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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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****Please tune your radios to 103.1 FM**** 
 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 
 

 Reformation Sunday      October 31, 2021 
 

*Congregation standing 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 

we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness 

of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  
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* GATHERING SONG          (ELW 504) 
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*THE GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 

C: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 

church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, 

defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church 

your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 31:31-34                                     Lector 

 

A reading from Jeremiah. 

 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will 

expect the people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will 

defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is 

possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our 

hope lies in a God who forgets. 

 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 

that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them 

out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 

husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house 

of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No 

longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for 

they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I 

will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND LESSON:  Acts 17:22-31             Lector 

 

A reading from Acts. 
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In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who 

know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the 

“unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who 

will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the 

dead. 

 
22Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how 

extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and 

looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 

with the inscription, 'To an unknown god.' What therefore you worship as 

unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything 

in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by 

human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 

anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 
26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he 

allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where 

they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him 

and find him — though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For 'In him we 

live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, 

 'For we too are his offspring.' 29Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to 

think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art 

and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human 

ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he 

has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a 

man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by 

raising him from the dead." 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL: John 13:31-35 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his 

betrayer, Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated 

love of Jesus, even to death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ 

community. 
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31When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, 

and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will 

also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with 

you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I 

say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.' 34I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another." 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

 

SERMON                                                                                         Pastor Ryan Radtke 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY Change My Heart, O God    (ELW 801) 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS 

 

A: Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in 

prayer for all of God’s creation. [Brief silence] 

 

A: We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that 

flows from the cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your 

love for all people with persistence and hope.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads, 

and neighborhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. 

Give us the will to curb wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who 

neglect the vulnerable.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: We pray for all who aspire to public office and for all who will vote on 

Tuesday at local polling places. Pour wisdom and understanding upon all 

who govern so that communities of justice and peace may thrive.  Hear us, 

O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit (especially). 

Strengthen hospitals, clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and 
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recovery centers to be holy spaces of renewal that all might live the 

abundant life you intend. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching 

and learning in confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, 

schools, seminaries, and universities.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us 

who dwell in your holy habitation. Give us courage through their example to 

challenge unjust systems and work toward life-giving reformation.  Hear us, 

O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: Heavenly Father, You have generously blessed us with families. Thank you for 

your guidance and protection. As you love and care for us, may we also 

always love and care for our families and keep them in our prayers. We pray 

this week for the Carr, Cline and Collie families as well as our Messiah family. 

May You keep us all from danger and sickness and guard our hearts so that 

we are reminded of Your Grace. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A: Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your 

hands; through Jesus Christ, our truth and life. 

C: Amen. 

 

PEACE-IN-PLACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

**Please share signs of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only.  If any 

are not comfortable making physical contact during the peace, please share 

peace in other ways. 

 

THE GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

**Offering baskets are located near the doors to the sanctuary.  Please place 

your offerings in the baskets at the end of the service as you depart. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
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have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. 

Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 

through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 

by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,                                  
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 

great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 

and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 

cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 

his coming in glory. 
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 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done,  
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
    who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,   
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMUNION 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good.  

C: Amen 
 

**Please process up the center aisle as directed by the ushers.  Please maintain 

social distancing between family groups while processing.  Bread and wine will 

be available from the pastor and the first lay assistant, with empty cups 

available on your way to the front.  Prepackaged grape juice and wafer 

servings will be available from the second lay assistant.  Baskets for empty cups 

will be set out.  Please return to your seats down the side aisles. 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
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healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 

in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen 

 

*BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 

 

* SENDING SONG          (ELW 729) 
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*DISMISSAL 

 

A: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

**Please exit through either set of doors, maintaining distance between family 

groups.  You are welcome to enjoy fellowship time outside in the parking lot. 

 

POSTLUDE                                             

 (Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 

 

******************************************************************************************* 

 

 

Altar Flowers: given by Becky & Johnnie Collie to 

the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of JoAn Firebaugh  
 

 

******************************************************************************************* 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, October 31, 2021 

Pianist:  Debbie Walker 

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst.) Lois Schroeder (2nd Lay Asst.) Karen Morris 

Lectors:  Karen Morris 

Acolyte:  Ella Anderson 

Greeters:  Sally Bennett 

Ushers  Roger Schroeder & Gordon Gunn 

Altar Guild:  Becky Collie 

Counters:  Gordon & Marilyn Gunn 

 

******************************************************************************************* 
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PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week.  Please call or 

email him to set up an appointment, at 507-360-7276 and/or 

messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 

 

OUR NEIGHBOR’S FAITH 

We’re continuing our discussions of various faith traditions and 

denominations this week by talking about our neighbors in the various 

Baptist churches. 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Here is this week’s information based on our 2021 budget. 

 Contributions to the general fund averaged $2,853.40 

(slightly down from $2879.98 through October 24, 2021). 

 We are $ $48,916.76 behind the year-to-date budget needs 

(increasing from $46,662.76 the last time reported).  

 Weekly budget need is $3,991.00. 

 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

Next Sunday is All Saints Sunday.  It is a day when we celebrate and 

remember those who have died or who have been baptized in the last 

year, trusting in God's baptismal promises of resurrection and eternal life.  

We will bring back the tradition of adding flowers to a wreath in 

remembrance of those saints and loved ones, and we will also light 

candles during the service.  If you have a loved one whose name you 

would like to be included in the service, please send that name into 

Davina no later than this Wednesday, November 3rd. 

 

 

COME ONE COME ALL:  MEN, WOMEN, CHILDREN! 

Would you like to learn to quilt? Are you wondering what you can do to 

make a difference?  Even non-sewers can help make a quilt! Here are 

the 5 Ws and 1 P. 

 

Who:  anyone interested 

 

What:  quilting  

 

Announcements 
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When:  November 10, 2021 at 10:00 A.M. 

 

Where:  Messiah Lutheran Church - narthex 

 

Why:  With a November start, a Thanksgiving theme of gratitude and 

thankfulness, can illustrate our thankfulness for all the blessings God has 

given us by quilting for others. 

 

Purpose:  This fellowship activity sponsored by the evangelism team with 

the hope of assisting others beyond our walls. 

 

If you are interested but cannot attend, please contact: Glady Hubert - 

gladyh43@gmail.com or Cheryl Griffis - candlgriffis@gmail.com 

 

COUNTERS NEEDED 

If you would be able to help count donations after services, please 

contact Bill Weaver at wweaver701@comcast.net or 804-908-3861. 

 

MESSIAH RECEIVES .5% DONATION WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON! 

Even though the most recent holiday shopping season is behind us, the 

Stewardship team would like to remind everyone to sign up and use 

Amazon Smile! Signing up is easy and does not interfere with Prime 

Membership benefits. Amazon donates .5% of eligible purchases to the 

charitable organization of your choice. Step 1: visit smile.amazon.com; 

Step 2: sign in with your amazon account credentials; Step 3: Search for 

"Messiah Lutheran Church Mechanicsville"; Step 4: Start SHOPPING! 

*please remember to bookmark smile.amazon.com for easy access 

every time you shop. You must add the "smile" for this program. Thank 

you all and happy shopping!  


