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Christ the King

November 21, 2021
*Congregation standing

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome visitors! May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today.
You are invited to make Messiah your church home.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
P: Have mercy on us, O God.
C: We confess that we have sinned against you and against our neighbor. We
have built walls instead of tables and have turned away the stranger. We
have sought glory for ourselves and have treasured that which does not
satisfy. Help us to love as you love, to welcome those you send, and to
treasure mercy and justice. Turn us from our ways to your ways, and free us
to serve those in need. Amen.
P: God, who makes all things new, forgives your sins for ☩ Jesus’ sake and
remembers them no more. Lift up your heads and your hearts. Yours is the
kingdom of God.
C: Amen.
* GATHERING SONG Come, Thou Almighty King (ELW 408)
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*THE GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray:
C: Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest
and sovereign forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by
the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST LESSON: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

Lector

A reading from Daniel.
To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the
oppression they were experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It
shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call all nations to account and will
give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.
9As

I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne,
his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his
throne was fiery flames, and its wheels were burning fire. 10A stream of fire issued
and flowed out from his presence. A thousand thousands served him, and ten
thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. The court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened. 13As I watched in the night visions, saw one like a
human being coming with the clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient
One and was presented before him. 14To him was given dominion and glory
and kingship, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is
one that shall never be destroyed.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
SECOND LESSON: Revelation 1:4b-8

Lector

A reading from Revelation.
The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans all
of time. Similarly, Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead who rules
over the world’s rulers. He is the one whose return we eagerly await.
4bGrace

to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come,
and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the
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faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to
be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.
7Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was
and who is to come, the Almighty.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL: John 18:33-37
P: The Holy Gospel according to John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of
exercising power: through force or with love.
1As

[Jesus] came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look,
Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!” 2Then Jesus asked him,
“Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon
another; all will be thrown down.”
3When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter,
James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, 4“Tell us, when will this be, and
what will be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?” 5Then
Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. 6Many will
come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 7When
you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place,
but the end is still to come. 8For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be
famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN'S SERMON
SERMON

Pastor Ryan Radtke
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* HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Shall Reign

(ELW 434)
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BLESSING OF PARAMENTS
P: Sisters and brothers, today we give thanks to God, and we seek God’s
blessing, as we set apart these paraments to the glory of God. We
recognize the life and witness of Gladys Jordon and her family, and we
express our gratitude for all those who donated in her memory. As these
paraments accentuate our altar and pulpit, their colors and patterns will
draw us into the story of God’s love throughout the seasons of our worship
together.
P: Let us pray.
C: We give you thanks, O God, creator of the universe, for you have enriched
our lives with every good and perfect gift; you have commanded us to
show your splendor to all people like a light on a hill; and you have invited us
to praise you with lives of love, justice, and joy. Send your blessing on these
paraments, which we set apart today. May they adorn this house of
worship, show us the beauty of holiness, and so proclaim the glory of your
majesty. To you, O God, be all glory and honor through your Son, Jesus
Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen.
CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
7

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYERS
A: Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as
we pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need. [Brief silence]
A: God, you sent your Son Jesus to testify to the truth. We pray for preachers,
missionaries, evangelists, and teachers who carry your forgiveness and love
to the world. Fill their words and actions with compassion and kindness so
that your truth will shine. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: God, you sent your Son Jesus to liberate all of creation. We pray for all living
things longing for the freedom to flourish, from ancient trees and wild grasses
to endangered animals and rare insects. Give human beings
compassionate hearts to care for them. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: God, you sent your Son Jesus to lead us into the way of peace. Direct the
members of international alliances in choosing a nonviolent path toward
the future. Give them the humility and wisdom to make just decisions to
benefit all. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: God, you sent your Son Jesus to make us into your own people, set free to
serve you. We pray for people who serve the well-being of others, especially
ministries in our community, such as MCEF, Habitat for Humanity, and
enCircle. Renew them in their work. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: God, you sent your Son Jesus to rule in all times and places. We pray for the
friends of our congregation who are unable to join our worship in person
and for all who are sick and suffering (especially). Join their prayers with ours
and unite them with us in the body of Christ. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: God, you sent your Son Jesus to be our beginning and our ending. We give
thanks for those whose lives have given us a glimpse of Jesus’ reign of justice
and peace. Empower us to join their witness. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
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A: Heavenly Father, You have generously blessed us with families. Thank you for
your guidance and protection. As you love and care for us, may we also
always love and care for our families and keep them in our prayers. We pray
this week for the Ewing and Ford families as well as our Messiah family. May
You keep us all from danger and sickness and guard our hearts so that we
are reminded of Your Grace. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A: God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain
with us always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
PEACE-IN-PLACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
**Please share signs of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only. If any are not comfortable
making physical contact during the peace, please share peace in other ways.

THE GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
**Offering baskets are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings in the
baskets at the end of the service as you depart.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let us pray.
C: Holy God, the earth is yours and everything in it, yet you have chosen to
dwell among your creatures. Come among us now in these gifts of bread
and wine, and strengthen us to be your body for the world through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and
great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his
coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we
ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and
thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in
the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your
holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your
holy church, now and forever.
C: Amen, amen, amen.
*LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P:
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
C:
Thanks be to God.
**Please process up the center aisle as directed by the ushers. Please maintain social distancing
between family groups while processing. Bread and wine will be available from the pastor and the first
lay assistant, with empty cups available on your way to the front. Prepackaged grape juice and wafer
servings will be available from the second lay assistant. Baskets for empty cups will be set out. Please
return to your seats down the side aisles.

