs of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only.  If any 

are not comfortable making physical contact during the peace, please share 

peace in other ways. 

 

THE GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

**Offering baskets are located near the doors to the sanctuary.  Please place 

your offerings in the baskets at the end of the service as you depart. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and 

manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. 

Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so 

dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 

by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
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with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,                                  
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 

great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 

and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 

cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 

his coming in glory. 
 

 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,   

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMUNION 

P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

C: Amen 
 

**Please process up the center aisle as directed by the ushers.  Please maintain 

social distancing between family groups while processing.  Bread and wine will 

be available from the pastor and the first lay assistant, with empty cups 

available on your way to the front.  Prepackaged grape juice and wafer 

servings will be available from the second lay assistant.  Baskets for empty cups 

will be set out.  Please return to your seats down the side aisles. 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

A: Let us pray. 

 Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our 

faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 

bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  

C: Amen 

 

*BLESSING  

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 
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*SENDING SONG  
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*DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

**Please exit through either set of doors, maintaining distance between family 

groups.  You are welcome to enjoy fellowship time outside in the parking lot. 

 

POSTLUDE 
(Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 

 

 
 

Altar Flowers: Given by Erna Jung for Grandparents Day 

in honor of her 5 grandchildren: four boys & one girl. 
 

 

************************************************************************************************************************* 
 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, September 12, 2021 

Pianist:  Debbie Walker 

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst.) Dianne Absher (2nd Lay Asst.) Lois Schroeder 

Lectors:  Lois Schroeder 

Acolyte:  Grace Anderson 

Greeters:  Marilyn Gunn 

Ushers  Roger Schroeder & Daren Williams 

Altar Guild:  Marilyn Gunn & Donn Combs 

Counters:  Gordon & Marilyn Gunn 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
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PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week.  Please call or email him to 

set up an appointment, at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 

 
WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Here is this week’s information based on our 2021 budget. 

 Contributions to the general fund averaged $2,960.14 (slightly up from $2,948.53 

through September 5, 2021). 

 We are $37,110.97 behind the year-to-date budget needs (increasing from 

$35,443.97 the last time reported on August 29).  

 Weekly budget need is $3,991.00. 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORIES 

Updated church directories are available for pick up in the narthex. 

 

NEED MASKS? 

As kids are going back to school, some families might consider stocking up on 

masks so their kids aren't wearing the same mask day after muggy day.  MCEF 

graciously shared some bounty of masks (and hand sanitizer) with the church.  If 

you or someone you know could use these items, please contact Pastor Ryan or 

Davina. 

 

RALLY DAY 

We kicked off our Sunday School year earlier this morning with a presentation of 

Bibles and some fun and games.  We’ll bless this new year of learning and our 

teachers during worship today. 

 

INSTALLATION SERVICE 

This afternoon at 3:00 pm you are invited to attend the Installation service for 

Pastor Ryan.  Pastor Katie Pocalyko, our Richmond Conference Dean, will 

preside.  There will be a reception with refreshments to follow. 

 

HELP WANTED 

Now that we’re back to worshipping in the sanctuary, being a greeter or an 

usher is much easier. Less walking. No standing in the hot sun, rain, or freezing 

air. How easy is that! The other thing is that almost anyone can do either of 

these ministries. And, yes, these are ministries of service. So what are you waiting 

for? All you have to do is contact Sally Bennett at sallybennett3317@gmail.com. 

She will make a place for you on her schedule. Sign up today! 

  

Announcements 
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ALTAR FLOWERS 

If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, please follow the procedures below. 

Pick an empty date on the chart and write your name. Pick an empty date on 

the chart and write your name. Please make your check for $46 payable to 

“Messiah Lutheran Church” with the word “Flowers” on the outside of the 

Envelope, and place it in the offering plate. If you would rather make a general 

donation for altar flowers to help ensure that we have fresh flowers on the altar 

weekly (except for Lent), as needed for vacant Sundays, follow the directions 

above, but instead write “line-item altar flowers” on the Memo line on your 

check and on the outside of the Envelope. 

 

INFORMATION ON VACCINATIONS 

The Virginia Department of Health recently released a downloadable Virginia 

COVID Info Toolkit with information on vaccines and the vaccine registration 

system. You can access the information at: https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/covid-

19-vaccine/patient-education/. If you need to register for the vaccine, confirm 

your registration, or update your record, go to: https://vaccinate.virginia.gov/ 

 

MESSIAH RECEIVES .5% DONATION WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON! 

Even though the most recent holiday shopping season is behind us, the 

Stewardship team would like to remind everyone to sign up and use Amazon 

Smile! Signing up is easy and does not interfere with Prime Membership benefits. 

Amazon donates .5% of eligible purchases to the charitable organization of 

your choice. Step 1: visit smile.amazon.com; Step 2: sign in with your amazon 

account credentials; Step 3: Search for "Messiah Lutheran Church 

Mechanicsville"; Step 4: Start SHOPPING! *please remember to bookmark 

smile.amazon.com for easy access every time you shop. You must add the 

"smile" for this program. Thank you all and happy shopping!  

 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE:  HURRICANES AND WILDFIRES 

Please visit ELCA.org/disaster for information on how to help those affected by 

these natural disasters and the long period of recovery ahead. 


