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January 16, 2022 

The Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 
 

  THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY        JANUARY 16, 2022 
 

 

*Congregation standing 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today.  

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls 

us by name. 

C: Amen 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We 

have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we 

expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. 

We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. 

Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have 

left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and 

lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and 

reflect your love for all creation. Amen. 

 

P: I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us 

in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 

and you are clothed in peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

  

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the 
church website and YouTube. There is no pre-recording of the service on YouTube this week. 

Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 

http://www.mlcas.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/
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*THE GREETING   

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P: Let us pray together: 

C: Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led 

many to faith by the works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation 

to his people. Transform us by the Spirit of his love, that we may find our life 

together in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 62:1-5     

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and 

political troubles. Nevertheless, the prophet declares, Jerusalem and Judah will 

be restored. God will rejoice over Jerusalem as a bridegroom rejoices over the 

bride, and the people are called to the celebration. 

 

 1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

  and her salvation like a burning torch. 

 2The nations shall see your vindication, 

  and all the kings your glory; 

 and you shall be called by a new name 

  that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 4You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 

  and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 

 but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 

  and your land Married; 

 for the LORD delights in you, 

  and your land shall be married. 

 5For as a young man marries a young woman, 

  so shall your builder marry you, 

 and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 

  so shall your God rejoice over you 
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L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND LESSON:  1 Corinthians 12:1-11                                  

 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

 

The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing 

their spiritual gifts, thinking some to be superior to others. Paul invites this 

fractured community to trust that God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all perfectly 

for their mission together. 

 
1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 

uninformed. 2You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led 

astray to idols that could not speak. 3Therefore I want you to understand that no 

one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one 

can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

  4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties 

of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 

same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the 

Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 

gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another 

prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of 

tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by 

one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 

chooses. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL: John 2:1-11 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ 

signs. Through many such epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears God’s 

creative power and joyful presence into the world. 

 
1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of 

Jesus was there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 
3When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 
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4And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My 

hour has not yet come.” 5His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells 

you.” 6Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of 

purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, “Fill the 

jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8He said to them, “Now 

draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9When the 

steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it 

came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward 

called the bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, 

and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have 

kept the good wine until now.” 11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of 

Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

 

SERMON                                                                                         Pastor Ryan Radtke 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS 
 

A: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to 

pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made. [Brief silence] 
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A: By your Spirit, activate within your church gifts of faith, healing, and 

prophecy. Unite those who profess your name across congregations, 

denominations, and geographic boundaries. Open our hearts to recognize 

and celebrate surprising miracles. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: Your creation reflects your generosity. Bless farmers, migrant farmworkers, 

orchard-keepers, ranchers, and all who tend the abundance of the land. 

Protect food and water sources from destruction, that all can eat and drink 

and be satisfied. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: By your Spirit, grant wisdom, knowledge, and discernment to those who hold 

leadership positions at any level. Direct policymakers toward 

compassionate decisions that build up safe and just communities. Lead all 

authorities in seeking and serving the common good. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: As Jesus provided generously in a moment of need, provide generous gifts 

of healing for those in need this day (especially). Provide abundantly for all 

who are hungry or thirsty, all seeking shelter, and all who seek peace. God 

of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: You see us for who we are and you delight in us. Embrace those struggling 

with self-worth, wrestling with self-identity, or facing significant life transition. 

Remind us that nothing can separate us from your love. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: You bless us through the spiritual gifts of the saints who have gone before us. 

We give thanks for the life of Martin Luther King Jr. and all who have 

modeled the way of courageous faith. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: Heavenly Father, You have generously blessed us with families. Thank you for 

your guidance and protection. As you love and care for us, may we also 

always love and care for our families and keep them in our prayers. We pray 

this week for the Knepper and Mahovtas families as well as our Messiah 

family. May You keep us all from danger and sickness and guard our hearts 

so that we are reminded of Your Grace. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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A: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and 

all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our 

Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,   

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

*BLESSING  

P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, 

and who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 

today and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

*DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                                     
 

(Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 

***************************************************** 
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PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be mostly virtual this week, like everything else at church.  Please 

call or email him to set up an appointment, at 507-360-7276 and/or 

messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Here is this week’s information based on our 2022 budget. 

 Contributions to the general fund averaged $4,594.50 (up from $3,089.00 

through January 2, 2022). 

 We are $ $1,045.00 behind the year-to-date budget needs.  

 Weekly budget need is $4,072. 

 

ONLINE SERVICES CONTINUE 

Brothers and Sisters of Messiah, As COVID numbers are once again on the rise, with 

Virginia experiencing its all-time high positivity rate at 32%, and with stories coming 

in of various Messiah members, as well as friends, neighbors, and co-workers, testing 

positive for the virus, the Church Council discussed the matter and passed a 

resolution to cancel in-person worship for the following three Sundays (1/9, 1/16, 

and 1/23).  Pastor Ryan will provide an online message via Facebook Live, with the 

recording available on the church YouTube page later on. Council also passed a 

resolution that asks all church groups and teams to meet remotely or virtually until 

we are worshiping in the sanctuary again.  This includes the Sunday school, 

women's Bible study, Confirmation youth group, quilters, and our annual reporting 

meeting. This may feel like a setback; but, as has been the case for all our protocols 

these last two years, it is genuinely an expression of love in Jesus Christ:  to one 

another, our neighbors, and our wider community.  Please reach out to one 

another during these coming weeks, and pray for this current wave to pass.  Stay 

safe, be healthy, and love one another. In Christ, Pastor Ryan & the Church 

Council. 

 

           CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

If you would like a poinsettia to take home, please come by the 

church during regular office hours to pick one up. 

 

Office Hours: 

Mon/Wed: 8 am – 3 pm 

Tue/Thr/Fri: 8 am – 12 pm 

 

 

  

Announcements 

mailto:messiahmechpr@gmail.com
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MIDWINTER POWER IN THE SPIRIT 

The second annual Midwinter Power in the Spirit online gathering will be held 

on January 31-February 2. The Rev. Kevin Strickland, Bishop of the Southeastern 

Synod of the ELCA will join us as our keynote speaker.  Please visit 

https://www.vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit/ for more information and a 

registration link. 

 

DAY FOR ALL PEOPLE 

Day for All People is an annual Advocacy Day with the Virginia General Assembly, 

organized by the VA Interfaith Center for Public Policy (VICPP), held Monday, 

January 17-Friday, January 21, mostly virtually.  For more information on the event, 

registration, and cost, please visit https://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/get-

involved/2022-day-for-all-people/.  

 

MESSIAH RECEIVES .5% DONATION WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON! 

Even though the most recent holiday shopping season is behind us, the Stewardship 

team would like to remind everyone to sign up and use Amazon Smile! Signing up is 

easy and does not interfere with Prime Membership benefits. Amazon donates .5% 

of eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. Step 1: visit 

smile.amazon.com; Step 2: sign in with your amazon account credentials; Step 3: 

Search for "Messiah Lutheran Church Mechanicsville"; Step 4: Start SHOPPING! 

*please remember to bookmark smile.amazon.com for easy access every time you 

shop. You must add the "smile" for this program. Thank you all and happy shopping!  

 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

Please visit the Lutheran Disaster Response website to see how you can contribute 

to the aid and recovery efforts for the recent Colorado wildfires, the tornadoes in 

Kentucky and beyond, and for other situations in the U.S. and around the globe. 

https://www.vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit/
https://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/get-involved/2022-day-for-all-people/
https://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/get-involved/2022-day-for-all-people/

