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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 

 

First Sunday of Advent                            November 28, 2021 
 

*Congregation standing 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up 

the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. 

C: Amen 

 

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

 

P: God for whom we wait. 

C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in 

believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your 

creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different 

from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your 

love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. 

Amen. 

 

P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of 

the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, 

inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God 

strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

* GATHERING SONG Blessed Be the God of Israel (ELW 250) 

 

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the church 
website and YouTube. There is no pre-recording of the service on YouTube this week. 

Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 

http://www.mlcas.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
  

P: Dear God, as we begin our Advent pilgrimage, grant us the courage to 

hope. Hope for your presence, Hope for your peace, Hope for your promise. 

C: Amen 
 

Light the first candle. 

 

Sing ELW 240, “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah,” v. 1 
 

 
 

 

*THE GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 

C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert 

us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of 

justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 33:14-16                                                           Lector 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in 

relationship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having 

mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The LORD is our 

righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel. 
 

14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made 

to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I 

will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice 

and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and 

Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The 

LORD is our righteousness.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
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SECOND LESSON:  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13            Lector 
 

A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
 

Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant 

with gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing 

thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing church. 
 

9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel 

before our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that 

we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 

you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one 

another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so 

strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God 

and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment 

abound. On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and 

terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive 

God’s promised redemption. 
 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 

earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, 

for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of 

Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things 

begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption 

is drawing near.”  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all 

the trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know 

that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, 

you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will 

not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will not pass away.  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are 

not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, 

and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come 

upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying 

that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, 

and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
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CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 

SERMON                                                                                         Pastor Ryan Radtke 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY           (ELW 257) 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS 
 

A: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places 

that yearn for God’s presence. [Brief silence] 
 

A: God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to 

proclaim the message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to 

recognize your face in all people and in all of creation.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the 

wind and the waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we 

nurture what you have lovingly created.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all 

peoples of the earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in 

our communities.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. 

Come to all who await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, 

retirements, healing, and life transitions of every kind.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from 

destructive storms. We pray for those whose lives have been upended by 

natural disasters, for the work of Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World 

Relief, and other relief organizations.  Hear us, O God. 
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C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints 

who journeyed with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and 

uncertainty, make us confident that your promises endure forever.  We also 

pray for those saints now living who are in need of any kind, especially… 

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Heavenly Father, You have generously blessed us with families. Thank you for 

your guidance and protection. As you love and care for us, may we also 

always love and care for our families and keep them in our prayers. We pray 

this week for the Fulop, Garbett and Gardner families as well as our Messiah 

family. May You keep us all from danger and sickness and guard our hearts 

so that we are reminded of Your Grace. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. 

Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
 

PEACE-IN-PLACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

**Please share signs of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only.  If any are not comfortable 

making physical contact during the peace, please share peace in other ways. 
 

THE GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
**Offering baskets are located near the doors to the sanctuary.  Please place your offerings in the 

baskets at the end of the service as you depart. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our 

lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet 

you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.  

Amen 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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*PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the 

Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when 

he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,                                  
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal 

your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. 
 

 We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise 

to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of 

the prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who 

proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was obedient to your 

will, even to giving his life.  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

 Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord 

offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his 

coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and 

blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with 

all your saints in light. 

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
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 Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he 

comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done,  
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
    who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,   
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

**Please process up the center aisle as directed by the ushers.  Please maintain social distancing 

between family groups while processing.  Bread and wine will be available from the pastor and the first 

lay assistant, with empty cups available on your way to the front.  Prepackaged grape juice and wafer 

servings will be available from the second lay assistant.  Baskets for empty cups will be set out.  Please 

return to your seats down the side aisles. 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

 Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, 

form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.  

C: Amen 
 

*BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 
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SENDING SONG            (ELW 441) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace.  Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

**Please exit through either set of doors, maintaining distance between family 

groups.  You are welcome to enjoy fellowship time outside in the parking lot. 

