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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 
 

  Seventh Sunday of Easter                                  May 29, 2022 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 
 

EASTER GREETING 

 

P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C: Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 

compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done 

and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your 

Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the 
church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 
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P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 

with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 

faith. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG           (ELW 412) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 

C: O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us 

love what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the 

changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON Acts 16:16-34                                 Lector 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

Those who had enslaved a girl and used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul 

and Silas into jail for ordering the spirit to come out of her and consequently 

ruining their business. In prison, Paul and Silas bring the good news of the gospel 

to the jailer and his family. 
 

16One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who 

had a spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by 

fortune-telling. 17While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men 

are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18She 

kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to 

the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it 

came out that very hour.19But when her owners saw that their hope of making 

money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the 

marketplace before the authorities. 20When they had brought them before the 

magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21and 

are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or 

observe.” 22The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them 

stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23After they 

had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the 

jailer to keep them securely. 24Following these instructions, he put them in the 

innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.25About midnight Paul and 

Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to 

them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of 

the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and 

everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the 

prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since 

he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted in a loud 

voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29The jailer called for lights, 

and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought 

them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31They answered, 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 
32They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33At 

the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he 

and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34He brought them up into 
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the house and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced 

that he had become a believer in God. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON:  Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21            Lector 
 

A reading from Revelation. 
 

The ascended Christ, hidden from our sight, promises to come again. We 

eagerly pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” with all who respond to this invitation. 
 

12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to 

everyone’s work. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 

beginning and the end.” 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they 

will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. 

 16“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I 

am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 

 17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 

 And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 

 And let everyone who is thirsty come. 

 Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 

 20The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”  

  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL: John 17:20-26 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity 

of identity with God. To be so identified with God means also to share in God’s 

mission: to proclaim the word that will bring others into this same unity. 
 

[Jesus prayed:] 20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those 

who will believe in me through their word, 21that they may all be one. As you, 

Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may 

believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have given 

them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that 

they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have 

sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24Father, I desire 

that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see 

my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the 

foundation of the world.25“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I 
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know you; and these know that you have sent me. 26I made your name known 

to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved 

me may be in them, and I in them.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 

SERMON                                                                                      Pastor Ryan Radtke 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY           (ACS 958) 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS 

 

A: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection 

for the church, people in need, and all of creation. [Brief silence] 

 

A: Holy God, make your people one as you and your Son are one. Extend the 

gifts we have been given by your Spirit to all people, especially those 

experiencing division or questioning your love. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: Make worthy the work of scientists who look to the stars and planets, as well 

as scientists who look to atoms and molecules. Bring innovation and well-

being to humanity through their discoveries. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: Keep in our minds those who have died in war, both military and civilians. 

May we honor them by seeking peaceful solutions to the conflicts that arise 

among nations and peoples. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: Grant freedom to all who are overwhelmed by chronic illness, depression, or 

constant worry (especially). Open them to receive health and salvation in 

Christ Jesus through the Spirit’s gift of faith. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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A: Stir imagination and understanding throughout the church in the work of 

poets, theologians, and hymnwriters. Lead us into new visions and fresh 

expressions of your presence. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: Unite us with the saints who have died and been raised in Jesus. Train us to 

wait with eager longing for Christ to come again, even as we sense his 

presence with us now. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: Heavenly Father, You have generously blessed us with families. Thank you for 

your guidance and protection. As you love and care for us, may we also 

always love and care for our families and keep them in our prayers. We pray 

this week for the Fulop, Garbett and Gardner families as well as our Messiah 

family. May You keep us all from danger and sickness and guard our hearts 

so that we are reminded of Your Grace. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-

giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

PEACE-IN-PLACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

**Please share signs of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only.  If any 

are not comfortable making physical contact during the peace, please share 

peace in other ways. 

 

THE GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your 

peaceable reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us 

through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may 

be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 

glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who 

gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in 

rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter 

and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 

creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 

great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 

and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 

cross, opened his arms to all.  
 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

P: Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 

his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite 

the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and 

glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,   

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

 We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have 

tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. 

Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, 

all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen 

 

BLESSING  

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen 
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SENDING SONG          (ELW 826) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  (Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 

 

 

******************************************************************************************* 

 Altar Flowers: Given by Sharon & Jake Addair  

 
*******************************************************************************************  
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******************************************************************************************* 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, May 29, 2022 

Pianist:  Debbie Walker 

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst) Lois Schroeder (2nd Lay Asst.) Anita Philp 

Lectors:  Anita Philp 

Acolyte:  Abby Schroeder 

Greeters:  Jean Martin 

Ushers  Roger Schroeder & James Anderson 

Altar Guild:  Gladys Hubert & Rosalee Cline 

Counters:  Sharon & Jake Addair 

Live Streamer: Donna Shaw 
 

******************************************************************************************* 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week.  Please call or email him to 

set up an appointment, at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Here is this week’s information based on our 2022 budget. 

 Contributions to the general fund averaged $3,147.69 (up from $3,146.57 

through May 22, 2022). 

