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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 
 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost            September 11, 2022 
 

*Congregation please stand if able 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

  

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 

confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the 
church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 

http://www.mlcas.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/
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*GATHERING SONG Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THE GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 
 

C: O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself 

all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we 

may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain 

our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  
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FIRST LESSON: Exodus 32:7-14                               Lector 
 

A reading from Exodus. 
 

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf 

to worship. Today’s reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry 

God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that the Israelites are God’s own 

people, and boldly asks for mercy for them. 
 

7The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought 

up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to 

turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves 

an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These 

are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9The 

LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now 

let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume 

them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 

 11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your 

wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt 

with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It 

was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and 

to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; 

change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember 

Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own 

self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, 

and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they 

shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster 

that he planned to bring on his people. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND LESSON:  1 Timothy 1:12-17             Lector 
 

A reading from 1 Timothy. 
 

The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they 

contain advice especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy 

shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that 

even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God. 
 

12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he 

judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was 

formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received 

mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord 

overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is 

sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
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save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received 

mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost 

patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him 

for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be 

honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-10 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being 

found and sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of 

whom is so precious to God that their recovery brings joy in heaven. 
 

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 
2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow 

welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep 

and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go 

after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his 

shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends 

and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep 

that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 

who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

 8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not 

light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she 

has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with 

me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in 

the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

 

SERMON                                                                                      Pastor Ryan Radtke 

 

* HYMN OF THE DAY  I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me (ELW 860) 
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BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS AND PRAYER FOR THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR 

 

*PRAYERS 
 

A: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us 

gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good 

creation. [Brief silence] 
 

A: Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your 

church with faith and love, and give understanding hearts to those who 

work to strengthen our ecumenical and interreligious commitments. God of 

grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. 

As the seasons change, renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and 

habitats. Bless us with bountiful harvests that all may share. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. 

Teach wisdom to our elected leaders so that we know peace in our world, 

peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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A: Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out 

those who are lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with 

addiction or illness. Provide for those in any need (especially). God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, 

and hearts. Build up the ministries of this community, that we serve our 

neighbors and welcome the stranger in your name. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us 

thankful hearts for those who have been examples of faith in our lives, and 

receive us with joy when we come to share eternal life with you. God of 

grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Heavenly Father, You have generously blessed us with families. Thank you for 

your guidance and protection. As you love and care for us, may we also 

always love and care for our families and keep them in our prayers. We pray 

this week for the Walton, Warmbrod and Weaver families as well as our 

Messiah family. May You keep us all from danger and sickness and guard 

our hearts so that we are reminded of Your Grace. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, 

we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

*PEACE-IN-PLACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

THE GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish 

us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious 

presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you.  
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P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 

by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 

great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 

and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 

cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 

his coming in glory. 
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P: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 

in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

*BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 
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SENDING SONG  I Come with Joy (ELW 482) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  (Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 

 

******************************************************************************************* 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, September 11, 2022 

Pianist:  Debbie Walker 

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst) Becky Collie (2nd Lay Asst.) Lois Schroeder 

Lectors:  Lois Schroeder 

Acolyte:  Will Radtke 

Greeters:  Sharon Addair 

Ushers  Roger Schroeder & Jake Addair 

Altar Guild:  Gladys Hubert & Rosalee Cline 

Counters:  Becky Collie & Leroy Deere 

Live Streamer: Heather Williams 
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******************************************************************************************* 
 

Altar Flowers:  
 

Given by Erna Jung to honor her five grandchildren. 
 

******************************************************************************************* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week.  To set up 

an appointment with Pastor Ryan please call or email at 507-360-

7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Here is this week’s information based on our 2022 budget. 

 Contributions to the general fund averaged $3,317.02 (up 

from $3,223.42 through September 4, 2022). 

 We are $30,496.22 behind the year-to-date budget needs. 

(increasing from $29,700.22) 

 Weekly budget need is $4,072. 

 

T-SHIRTS, SWAG, & FELLOWSHIP TIME TODAY 

If you ordered a T-Shirt, please stop at the table in the narthex on 

the way out of church to pick it up and pay for it.  Whether you 

ordered a T-shirt or not, please stop at the table in the narthex on 

the way out of church to pick up some other goodies we have 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH 
 

Sep 11 Rally Day 

  Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)     10:45 AM 

Sep 14 Women’s Bible Study       6:30 PM 

Sep 18 Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)     10:45 AM 

Sep 21 PAL Meeting        9 AM – 12 PM 

  Council Meeting        6:15 PM 

Sep 23  Family Game Night       7:00 PM 

Sep 28 Women’s Bible Study       6:30 PM 

 

Announcements 

mailto:messiahmechpr@gmail.com
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to share as a way to kick off this new year!  And please head 

down to the Fellowship Hall for some Fellowship Time with yummy 

snacks, good conversation, and – of course – great company.   

