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Easter Day-The Resurrection of Our Lord 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 
 

  Easter Day – The Resurrection of Our Lord                April 17, 2022 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 
 

EASTER GREETING 
 

P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
  

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 

we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness 

of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the 
church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 
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GATHERING SONG          (ELW 365) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GREETING   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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SONG OF PRAISE         (ELW 389) – Verses 1-4 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 

C: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 

redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the 

power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him 

forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON Acts 10:34-43                            Lector 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a 

summary of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in 

Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.. 

  



 

 5 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 

the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in 

Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but 

God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the 

people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 

drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to 

the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 

living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND LESSON:  1 Corinthians 15:19-26             Lector 

 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

 

Paul describes the consequences of the resurrection, including the promise of 

new life in Christ to a world that has been in bondage to death. He celebrates 

the destruction of evil and the establishment of God’s victorious rule over all. 

 
19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be 

pitied. 

 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 

have died. 21For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of 

the dead has also come through a human being; 22for as all die in Adam, so all 

will be made alive in Christ. 23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then 

at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he 

hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler 

and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his 

enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION-Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing  (ELW 389) – Verse 5 
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GOSPEL: Luke 24:1-12 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of the women among his 

followers go to the tomb with embalming spices. After a perplexing encounter 

with the empty tomb and angelic visitors, the women become the first to 

proclaim the amazing news of resurrection. 

 
1On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, 

taking the spices that they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away 

from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4While they 

were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 

them. 5The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the 

men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not 

here, but has risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 
7that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on 

the third day rise again.” 8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from 

the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary 

Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with 

them who told this to the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle 

tale, and they did not believe them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; 

stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went 

home, amazed at what had happened. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON                                                                                          Pastor Ryan Radtke 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         (ELW 367)  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 
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On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS 
 

A: On this day of resurrection joy, let us offer our prayers for ourselves, our 

neighbors, and our world. [Brief silence] 
 

A: Renewing God, the good news of your resurrection changed the world. 

Give church leaders and all the baptized the same excitement as the 

women at the tomb, and inspire us to share your abundant life. Merciful 

God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Sustaining God, your creation abounds with signs of new life in budding 

trees and newborn creatures. Provide fertile soil, ample sunlight, and 

nourishing rain for the growth of plants, and provide farmers with a plentiful 

harvest. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Sheltering God, strengthen and sustain all who support vulnerable people 

across the world. Empower government agencies and international 

organizations that provide for refugees and migrants forced to leave their 

homelands. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Encouraging God, you do a new thing among us. We pray for those 

gripped by fear and anxiety or who suffer in any way (especially). Send us 

as your healing presence to places of hunger, pain, illness, or overwhelming 

sorrow. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Surprising God, you offer endless ways for us to delight in your grace. Give 

this community of faith a sense of joy and wonder in exploring new avenues 

of faith formation, worship, and discipleship. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Resurrecting God, you make us alive in Christ. Thank you for blessing us with 

faithful witnesses who now rest in you. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
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A: Heavenly Father, You have generously blessed us with families. Thank you for 

your guidance and protection. As you love and care for us, may we also 

always love and care for our families and keep them in our prayers. We pray 

this week for the Ash, Bennett and Berg families as well as our Messiah family. 

May You keep us all from danger and sickness and guard our hearts so that 

we are reminded of Your Grace. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: We offer to you these petitions and those we carry in our hearts, trusting in 

your abundant and ever-present mercy. 

C: Amen. 
 

PEACE-IN-PLACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

**Please share signs of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only.  If any are not comfortable making 

physical contact during the peace, please share peace in other ways. 
 

THE GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God of great gifts: This morning we give you praise, we give you glory, we 

give you thanks! With resurrection humming in our hearts, our minds are 

tuned to your song of peace! We joyfully present these gifts to you, a 

tangible chorus of thanksgiving, a harmony of hope for your kingdom 

come!.  Amen 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 

glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who 

gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in 

rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter 

and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 

creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY           (ELW 377) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P:  In the dark of the early morning, It descended. 

 The very breath of God. 

Dawn approached. 

The Spirit filled the lungs of our fallen king, 

And his heart began to beat anew. 
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At the rising of the sun, 

He awoke. He opened his eyes. 

He smiled. He rose. 

 

Victorious. 

 

They say the tomb was empty, 

But we know otherwise. 

 

Sorrow and mourning. Left behind. 

Fear and shame. Left behind. 

Sin and death. Left behind. 

Our old ways and our old selves. Left behind. 

Forever entombed by Christ the Son. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

He who has conquered the grave. 

He who is risen. 

He who reigns. 

 

He who on the night in which he was betrayed, 

took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

He who again, after supper, took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 
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 as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,   

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION 
 

COMMUNION SONG           (ELW 374) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

A: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

 Life-giving God, this is the day that you have made. Joining with angels and 

archangels and with the chorus that is rising throughout all the earth, we will 

rejoice and be glad this day. You take our endings and you make your new 

beginnings. You surprise and astound us in places where we expected that 

you were absent. You challenge us to reconsider what is possible. You 

welcome us to your table and feed us with your very self, so that we are 

your bread for the world. Through your Son, Jesus Christ, we pray.  