 We are $19,410.57 behind the year-to-date budget needs. (increasing from 

$18,508.57) 

 Weekly budget need is $4,072. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

It is with great pleasure to announce that Parks and Recreation for Hanover 

County will be using some space at Messiah again for their summer program 

(fellowship hall, restrooms, and a couple of classrooms). They will be with us for 3 

weeks: June 20-24, July 18-22, and July 25-29 from 7:30am-5:30pm. It is our policy 

to have someone from Messiah to be present during these hours. On the days 

that Davina is working, she fills that roll. Volunteers are needed for the times that 

she is not working. There are no expectations other than opening and/or closing 

the building if needed, and simply being in the building should something arise 

that would require our attention. A person who teleworks from home could 

even volunteer since our internet has improved significantly. A volunteer could 

also read a book, watch a movie, or bring a project from home. PLEASE SEE THE 

SIGN-UP SHEET on the bulletin board in the narthex for time slots. If you have any 

questions, please contact Donna Shaw or Pastor Ryan. Your help is truly 

appreciated! 

 

Announcements 
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LETTER JOCKEY REMINDER 

The Letter Jockey sign-up sheet is located in the narthex on the bulletin board. 

There are suggestions for the sign and letters in the tall cabinet in the fellowship 

hall. Please take a picture after you change the sign and send it to Donna Shaw 

at dmshaw70@gmail.com. If you have any questions please call Linda 

Mahovtas 804.387.5674. 

 
OUTDOOR WORSHIP AND CHURCH PICNIC 

We’ll be in the open air for the Festival of Pentecost, just like the original disciples!  Join us 

for worship outside (stay tuned for specifics) on Sunday, June 5th, at our usual 10:45 time.  

Following service, the annual church picnic returns!  The church will provide hot dogs and 

fried chicken.  Please sign up in the narthex to bring sides, salads, and desserts to share.  

We’ll also have some outdoor games and other activities.  Let’s kick off the summer with 

praise and play! 

 

2022 JOAN BARNES MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT 

We are pleased to announce that application information and applications for 

the Joan Barnes Memorial Scholarship are now available on our church website. 

Please go to https://messiahmech.com/ and click on the “About” tab. The 

Application(s) and Application Information for the scholarships will be found on the 

drop-down menu. There are two two-page applications (one Initial and one 

Renewal)   and one page of information, making a total of five docs in all. 

Applications must be received in our office on, or postmarked on or before the 

absolute deadline of JUNE 1, 2022 with no exceptions. There are applications there 

for first-time (Initial) applicants and a Renewal Application if you have received a 

previous scholarship from us.  After re-reading page 1 of the packet, please email 

Sally Bennett at sallybennett3317@gmail.com if you have any questions about this 

process. 

 

ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION STUDY 

This Sunday we will continue our series on the book Tattoos on the Heart:  The 

Power of Boundless Compassion by Father Gregory Boyle.  It tells the story of Father 

Boyle’s work with gang populations in East Los Angeles, and it is full of powerful 

stories of grace, redemption, and compassion – perfect for the Easter season of 

resurrection.  If you haven’t already secured a copy, a handful are available for 

purchase today.  We are discussing chapter 4 for today. 

 

NEXT PAL MEETING (June 1, 2022) 

Messiah’s quilting group will continue to meet during the summer. If you are unable 

to attend contact either Glady (814) 449-1392 or Cheryl (804) 366-0074. Decision to 

cancel will be made if there are only a couple attending for any of the summer 

dates. We will continue to put together quilt squares for tops and assemble quilts. 

Upcoming dates: June 15, July 6, August 3 and 17 

  



 

 14 

 

COVID PROTOCOLS UPDATE FROM COUNCIL 

The Church Council continues to monitor the local COVID numbers.  Hanover 

recently reentered the “medium” level, meaning we will follow our approved plan 

to limit some worship activities and encourage everyone to wear masks.  When we 

come back to “low” levels, after a two-week period to make sure we stay there, 

we will bring back the worship and other church activities once more.  

 

POWER IN THE SPIRIT REGISTRATION NOW OPEN -July 14-16, 2022  

What does it mean to be a leader in the Church and a follower of Jesus? The 

words of Saint Thomas reveal a disciple whose faith in Jesus makes him willing to go 

where Jesus goes, even when danger and death are real possibilities. For Thomas, 

it’s better to be unsafe with Jesus than to stay behind as Jesus heads into 

dangerous places. For the Church today, we just may be called to a similar faith 

that goes with Jesus—even into danger. At Power in the Spirit 2022, we’ll explore 

these themes, and more! Come and learn!  Come for fellowship!  Come to serve 

your neighbor!  Come to Power in the Spirit 2022!  Check out this link for more 

information:  https://vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit/.   

Registration deadline is July 1. 

 

IN-PERSON SYNOD GATHERING REGISTRATION IS OPEN 

We look forward to gathering in-person as the Virginia Synod on July 15-16 in 

conjunction with Power in the Spirit to celebrate ministries of service from around 

the Virginia Synod, gather together for worship, and learn from one another. 

 

Everyone can attend. Unlike an Assembly where the number of participants is 

limited, anyone in the Virginia Synod can attend the Synodical Gathering. 

Congregations are encouraged to send at least two leaders, but anyone 

interested can register.  Registration deadline is July 1. 

 

There are two options for Registration: 

 On-Campus Housing includes the event, one-night lodging on the campus of 

Roanoke College, plus Friday lunch, Friday dinner, and Saturday breakfast. The 

cost will be $140. 

 Commuter includes the event, including Friday lunch, Friday dinner, and 

Saturday breakfast. The cost will be $100. 

 

You are automatically registered for the Synodical Gathering if you attend Power in 

the Spirit.  

 

Even if you can’t attend the whole gathering, you are invited to be a part of a 

Festival Worship Service at College Lutheran on Friday, July 15 at 7:00 PM. 