 

MIDWEEK MESSAGES 

This week will be Pastor Ryan’s last reflection on the book 

Betrayal:  German Churches and the Holocaust, as a framework 

to discuss a recent upswing of conversation in the public square 

around the idea of “Christian Nationalism.” 

 

NEW ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION SERIES 

You are invited to join in the conversation on a new series – 

Teaching Christ to Christians:  The Book of Colossians.  We’ll 

spend a few weeks making our way through this New Testament 

letter and learning from its context that is surprising similar to our 

own. 

 

PAL MEETINGS 

Messiah’s quilting group will continue to meet post-summer. If 

you are unable to attend contact either Glady (814) 449-1392 or 

Cheryl (804) 366-0074. Decision to cancel will be made if there 

are only a couple attending. We will continue to put together 

quilt squares for tops and assemble quilts. Upcoming dates: 

September 21 and October 5. 

 

FAMILY GAME NIGHT 

You are invited to Family Game Night on September 23 at 

7:00pm. Everyone is welcome to fellowship, play and get to 

know a part of the family of God. Please bring your favorite 

game and a snack to share; drinks will be provided. Tables will 

be set up in the fellowship hall and narthex to accommodate 

everyone. If you are bringing preschoolers, please note on the 

sign-up sheet in the narthex so we can male some special 

preparations for these special family members. Come, have fun 

and give thanks to God for His family. 

 

BIBLE STUDY: WOMEN IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 

Join Pastor Kelly Bayer Derrick on Zoom for a Bible study, for five 

Tuesdays:  September 6-Ocotber 4, 7:00-8:15 pm.  The Gospel of 

John is filled with stories of Jesus' encounters with women – Mary, 

the Mother of Jesus; Martha of Bethany; the Samaritan woman 

at the well; Mary Magdalene; and many others. From these 

experiences, we learn much about Jesus (Martha tells us he is 

"the Messiah, the Son of God"!) and much about how Jesus calls 
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us all to follow, to witness, and to lead (Mary Magdalene is the 

first to proclaim: "I have seen the Lord!"). Expanded from Pastor 

Kelly's Power in the Spirit Workshop, this study invites participants 

to dig deeper. Participants are welcome to attend just one 

session or all five.  Go to vasynod.org and look for “Upcoming 

Events” to register. 

 

A SIMPLE WAY TO EVANGELIZE 

LIKE, LOVE, SHARE Messiah’s Facebook or Instagram posts! It’s 

that simple. Every day there are posts made to our Facebook 

Page, https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/,  that include 

a post on that day’s liturgical reading along with a Christian 

inspiration post that is also posted to our Instagram Page, 

https://www.instagram.com/messiahmech/. LIKE, LOVE, SHARE.  

Evangelism can be that simple. 

 

MCEF VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

MCEF needs Volunteers to help seniors in Mechanicsville:  MCEF 

needs volunteer ride coordinators and drivers for seniors and 

disabled persons who can no longer drive themselves. MCEF's 

Senior Rides program helps our seniors and disabled stay in their 

homes by giving rides to medical appointments, to the grocery 

store or to do personal business. Ride coordinators schedule the 

rides and inform the drivers of the needed rides. Volunteer drivers 

use their own vehicles and choose the rides to fit their schedule. 

Drivers are reimbursed $.50 per mile to offset the cost of gas. If 

you can share a few hours each month and have a desire to 

help our seniors please contact MCEF Senior Rides at (804) 357-

9360, or by email at: <mailto:Office@4mcef.com> 

Office@4mcef.com.   
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Road 

Mechanicsville, Virginia 23111 

(804)746-7134 

 
web page: www.MessiahMech.com 

e-mail:  MessiahMech@gmail.com 
 

The Rev. Ryan Radtke, Pastor 

 

2022 CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS 
President   Teresa Gigante 

Vice President   Anita Philp 

Secretary   Heather Williams 

Treasurer   Shawn Warmbrod 

Financial Secretary  Bill Weaver 

Parish Nurse   Sue Gilnett, RN 

 

2022 CHURCH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES/LIAISONS 
Christian Formation  Anita Philp 

Evangelism   Heather Williams 

Fellowship   Marilyn Gunn 

Finance    Teresa Gigante 

Property    Roger Schroeder 

Social Ministry   Dianne Absher 

Stewardship   Diana Sondor 

Worship    Debbie Walker 

 

Messiah's Mission Statement:  

“To share the good news of Jesus Christ and to invite all  

to join us in faith, worship, and service.”  