C: Amen 
 

BLESSING  

P: As Christ burst forth from the tomb, may new life burst forth from us and show 

itself in acts of love and healing to a hurting world. And may the same 

Christ, who lives forever and is the source of our new life, keep your hearts 

rejoicing and grant you peace this day and always. 

C: Amen 
 

SENDING SONG          (ELW 376) 
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DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace.  Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!. 
 

POSTLUDE 

(Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 

 

************************************************************************************************* 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, April 17, 2022 

Pianist:  Debbie Walker 

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst.) Gladys Hubert (2nd Lay Asst.) Roberta McMillen 

Lectors:  Anita Philp 

Acolyte:  Michael Sondor 

Greeter:  Marilyn Gunn 

Ushers:  Roger Schroeder & Gordon Gunn 

Altar Guild:  Donna Combs & Marilyn Gunn 

Counters:  Marilyn & Gordon Gunn 

Live Streamer: Donna Shaw 
 

************************************************************************************************* 

Altar Flowers for Easter Sunday were given by Donna Combs. 
 

************************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 
 

 

PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be off the following week.  Please call or email him to set up an 

appointment, at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com.  And please welcome 

Pastor Elizabeth Yates who will be leading worship next week on the 24th. 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Here is this week’s information based on our 2022 budget. 

 Contributions to the general fund averaged $3,211.11 (up from $3,136.40 

through April 10, 2022). 

 We are $$12,913.35 behind the year-to-date budget needs. (decreasing from 

$13,098.37) 

 Weekly budget need is $4,072. 

 

LENTEN OFFERING - BONUS WEEK! 

Our piggy banks are pretty full after adding to them throughout the season of Lent.  Let's 

give them one last snack today so our Sunday School kids can have an even better 

shopping spree from the Good Gifts Catalog!  Thanks for your generosity!  We'll share the 

final shopping cart of goodness on May 1st! 

  

Announcements 



 

 15 

MCEF FUNDRAISER AND NEEDS 

The third Monday at Chicken Salad Chick is MCEF day. Say you support MCEF and a 

percentage of the sale will be donated to MCEF. Current needs include boxed meals 

(such as Hamburger Helper), pasta and rice sides and deodorant (for men and 

women) and full size sheet sets. 
 

MCEF THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

The month of March provided 123 households with 184 bags of food. Of those 

households, 13 were new clients.  83 bags of clothing and linens were provided. The 

Senior Rides program provided 116 rides for seniors to necessary appointments and 

grocery shopping. Your donations are very important to those in need. Your assistance 

is greatly appreciated, There are many ways you can help, there are even "behind the 

scenes" opportunities (telephone answering and message taking). Consult 4mcef.com 

or call Pat Hubert, 814-449-2612 for more information. Thank you for your continued 

support of your neighbors in need. 
 

NEW ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION STUDY STARTING MAY 1 

Starting May 1 we will be discussing the book Tattoos on the Heart:  The Power of 

Boundless Compassion by Father Gregory Boyle.  It tells the story of Father Boyle’s work 

with gang populations in East Los Angeles, and it is full of powerful stories of grace, 

redemption, and compassion – perfect for the Easter season of resurrection.  Please find a 

copy now (library, e-reader, book store, online) so you have it ready for the 1st.  (A small 

number of copies is available from church.)  Please read the introduction and chapter 1 

for the first discussion. 
 

COVID PROTOCOLS UPDATE FROM COUNCIL 

The Church Council continues to monitor the local COVID numbers to ensure that we are 

staying in the “Low” category in Hanover County and the surrounding area.  We will 

continue to gradually bring back various worship and other church activities, including 

Communion at the altar rail and more singing on Easter – and an Easter breakfast!  

Following Easter we will bring back a fuller liturgy, with the sharing of the peace to follow 

sometime later.  For the time being, we will still ask Communion servers to wear masks.  

Anyone is of course still welcome to wear a mask if they need to, are required to, or feel 

more comfortable to do so. 
 

MESSIAH RECEIVES .5% DONATION WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON! 

The Stewardship team would like to remind everyone to sign up and use Amazon Smile! 

Signing up is easy and does not interfere with Prime Membership benefits. Amazon 

donates .5% of eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. Step 1: 

visit smile.amazon.com; Step 2: sign in with your amazon account credentials; Step 3: 

Search for "Messiah Lutheran Church Mechanicsville"; Step 4: Start SHOPPING! *please 

remember to bookmark smile.amazon.com for easy access every time you shop. You 

must add the "smile" for this program. Thank you all and happy shopping!  
 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE – EASTERN EUROPE RESPONSE 

Please visit the Lutheran Disaster Response website to see how you can contribute to the 

ongoing aid and recovery efforts for a variety of crises, both in the U.S. and around the 

globe.  The situation is especially urgent right now in Ukraine, as well as other Eastern 

European countries where refugees fleeing Ukraine are seeking safety, such as Hungary, 

Poland, and Slovakia.  Just mark your donations “Eastern Europe Crisis Response.”  