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray.
Blessed Jesus, at this table, you have been for us both host and meal. Now
send us forth to extend our tables and to share your gifts until that day when
all feast together at your heavenly banquet.
C: Amen
*BLESSING
P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
C: Amen
P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
P: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen
* SENDING SONG
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*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
**Please exit through either set of doors, maintaining distance between family
groups. You are welcome to enjoy fellowship time outside in the parking lot.
POSTLUDE
(Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S)

*******************************************************************************************
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, November 21, 2021
Pianist:
Debbie Walker
Lay Assistants:
(1st Lay Asst.) Lois Schroeder (2nd Lay Asst.) Teresa Gigante
Lectors:
Susie Weaver
Acolyte:
Ella Anderson
Greeters:
Sally Bennett
Ushers
Roger Schroeder & Bill Weaver
Altar Guild:
Anita Philp & Dianne Absher
Counters:
Donna Combs & Erna Jung
*******************************************************************************************

Altar Flowers: given by Lynn & Leroy Deere
*******************************************************************************************

Announcements
PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS
Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week. Please call
or email him to set up an appointment, at 507-360-7276 and/or
messiahmechpr@gmail.com.
BLESSING OF PARAMENTS
We give thanks for the new paraments that we bless and
dedicate today. They were purchased using memorial gifts given
in honor of Gladys Jordan. Many thanks to Sheila and Sharon
and the altar guild for their time and effort to select and care for
these new paraments. We pray that they will add to our life
together in worship.
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ALL SOULS RETURNING TO THE SANCTUARY
After a long time apart, we are excited to announce that All
Souls will return to the sanctuary and our former shared schedule
beginning next week, November 28th, with the start of the new
Church Year in Advent. Messiah’s adult class will move back to
the room by the kitchen. Please note that the All Souls folks will
exit out the side door of the sanctuary after their worship service
concludes. Messiah folks: please wait to enter the sanctuary
from the narthex until the All Souls folks have completely exited.
Thank you!
HOLY DARKNESS: AN ADVENT STUDY
Adapted from an Advent worship series, the theme of this study
embraces the darkness of the long Advent nights as a place
where we encounter the beauty and mystery of God. While
darkness has sometimes been used as a negative foil for light,
contrasting evil with good or God’s absence with God’s
presence, our scripture and assembly song is filled with imagery in
which the darkness is filled with the glory of God. The quiet
character of Advent with its themes of listening, waiting, and
expectation lends itself to these reflections. Each session will
include scripture study, music, and other activities. Our first
session, on the 28th, is called "Darkness Is Holy."
ADVENT IS NEAR!
The season of Advent begins next Sunday, November 28th. To
help you prepare for this season of preparation, please pick up
an Advent devotional booklet and an Advent calendar from
ELCA World Hunger. You can find them in the narthex – please
just one calendar per household.
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
The Annual Business Meeting for Messiah Lutheran Church is
today following our worship service. We will be voting on the
2022 budget and electing council members.
CHECKING OUR PULSE
Church council is seeking your input to help plan for future
worship services. You will receive an email with a link to Survey
Monkey that has a short survey of just seven questions. Clicking
on the link will take you to the survey. Don’t forget to click on
‘done’ when you’re finished. Your time and feedback are truly
appreciated.
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WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE
Here is this week’s information based on our 2021 budget.
 Contributions to the general fund averaged $ $2,838.09
(slightly down from $2,864.34 through November 14, 2021).
 We are $53,033.76 behind the year-to-date budget needs
(increasing from $50,699.76 the last time reported).
 Weekly budget need is $3,991.00.
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
Please see the sign-up sheet in the narthex to order your Christmas
Poinsettia(s). The last day to sign-up is Dec. 5. Help us make our
sanctuary look festive for this Christmas Season by signing up for
yours today!
NO ROOM AT THE INN NATIVITY EXHIBIT AND FUNDRAISER
Celebrate Joy Give Hope 14th annual No Room at the Inn Exhibit
of 200 Nativity sets from around our world to celebrate the birth of
Christ & benefit our neighbors in need of housing. Church of the
Redeemer, Mechanicsville 12/3-12/5. Preview Gala-ExhibitChildren’s take home activities. Visit churchredeemer.org/noroom or call 730-7980 for details. Like and Share us on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/No-Room-At-The-Inn-Mechanicsville-VA.
COUNTERS NEEDED
If you would be able to help count donations after services,
please contact Bill Weaver at wweaver701@comcast.net or 804908-3861.
MESSIAH RECEIVES .5% DONATION WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!
Even though the most recent holiday shopping season is behind
us, the Stewardship team would like to remind everyone to sign
up and use Amazon Smile! Signing up is easy and does not
interfere with Prime Membership benefits. Amazon donates .5% of
eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice.
Step 1: visit smile.amazon.com; Step 2: sign in with your amazon
account credentials; Step 3: Search for "Messiah Lutheran Church
Mechanicsville"; Step 4: Start SHOPPING! *please remember to
bookmark smile.amazon.com for easy access every time you
shop. You must add the "smile" for this program. Thank you all and
happy shopping!
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