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THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

JANUARY 23, 2022

*Congregation standing

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome visitors! May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today.
You are invited to make Messiah your church home.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls
us by name.
C: Amen
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We
have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we
expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have
left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and
lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and
reflect your love for all creation. Amen.
P: Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are
descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and
inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
C: Amen.
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*THE GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray together:
C: Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the
nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark,
learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may
embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
FIRST READING: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
A reading from Nehemiah.
The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the
law of Moses to them in the public square. When they hear it, they weep for
their sins and for the long years in exile, but Ezra reminds them that “the joy of
the LORD is your strength.”
1All

the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water
Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the
LORD had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before
the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with
understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it
facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in
the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand;
and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra
opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all
the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed
the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting
up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their
faces to the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the law of God, with
interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.
9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the
LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they
heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat
and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is
prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of
the LORD is your strength.”
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L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe
how intimately connected we are in the church. For this struggling
congregation in Corinth, Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is a mark of
the church today.
12For

just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit
we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we
were all made to drink of one Spirit.
14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot
would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would
not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I
am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a
part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing
be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But
as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he
chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there
are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have
no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On
the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less honorable
we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated
with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not need
this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior
member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members
may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer
together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.
27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God
has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then
deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership,
various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers?
Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues?
Do all interpret? 31aBut strive for the greater gifts.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL: Luke 4:14-21
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth.
In the words of Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission.
14Then

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report
about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in
their synagogues and was praised by everyone.
16When

he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to
the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read,
17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll
and found the place where it was written:
18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them,
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN'S SERMON
SERMON

Pastor Ryan Radtke

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS
A: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to
pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made. [Brief silence]
A: You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word through
the faithful witness of your church. Send us out to bring your liberating good
news to all people. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
A: All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and
beautiful bodies that you have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales,
and every creature in between. Sustain species at risk of extinction. God of
grace,
C: hear our prayer.
A: You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in
our society, nation, or world, come quickly to reunite us into one body. Ease
conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end to war. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for
people living in poverty, people living with disability, those living with pain, or
those living under oppression, and those who are in need in any way,
especially... God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this
congregation. Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value each
person who enters into worship and ministry among us. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
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A: In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of
salvation has now been fulfilled. Tend to those who mourn. Bring us together
in your everlasting glory. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Heavenly Father, You have generously blessed us with families. Thank you for
your guidance and protection. As you love and care for us, may we also
always love and care for our families and keep them in our prayers. We pray
this week for the Major and Martin families as well as our Messiah family. May
You keep us all from danger and sickness and guard our hearts so that we
are reminded of Your Grace. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and
all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our
Savior.
C: Amen.
*LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*BLESSING
P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you,
and who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever.
C: Amen
7

*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
(Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S)

************************************************************************************

Announcements
PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS
Pastor Ryan will be mostly virtual this week, like everything else at church. Please
call or email him to set up an appointment, at 507-360-7276 and/or
messiahmechpr@gmail.com.
WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE
Here is this week’s information based on our 2022 budget.
 Contributions to the general fund averaged $4,428.00 (down from $4,594.50
through January 16, 2022).
 We are $1,068.00 behind the year-to-date budget needs. (increasing from
$1,045.00
 Weekly budget need is $4,072.
CONGREGATION REPORTING MEETING (2/13/22)
Our annual reporting meeting will take place on February 13th following our
worship service. The back-up meeting date is the following Sunday, February 20th.
Please plan to attend and learn about the active life during 2021.
ONLINE SERVICES CONTINUE
Brothers and sisters of Messiah,
The Church Council have been monitoring the most up-to-date covid case
numbers from the CDC and elsewhere for Hanover County. After our last meeting,
we had two criteria we were looking for with regards to when to reopen the
building: the 7-day case-rate average trending downward again (it had been on
a steep upward trajectory) and the overall positivity rate coming back down closer
to 10-15%. The 7-day case rate has finally started to drop, although slowly. The
positivity rate, however, is still over 30%. Based on these factors, the council passed
a motion to continue to have virtual worship through February 6 with council
revisiting the matter on February 3 to determine if in-person worship can safely
resume on February 13.
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Council is hopeful that things are trending in the right direction, even if not as
quickly as we'd hoped for. We will still plan on installing new council members on
February 13th during worship, and holding our annual reporting meeting following
worship the same day. In the meantime, Pastor Ryan will broadcast the next two
services from the sanctuary with Debbie playing hymns. Please continue to pray for
one another and our community, and check in on one another, and tune in via
Facebook or YouTube for worship.
In Christ,
Messiah Lutheran Church Council
MIDWINTER POWER IN THE SPIRIT
The second annual Midwinter Power in the Spirit online gathering will be held
on January 31-February 2. The Rev. Kevin Strickland, Bishop of the Southeastern
Synod of the ELCA will join us as our keynote speaker. Please visit
https://www.vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit/ for more information and a
registration link.
MESSIAH RECEIVES .5% DONATION WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!
Even though the most recent holiday shopping season is behind us, the Stewardship
team would like to remind everyone to sign up and use Amazon Smile! Signing up is
easy and does not interfere with Prime Membership benefits. Amazon donates .5%
of eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. Step 1: visit
smile.amazon.com; Step 2: sign in with your amazon account credentials; Step 3:
Search for "Messiah Lutheran Church Mechanicsville"; Step 4: Start SHOPPING!
*please remember to bookmark smile.amazon.com for easy access every time you
shop. You must add the "smile" for this program. Thank you all and happy shopping!
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE
Please visit the Lutheran Disaster Response website to see how you can contribute
to the aid and recovery efforts for the recent Colorado wildfires, the tornadoes in
Kentucky and beyond, and for other situations in the U.S. and around the globe.
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