The entire story of Jesus’ birth is enveloped in darkness. The Sovereign of the universe is conceived, nourished, and
protected in the dark safety of Mary’s womb. An angel visits Joseph in a nighttime dream, easing his doubts and fears
around this unexpected pregnancy. The shepherds receive word from angelic choirs by night that the Savior has been
born; the magi are led to him by a bright evening star. And not long after his birth, Joseph and Mary flee under the
protection of night to escape King Herod’s slaughter of the innocents. Many assemblies hold their principal observance
of Christmas the evening before by candlelight.
Matthew 1:18‐24; 2:1‐2, 19‐23

‘Luke 1:26‐38; 2:4‐14
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Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this
way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose
her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her
quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22All
this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the
Lord through the prophet:
23
"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means,
"God is with us." 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took
her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her
until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
1

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage."

19

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20Get
up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of
Israel, for those who were seeking the child's life are
dead. 21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his
mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he
heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after
being warned in a dream, he went away to the district
of Galilee. 23There he made his home in a town called
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the
prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a
Nazorean."

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a
town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said,
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a
virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her
old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month
for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be
impossible with God." 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word." Then the angel departed from her.
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Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who
was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to
them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

