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Fourth Sunday of Advent 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent                        December 19, 2021 
 

*Congregation standing 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up 

the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. 

C: Amen 

 

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

 

P: God for whom we wait. 

C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in 

believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your 

creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different 

from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your 

love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. 

Amen. 

 

P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of 

the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, 

inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God 

strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

* GATHERING SONG My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness (ELW 251)  

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the church 
website and YouTube. There is no pre-recording of the service on YouTube this week. 

Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 

http://www.mlcas.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/
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*THE GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

  

P: Dear God, as our Advent pilgrimage draws to completion, grant us the 

courage to share your love. Love for the unexpected challenge, Love for the 

vulnerable one. Love for the presence of God. 

C: Amen 

 

Light the four candles. 

 

Sing ELW 240, “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah,” v. 4 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 

C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 

might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and 

serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON: Micah 5:2-5a                                                           Lector 
 

A reading from Micah. 
 

The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a 

future shepherd-king who, like David, will come from the small town of 

Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This king will 

restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this passage 

to be referring to Jesus. 
 

 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, 

  from ancient days. 

 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return 

  to the people of Israel. 

 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 

 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND LESSON:  Hebrews 10:5-10            Lector 
 

A reading from Hebrews. 
 

The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the 

significance of Christ’s coming. Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, 

Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of all, one through 

which we are made a holy people. 
 

5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  

 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

  but a body you have prepared for me; 

 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 

 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 

and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered 

according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He 

abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that 

we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 

for all. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled 

with the Holy Spirit and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s 

song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and 

fulfills all things. 
 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed 

are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has 

this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as 

I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 

spoken to her by the Lord.” 

 

And Mary said, 
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"My soul magnifies the Lord, 

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

and holy is his name. 

 

His mercy is for those who fear him 

from generation to generation. 

 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

and lifted up the lowly; 

 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and sent the rich away empty. 

 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

in remembrance of his mercy, 

 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

to Abraham and to his descendants forever."] 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 

SERMON                                                                                         Pastor Ryan Radtke 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         (ELW 723) 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS 
 

A: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places 

that yearn for God’s presence. [Brief silence] 
 

A: Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the 

church’s gifts and ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who 

seek your transforming grace.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. 

Renew barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us 

servants of your creation that brings forth abundant life.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen 

those who seek justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists, 

journalists, and all who call our attention to imbalances of power.  Hear us, 

O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your 

lovingkindness to teen parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any 

struggling with infertility and those who await test results, are in treatment 

and hospice care, and others in need (especially). Grant them healing and 

wholeness.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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A: Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding 

ministries of this congregation and community. Guide us to share your 

bounty with those who hunger or live in poverty.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you 

thanks for those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness. Give us 

such courage until that day when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Heavenly Father, You have generously blessed us with families. Thank you for 

your guidance and protection. As you love and care for us, may we also 

always love and care for our families and keep them in our prayers. We pray 

this week for the Gustafson, Habron and Harris families as well as our Messiah 

family. May You keep us all from danger and sickness and guard our hearts 

so that we are reminded of Your Grace. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. 

Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
 

PEACE-IN-PLACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

**Please share signs of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only.  If any are not comfortable 

making physical contact during the peace, please share peace in other ways. 
 

THE GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
**Offering baskets are located near the doors to the sanctuary.  Please place your offerings in the 

baskets at the end of the service as you depart. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our 

lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet 

you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.  

Amen 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the 

Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when 

he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,                                  
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal 

your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. 
 

 We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise 

to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of 

the prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who 

proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was obedient to your 

will, even to giving his life.  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

 Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord 

offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his 

coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and 

blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with 

all your saints in light. 

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.  
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 Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he 

comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,   

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

**Please process up the center aisle as directed by the ushers.  Please maintain social distancing 

between family groups while processing.  Bread and wine will be available from the pastor and the first 

lay assistant, with empty cups available on your way to the front.  Prepackaged grape juice and wafer 

servings will be available from the second lay assistant.  Baskets for empty cups will be set out.  Please 

return to your seats down the side aisles. 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

 Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, 

form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.  

C: Amen 
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*BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 

SENDING SONG          (ELW 267) 
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*DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace.  Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

**Please exit through either set of doors, maintaining distance between family groups.  You are 

welcome to enjoy fellowship time outside in the parking lot. 
 

POSTLUDE                                             

 (Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 

 

 

******************************************************************************************* 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, December 19, 2021 

Pianist:  Debbie Walker 

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst.) Becky Collie (2nd Lay Asst.) Karen Morris 

Lectors:  Ella Anderson 

Acolyte:  Kate Radtke 

Greeters:  Rosalee Cline 

Ushers  Roger Schroeder & James Anderson 

Altar Guild:  Donna Combs & Marilyn Gunn 

Counters:  Donna Combs & Erna Jung 
 

******************************************************************************************* 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week.  Please call or email 

him to set up an appointment, at 507-360-7276 and/or 

messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Here is this week’s information based on our 2021 budget. 

 Contributions to the general fund averaged $3,012.90 (slightly up from 

$2,995.27 through December 12, 2021). 

