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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

August 7, 2022

*Congregation please stand if able

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome visitors! May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today.
You are invited to make Messiah your church home.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
C: Amen
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
P: Merciful God,
C: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own
way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best
seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too often passed by
on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and
free us to love our neighbors. Amen.
P: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but
delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves.
C: Amen.
GATHERING SONG Blessed Assurance (ELW 638)

2

THE GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray:
C: Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your
church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready
to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
FIRST LESSON: Genesis 15:1-6

Lector

A reading from Genesis.
God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir
and that his descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s
promise, and through this faith he is considered righteous.
1After

these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram
said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the
LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own
issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward
heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to
him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and the LORD
reckoned it to him as righteousness
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Lector

A reading from Hebrews.
Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in
every age. Their hope and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an
unknown future and to receive the promise of God.
1Now

faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen.
by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is
seen was made from things that are not visible.
8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he
was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was
going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a
foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of
the same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has foundations,
whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received power of
2Indeed,
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procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—
because he considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one
person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as
the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers
and foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear
that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that
they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is,
they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign.
Instead of facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always
ready to receive from God and to give to others.
[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure
to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief
comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.
35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may
open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those
slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten
his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If
he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so,
blessed are those slaves.
39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief
was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN'S SERMON
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SERMON

Pastor Ryan Radtke

HYMN OF THE DAY O Christ the Same (LONDONDERRY AIR) (WOV 778)
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CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS
A: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in
prayer. [Brief silence]
A: Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel
with your Spirit. Equip your flock to speak your word of promise and hope in
the midst of fear and uncertainty. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
A: Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sustain
our earthly home. In places of famine, provide nourishment. In places of
plenty, fashion us to be good stewards of your bounty. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
A: Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in
places torn by strife and violence. Raise up courageous leaders to govern
with compassion and justice. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
A: Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for
your steadfast love. Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry
out to you (especially). Help us to trust your promise and not be afraid.
Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
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A: Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to strive
for the way of peace. Strengthen the outreach ministries of this
congregation and all who care for those in need. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
A: With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in
you. As they placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your
promise of new life. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
A: Heavenly Father, You have generously blessed us with families. Thank you for
your guidance and protection. As you love and care for us, may we also
always love and care for our families and keep them in our prayers. We pray
this week for the Norman, Pfohl and Philp families as well as our Messiah
family. May You keep us all from danger and sickness and guard our hearts
so that we are reminded of Your Grace. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in
your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
C: Amen.
PEACE-IN-PLACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
**Please share signs of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only. If any are not comfortable
making physical contact during the peace, please share peace in other ways.

THE GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let us pray.
C: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast
on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear
fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. Amen
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal
your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth
are full of your glory.
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise
to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of
the prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who
proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was obedient to your
will, even to giving his life.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.
C: Christ has died.
Christ has risen.
Christ will come again.
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P: Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord
offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his
coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and
blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with
all your saints in light.
C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he
comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
C: Amen.
*LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P:
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
C:
Thanks be to God.
COMMUNION
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray.
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed
us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and
stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of
Jesus.
C: Amen
BLESSING
P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life this day and always.
C: Amen
SENDING SONG Have No Fear, Little Flock (ELW 764)

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

(Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S)
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*******************************************************************************************
Pianist:
Lay Assistants:
Lectors:
Acolyte:
Greeters:
Ushers
Altar Guild:
Counters:
Live Streamer:

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, August 7, 2022
Debbie Walker
(1st Lay Asst) Marilyn Gunn (2nd Lay Asst.) Gladys Hubert
Gladys Hubert
Max Williams
Becky Collie
Daren Williams and Max Williams
Donna Combs and Dianne Absher
Marilyn Gunn & Gordon Gunn
Valerie Williams

*******************************************************************************************

Altar Flowers:
Given by Teresa Gigante in honor of families.
*******************************************************************************************
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH
Aug 7
Aug 14
Aug 17
Aug 17
Aug 21
Aug 28

Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)
Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)
PAL Group
MLC Council Meeting
Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)
Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)

10:45 AM
10:45 AM
9 AM – 12 PM
6:15 PM
10:45 AM
10:45 AM

Announcements
PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS
Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week. To set up
an appointment with Pastor Ryan please call or email at 507360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com.
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WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE
Here is this week’s information based on our 2022 budget.
 Contributions to the general fund averaged $3,092.67
(down from $3,114.96 through July 31, 2022).
 We are $30,359.22 behind the year-to-date budget needs.
(increasing from $28,711.22)
 Weekly budget need is $4,072.
CAN YOU HELP?
MCEF will again have "Back to School" shopping for the children
of our clients. We will be helping families with school supplies as
well as clothing needs. You can help by donating school
supplies of any kind. See the bulletin board if you need
suggestions. We will have a box in the narthex or you can place
them in the MCEF basket. Any extra items will be donated to
"Tools for Teachers". THANK YOU!
MIDWEEK MESSAGES
Please stay tuned to your emails, or keep a tab open for
Messiah’s website or Facebook page, to check in for weekly
midweek messages from Pastor Ryan for the rest of the summer.
He will be sharing some reflections from the book Betrayal:
German Churches and the Holocaust as a framework to discuss
a recent upswing of conversation in the public square around
the idea of “Christian Nationalism.”
CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY
Please hold our denomination, the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, in prayer, as the 2022 Churchwide Assembly takes
place August 8-12 in Columbus, OH. The assembly will worship
together, hear reports, vote on elections and budgets, hear
proposals from various Synods, and conduct other business.
NEXT PAL MEETING (August 17, 2022)
Messiah’s quilting group will continue to meet during the
summer. If you are unable to attend contact either Glady (814)
449-1392 or Cheryl (804) 366-0074. Decision to cancel will be
made if there are only a couple attending for any of the
summer dates. We will continue to put together quilt squares for
tops and assemble quilts.
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BIBLE STUDY: WOMEN IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
Join Pastor Kelly Bayer Derrick on Zoom for a Bible study, for five
Tuesdays: September 6-Ocotber 4, 7:00-8:15 pm. The Gospel of
John is filled with stories of Jesus' encounters with women –
Mary, the Mother of Jesus; Martha of Bethany; the Samaritan
woman at the well; Mary Magdalene; and many others. From
these experiences, we learn much about Jesus (Martha tells us
he is "the Messiah, the Son of God"!) and much about how Jesus
calls us all to follow, to witness, and to lead (Mary Magdalene is
the first to proclaim: "I have seen the Lord!"). Expanded from
Pastor Kelly's Power in the Spirit Workshop, this study invites
participants to dig deeper.
Participants are welcome to attend just one session or all five.
Go to vasynod.org and look for “Upcoming Events” to register.
COVID PROTOCOLS UPDATE FROM COUNCIL
The newest community levels posted by the CDC have Hanover
County still in the “high" category for COVID cases. According
to the protocols the Church Council set if numbers were to
reach this level again, we will be requiring masks for all activities
in the building. Once we drop down to and stay in “Medium”
for two weeks, we’ll go back to masks encouraged; two weeks
in the low range and we’ll lift restrictions and recommendations.
We will continue to monitor the reports and keep you all posted.
Please continue to pray for those who are sick and their families,
for our community, and for this latest wave to be the last.
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