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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
To share the Good News of Jesus Christ
and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service.

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the church
website and YouTube. There is no pre-recording of the service on YouTube this week.
Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/
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Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost

October 24, 2021

*Congregation standing

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome visitors! May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today.
You are invited to make Messiah your church home.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose
presence is sure, and whose love is endless.
C: Amen
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
P: God, our comforter,
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see
scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit
the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Amen.
P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩
Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the
forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.
* GATHERING SONG God, Whose Almighty Word (ELW 673)
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*THE GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray:
C: Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our
ignorance. Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek your
face, and enable us to reflect your goodness, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
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FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 31:7-9

Lector

A reading from Jeremiah.
This passage speaks not only of the southern kingdom, Judah, and its
homecoming from exile in Babylon, but also of the northern kingdom (“Israel” or
“Ephraim”) and its restoration. The northern tribes of Israel had been lost in exile
to Assyria more than a century before Jeremiah prophesied.
7Thus

says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 7:23-28

Lector

A reading from Hebrews.
Human priests of old offered sacrifice for their own sins and served only until their
death. In contrast, Jesus is God’s Son, the holy, sinless, resurrected high priest.
Death did not terminate his priestly service, but through his death he has
interceded for our sins.
23The

former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by
death from continuing in office; 24but he holds his priesthood permanently,
because he continues forever. 25Consequently he is able for all time to save
those who approach God through him, since he always lives to make
intercession for them.
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26For

it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless,
undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the
other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his
own sins, and then for those of the people; this he did once for all when he
offered himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests those who are subject to
weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a
Son who has been made perfect forever.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL: Mark 10: 46-52
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might see again.
Recognizing Jesus’ identity, Bartimaeus is the first person to call him “Son of
David” in the Gospel of Mark.
46As

[Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho,
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When
he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus,
Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but
he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49Jesus
stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to
him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 50So throwing off his cloak, he
sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me
to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.”
52Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he
regained his sight and followed him on the way.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN'S SERMON
SERMON

Pastor Ryan Radtke
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* HYMN OF THE DAY O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate (ELW 722)
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CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS
A: Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in
prayer for all of God’s creation. [Brief silence]
A: Risen One, we give you thanks for congregations and ministries throughout
the world that serve as centers of prayer and action. Empower missionaries,
teachers, healers, evangelists, and all who are sent to share your song of joy.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Holy One, we give you thanks for generous land that produces abundant
harvests. Strengthen and protect all soils, from rooftop gardens to prairie
farmlands, to patio planters to fertile valleys, and bless all who lovingly tend
them. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Ruling One, we give you thanks for leaders of nations who work to build up
the common good. Strengthen efforts of reconciliation among all nations,
that peace extends in every direction. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Healing One, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of others.
Comfort and strengthen all who struggle with chronic pain. Send healing
and relief to all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Providing One, we give you thanks for all who provide for others. Inspire
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generosity in your people, so that we carry out the work of making disciples
of all nations. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Living One, we give you thanks for the saints who have increased our faith.
Give us courage to follow in hope until you gather us all around your table
of abundance. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Heavenly Father, You have generously blessed us with families. Thank you for
your guidance and protection. As you love and care for us, may we also
always love and care for our families and keep them in our prayers. We pray
this week for the Blumberg, Bradley-Combs and Buckholz families as well as
our Messiah family. May You keep us all from danger and sickness and
guard our hearts so that we are reminded of Your Grace. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A: Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your
hands; through Jesus Christ, our truth and life.
C: Amen.
PEACE-IN-PLACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
**Please share signs of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only. If any are not
comfortable making physical contact during the peace, please share peace in other ways.

THE GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
**Offering baskets are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place
your offerings in the baskets at the end of the service as you depart.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let us pray.
C: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and
manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us.
Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so
dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In
great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the
cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await
his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C: Amen.
*LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
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as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P:
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
C:
Thanks be to God.
COMMUNION
P: Taste and see that the Lord is good.
C: Amen
**Please process up the center aisle as directed by the ushers. Please maintain
social distancing between family groups while processing. Bread and wine will
be available from the pastor and the first lay assistant, with empty cups
available on your way to the front. Prepackaged grape juice and wafer
servings will be available from the second lay assistant. Baskets for empty cups
will be set out. Please return to your seats down the side aisles.
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray.
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our
faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,
bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
C: Amen
*BLESSING
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
C: Amen
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* SENDING SONG Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779)
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*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
**Please exit through either set of doors, maintaining distance between family
groups. You are welcome to enjoy fellowship time outside in the parking lot.
POSTLUDE

(Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S)

***********************************************************************************************************************************

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, October 24, 2021
Pianist:
Debbie Walker
Lay Assistants:
(1st Lay Asst.) Dianne Absher (2nd Lay Asst.) Teresa Gigante
Lectors:
Teresa Gigante
Acolyte:
TBD
Greeters:
Marilyn Gunn
Ushers
Roger Schroeder & LeRoy Albertson
Altar Guild:
Becky Collie
Counters:
Becky Collie

***********************************************************************************************************************************

Announcements
PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week. Please call or
email him to set up an appointment, at 507-360-7276 and/or
messiahmechpr@gmail.com.
OUR NEIGHBOR’S FAITH
We’re continuing our discussions of various faith traditions and
denominations this week by talking about our neighbors the United
Church of Christ!
WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE
Here is this week’s information based on our 2021 budget.
 Contributions to the general fund averaged $2,879.98 (slightly down from
$2,901.40 through October 17, 2021).
 We are $46,662.76 behind the year-to-date budget needs (increasing
from $44,673.76 the last time reported).
 Weekly budget need is $3,991.00.
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PET BLESSING UPDATE
The Hanover Humane Society would like to partner with our Pet Blessing,
but aren't available until the spring. So, we'll hold off on our pet blessing
for now - at least on the church property. Please be a blessing to your
pets and all of God's Creation on a daily basis - because we are surely
blessed by them!
ACOLYTE TRAINING
Following service today, we'll have a brief training session for anyone
interested in being an acolyte. Any youth who have already received
First Communion are invited to attend.
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
November 7th is All Saints Sunday. It is a day when we celebrate and
remember those who have died or who have been baptized in the last
year, trusting in God's baptismal promises of resurrection and eternal life.
We will bring back the tradition of adding flowers to a wreath in
remembrance of those saints and loved ones, and we will also light
candles during the service. If you have a loved one whose name you
would like to be included in the service, please send that name into
Davina no later than Wednesday, November 3rd.
PRAYER LIST RESET
The current prayer list has been reset. Please contact Davina with
names that need to remain on the list. Email her at
MessiahMech@gmail.com or phone 746-7134 with your requests.
COME ONE COME ALL: MEN, WOMEN, CHILDREN!
Would you like to learn to quilt? Are you wondering what you can do to
make a difference? Even non-sewers can help make a quilt! Here are
the 5 Ws and 1 P.
Who: anyone interested
What: quilting
When: November 10, 2021 at 10:00 A.M.
Where: Messiah Lutheran Church - narthex
Why: With a November start, a Thanksgiving theme of gratitude and
thankfulness, can illustrate our thankfulness for all the blessings God has
given us by quilting for others.
13

Purpose: This fellowship activity sponsored by the evangelism team with
the hope of assisting others beyond our walls.
If you are interested but cannot attend, please contact: Glady Hubert gladyh43@gmail.com or Cheryl Griffis - candlgriffis@gmail.com
HELP NEEDED!
We now have SIX greeters! And that means that each one will serve
only once in six Sundays! Many thanks to all who volunteered!
We still need help on the Usher rotations. We do have six ushers, but
often at least one, and sometimes two write back to me that they are
“unavailable” for certain Sundays. We have one member who is
considering becoming an Usher, but we do need at least two more
volunteers to have a complete rotation for our Sunday services. Please
email Sally Bennett at sallybennett3317@gmail.com with any questions
you might have; or if, after prayerfully considering, you will volunteer to
help out, and many thanks in advance.
COUNTERS NEEDED
If you would be able to help count donations after services, please
contact Bill Weaver at wweaver701@comcast.net or 804-908-3861.
MESSIAH RECEIVES .5% DONATION WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!
Even though the most recent holiday shopping season is behind us, the
Stewardship team would like to remind everyone to sign up and use
Amazon Smile! Signing up is easy and does not interfere with Prime
Membership benefits. Amazon donates .5% of eligible purchases to the
charitable organization of your choice. Step 1: visit smile.amazon.com;
Step 2: sign in with your amazon account credentials; Step 3: Search for
"Messiah Lutheran Church Mechanicsville"; Step 4: Start SHOPPING!
*please remember to bookmark smile.amazon.com for easy access
every time you shop. You must add the "smile" for this program. Thank
you all and happy shopping!
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE: HURRICANES AND WILDFIRES
Please visit ELCA.org/disaster for information on how to help those
affected by these natural disasters and the long period of recovery
ahead.
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