 We are $48,904.76behind the year-to-date budget needs (increasing 

from $48,790.76 last time reported).  

 Weekly budget need is $3,991.00. 

 

2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Envelopes for 2022 are ready. Envelopes will be available in the narthex. 

Please note numbers have changed so in order to get proper credit for the 

correct year, use the new envelopes only for Sundays in 2022.  Let Bill 

Weaver know if you do not receive your envelopes. 

Announcements 

mailto:messiahmechpr@gmail.com
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ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION RESUMES ON JANUARY 2ND 

Thanks for the many wonderful conversations throughout our Holy Darkness 

Advent series.  You can find the videos of our conversations on the church 

website, messiahmech.com.   

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

You are invited to our 

Christmas Eve worship 

service at 7:00 pm on 

December 24th.  The 

service will be family/kid-

friendly, with Communion 

and a candlelight hymn.  

Arrive early at 6:45 for 

some extra Christmas 

carols.  Invite some guests!  

We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Our worship service on Sunday, 

December 26th, will be a 

service of Lessons and Carols.  

Kids (of all ages) are also 

invited to bring along their 

favorite Christmas present from 

this year (or a past year) for a 

Blessing of Teddy Bears and 

Toys. 

 

 
PRAYER LIST TO BE RESET 

The current prayer list will be reset on January 1 to begin the first quarter. Please 

contact Davina with names that need to remain on the list. Email her at 

MessiahMech@gmail.com or phone 746-7134 with your requests. 

 

WILD WOMEN RETREAT JAN. 14-16, 2022 AT CAROLINE FURNACE 

We are hopeful that you will join us for a weekend of fellowship and renewal 

at Caroline Furnace Lutheran Camp and Retreat Center. The weekend 

includes a trip off-property to a local winery, craft and outdoor activities, 

prayer conversations, and more.  Rates: Weekend $115 |Day $30. Retreat 

cost includes modern-rustic lodging, scratch-made meals, and Saturday 

transportation.  Link to register:  https://www.carolinefurnace.org/wild-

women-series.  Register by December 31st. 

https://www.carolinefurnace.org/wild-women-series
https://www.carolinefurnace.org/wild-women-series
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MESSIAH RECEIVES .5% DONATION WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON! 

Even though the most recent holiday shopping season is behind us, the 

Stewardship team would like to remind everyone to sign up and use 

Amazon Smile! Signing up is easy and does not interfere with Prime 

Membership benefits. Amazon donates .5% of eligible purchases to the 

charitable organization of your choice. Step 1: visit smile.amazon.com; Step 

2: sign in with your amazon account credentials; Step 3: Search for "Messiah 

Lutheran Church Mechanicsville"; Step 4: Start SHOPPING! *please 

remember to bookmark smile.amazon.com for easy access every time you 

shop. You must add the "smile" for this program. Thank you all and happy 

shopping!  

 

DISASTER RESPONSE – TORNADOES 

On the night of Dec. 10, a devastating outbreak of more than 30 tornadoes 

swept through six states.  Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with 

partners in the affected areas, including the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, to 

respond to immediate needs. Given the initial damage assessments, 

recovery will likely take years, and Lutheran Disaster Response is prepared to 

accompany survivors until the response is complete.  Please consider visiting 

the ELCA Disaster Response website to see how you can help. 
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Prayer List 
 

 

WE PRAY FOR EACH OTHER 

 

Debbie Anton 

Annette Buckholtz 

Bruce Carr 

Johnnie Collie 

Adam Dworak, Sr. 

Bonnie Dworak 

Jackie Garbett 

Ted Ford 

Steve & Sue Gilnett 

Pat Hubert 

Karen Jones 

The family of Sherri Kondaki 

The family of Mac McAllister 

Ruth Schroeder 

Ken Whirley 

 

 

 WE PRAY FOR OUR EXTENDED FAMILY AND NEIGHBORS 

Allen Family, friends of the Whirleys 

Dwayne Collie, brother of Johnnie 

Jane Ferri, friend of the Whirleys 

David Hebel, friend of Anne Mason 

Eamon Hurson, friend of Anne Mason 

David Locke, father of Davina Winn 

Joan Laudig, mother of Susan 

Weaver 

George Playfair, relative of Karen & 

Michael Morris 

Pat Ruffner, friends of the Whirleys 

Family and Friends of Roger 

Sabanosh, cousin of Karen Morris 

Ken & Dee Schroeder, brother & 

sister-in-law of Roger Schroeder 

Tim Schroeder, nephew of Roger 

Schroeder 

Roger Subit, brother-in-law of Betty 

and Bill Fulop 

Susen Weaver, daughter-in-law of Bill 

and Susie 

Tyson, grandson of Erna Jung 

 

 

Our veterans, their fellow soldiers & their waiting families 

All law enforcement, firefighters & first responders 

The people and pastor, Rev. Katherine, of All Souls Episcopal & our shared 

ministry 

All those affected by COVID, in all areas of life, and for a way forward  

Hospitals, nursing homes, other health care facilities 

The CDC and other medical researchers and scientists 

Schools, workplaces, government institutions and municipal agencies 

All those impacted by acts of violence, at home and abroad 

For all who travel  