 

POSTLUDE                                             

 (Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 

 

******************************************************************************************* 



 

 12 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, November 28, 2021 

Pianist:  Debbie Walker 

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst.) Gladys Hubert (2nd Lay Asst.) Anita Philp 

Lectors:  Anita Philp 

Acolyte:  Abby Schroeder 

Greeters:  Donna Combs 

Ushers  Roger Schroeder & Gordon Gunn 

Altar Guild:  Anita Philp & Dianne Absher 

Counters:  Marilyn & Gordon Gunn 

******************************************************************************************* 

 

Altar Flowers: given by Anne Mason 
 

******************************************************************************************* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week.  Please call 

or email him to set up an appointment, at 507-360-7276 and/or 

messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 

 

ALL SOULS RETURNING TO THE SANCTUARY 

After a long time apart, we are excited to welcome the All Souls  

community back into the sanctuary this morning.  Messiah’s adult 

class will move back to the room by the kitchen.  Please note that 

the All Souls folks will exit out the side door of the sanctuary after 

their worship service concludes.  Messiah folks:  please wait to 

enter the sanctuary from the narthex until the All Souls folks have 

completely exited.  Thank you! 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

Please see the sign-up sheet in the narthex to order your Christmas 

Poinsettia(s). The last day to sign-up is Dec. 5. Help us make our 

sanctuary look festive for this Christmas Season by signing up for 

yours today! 

  

Announcements 

mailto:messiahmechpr@gmail.com
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HOLY DARKNESS:  AN ADVENT STUDY 

Adapted from an Advent worship series, the theme of this study 

embraces the darkness of the long Advent nights as a place 

where we encounter the beauty and mystery of God. While 

darkness has sometimes been used as a negative foil for light, 

contrasting evil with good or God’s absence with God’s 

presence, our scripture and assembly song is filled with imagery in 

which the darkness is filled with the glory of God. The quiet 

character of Advent with its themes of listening, waiting, and 

expectation lends itself to these reflections.  Each session will 

include scripture study, music, and other activities.  The second 

installment, on December 5th, is called "Darkness Is Beautiful." 

 

ADVENT IS NEAR! 

The season of Advent begins today.  To help you prepare for this 

season of preparation, please pick up an Advent devotional 

booklet and an Advent calendar from ELCA World Hunger.  You 

can find them in the narthex – please just one calendar per 

household. 

 

CHECKING OUR PULSE 

Church council is seeking your input to help plan for future 

worship services. You should have received an email with a link to 

Survey Monkey that has a short survey of just seven questions. 

Clicking on the link will take you to the survey. Don’t forget to 

click on ‘done’ when you’re finished. Your time and feedback 

are truly appreciated. 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Here is this week’s information based on our 2021 budget. 

 Contributions to the general fund averaged $2,819.86 (slightly 

down from $2,838.09 through November 21, 2021). 

 We are $55,043.76 behind the year-to-date budget needs 

(increasing from $53,033.76 last time reported).  

 Weekly budget need is $3,991.00. 

 

COUNTERS NEEDED 

If you would be able to help count donations after services, 

please contact Bill Weaver at wweaver701@comcast.net or 804-

908-3861. 

  

mailto:wweaver701@comcast.net
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NO ROOM AT THE INN NATIVITY EXHIBIT AND FUNDRAISER 

Celebrate Joy Give Hope 14th annual No Room at the Inn Exhibit 

of 200 Nativity sets from around our world to celebrate the birth of 

Christ & benefit our neighbors in need of housing. Church of the 

Redeemer, Mechanicsville 12/3-12/5. Preview Gala-Exhibit-

Children’s take home activities. Visit churchredeemer.org/no-

room or call 730-7980 for details. Like and Share us on Facebook 

at www.facebook.com/No-Room-At-The-Inn-Mechanicsville-VA. 

 

MESSIAH RECEIVES .5% DONATION WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON! 

Even though the most recent holiday shopping season is behind 

us, the Stewardship team would like to remind everyone to sign 

up and use Amazon Smile! Signing up is easy and does not 

interfere with Prime Membership benefits. Amazon donates .5% of 

eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. 

Step 1: visit smile.amazon.com; Step 2: sign in with your amazon 

account credentials; Step 3: Search for "Messiah Lutheran Church 

Mechanicsville"; Step 4: Start SHOPPING! *please remember to 

bookmark smile.amazon.com for easy access every time you 

shop. You must add the "smile" for this program. Thank you all and 

happy shopping!  

 


