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THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

JANUARY 30, 2022

*Congregation standing

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome visitors! May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today.
You are invited to make Messiah your church home.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls
us by name.
C: Amen
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We
have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we
expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have
left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and
lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and
reflect your love for all creation. Amen.
P: Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are
descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and
inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
C: Amen.
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GATHERING SONG O Word of God Incarnate (ELW 514)

*THE GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray together:
C: Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and
love; and that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you
command, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
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FIRST READING: Jeremiah 1:4-10
A reading from Jeremiah.
God calls Jeremiah to be a prophet and consecrates him in the womb.
Jeremiah’s task is to preach God’s word amid the difficult political realities of his
time, before the Babylonian exile. He is to make God known not only to Judah,
but also to the nation.
4Now

the word of the LORD came to me saying,
I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
6Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a
boy.” 7But the LORD said to me,
“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;
for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
and you shall speak whatever I command you.
8Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,
says the LORD.”
9Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to
me,
“Now I have put my words in your mouth.
10See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.”
5“Before

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
Christians in Corinth prided themselves on their spiritual gifts. Paul reminds them
that God gives us many gifts through the Holy Spirit, but the purpose behind all
of them is love, the kind of love that God showed us in Jesus Christ.
1If

I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all my
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possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have
love, I gain nothing.
4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not
rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9For we know
only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10but when the complete comes, the
partial will come to an end. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought
like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to
childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to
face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully
known. 13And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of
these is love.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL: Luke 4:21-30
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
People in Jesus’ hometown are initially pleased when he says that God will free
the oppressed. Their pleasure turns to rage when he reminds them that God’s
prophetic mission typically pushes beyond human boundaries so that mercy
and healing are extended to those regarded as outsiders.
21Then

[Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in Nazareth,] “Today this
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22All spoke well of him and were
amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this
Joseph’s son?” 23He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb,
‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the
things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’ ” 24And he said, “Truly I tell
you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25But the truth is, there
were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up
three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land;
26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.
27There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and
none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard
this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of
the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so
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that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them
and went on his way.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN'S SERMON
SERMON

Pastor Ryan Radtke

HYMN OF THE DAY

(ELW 668)
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CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS
A: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to
pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made. [Brief silence]
A: Guide your church in the ways of faith, hope, and love. Cultivate ministries
and communities of compassion that bear witness to your enduring
presence among us. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Teach us to live in humility on the earth. Curb arrogance that leads to
destruction of natural resources and disregard for future generations. Inspire
the work of scientists who urge us to live in harmony with your creation. God
of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
A: You are the refuge of all who seek hope and freedom. Accompany
immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers who cross borders to find safety
and opportunity. Embolden leaders to draft compassionate policies on
behalf of migrants and those who assist them. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Love bears, believes, hopes, and endures all things. Comfort with your love
all who are lonely, fearful, or brokenhearted. Sustain the hope of all those
who suffer in body or spirit (especially). God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
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A: Your grace falls upon young and old alike. Bless the gifts of children in this
congregation and in this community. Give us humble hearts to follow their
leadership. Inspire us with their laughter, their insight, and their curiosity. God
of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
A: We praise you for those who have gone before us and now see you face to
face. Abide with us in this mortal life until we rest in the arms of your
neverending love. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Heavenly Father, You have generously blessed us with families. Thank you for
your guidance and protection. As you love and care for us, may we also
always love and care for our families and keep them in our prayers. We pray
this week for the Mason and McKenna families as well as our Messiah family.
May You keep us all from danger and sickness and guard our hearts so that
we are reminded of Your Grace. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and
all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our
Savior.
C: Amen.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let us pray.
C: Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new
beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us
with this heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world,
in the name of Christ our light. Amen
*LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*BLESSING
P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you,
and who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever.
C: Amen
SENDING SONG Although I Speak with Angel's Tongue (ELW 644)
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*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
(Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S)

**********************************************************************************
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, January 30, 2022
Pastor:
Pianist:
Live-stream Operator:
Altar Guild:
Counters:

The Rev. Ryan Radtke
Debbie Walker
Heather Williams
Becky Collie & Linda Mahovtas
Becky Collie & Leroy Deere

************************************************************************************************

Announcements
PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS
Pastor Ryan will be mostly virtual this week, like everything else at church. Please
call or email him to set up an appointment, at 507-360-7276 and/or
messiahmechpr@gmail.com.
WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE
Here is this week’s information based on our 2022 budget.
 Contributions to the general fund averaged $3,434.66 (down from $4,428.00
through January 23, 2022).
 We are $2,549.37 behind the year-to-date budget needs. (increasing from
$1,068.00
 Weekly budget need is $4,072.
CONGREGATION REPORTING MEETING (2/13/22)
Our annual reporting meeting will take place on February 13th following our
worship service. The back-up meeting date is the following Sunday, February 20th.
Please plan to attend and learn about the active congregational life during 2021.
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ONLINE SERVICES CONTINUE
Brothers and sisters of Messiah,
The Church Council have been monitoring the most up-to-date covid case
numbers from the CDC and elsewhere for Hanover County. After our last meeting,
we had two criteria we were looking for with regards to when to reopen the
building: the 7-day case-rate average trending downward again (it had been on
a steep upward trajectory) and the overall positivity rate coming back down closer
to 10-15%. The 7-day case rate has finally started to drop, although slowly. The
positivity rate, however, is still over 30%. Based on these factors, the council passed
a motion to continue to have virtual worship through February 6 with council
revisiting the matter on February 3 to determine if in-person worship can safely
resume on February 13.
Council is hopeful that things are trending in the right direction, even if not as
quickly as we'd hoped for. We will still plan on installing new council members on
February 13th during worship, and holding our annual reporting meeting following
worship the same day. In the meantime, Pastor Ryan will broadcast the next two
services from the sanctuary with Debbie playing hymns. Please continue to pray for
one another and our community, and check in on one another, and tune in via
Facebook or YouTube for worship.
In Christ,
Messiah Lutheran Church Council
MESSIAH RECEIVES .5% DONATION WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!
Even though the most recent holiday shopping season is behind us, the Stewardship
team would like to remind everyone to sign up and use Amazon Smile! Signing up is
easy and does not interfere with Prime Membership benefits. Amazon donates .5%
of eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. Step 1: visit
smile.amazon.com; Step 2: sign in with your amazon account credentials; Step 3:
Search for "Messiah Lutheran Church Mechanicsville"; Step 4: Start SHOPPING!
*please remember to bookmark smile.amazon.com for easy access every time you
shop. You must add the "smile" for this program. Thank you all and happy shopping!
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE
Please visit the Lutheran Disaster Response website to see how you can contribute
to the aid and recovery efforts for the recent Colorado wildfires, the tornadoes in
Kentucky and beyond, and for other situations in the U.S. and around the globe.
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