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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 
 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost            September 18, 2022 
 

*Congregation please stand if able 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

  

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 

confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the 
church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 

http://www.mlcas.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/
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*GATHERING SONG By Gracious Powers   (ELW 626) 

 
 

*THE GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  



 

 4 

KYRIE           (ELW p. 147) 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE        (ELW p. 148) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 
 

C: God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one 

another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and 

our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen.  



 

 6 

FIRST LESSON: Amos 8:4-7                               Lector 
 

A reading from Amos. 
 

Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Peace 

and prosperity in Israel led to corrupt business practices and oppression of the 

poor. The prophet declares that God will not tolerate such a situation. 
 

 4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 

  and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 

 5saying, “When will the new moon be over 

  so that we may sell grain; 

 and the sabbath, 

  so that we may offer wheat for sale? 

 We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 

  and practice deceit with false balances, 

 6buying the poor for silver 

  and the needy for a pair of sandals, 

  and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 

 

 7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 

 Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND LESSON:  1 Timothy 2:1-7             Lector 
 

A reading from 1 Timothy. 
 

The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many 

practical matters, such as church administration and worship. The church’s 

focused prayer for others is an expression of the single-minded passion God has 

toward us in Jesus. 

 
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, 

so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 
3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires 

everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For  

 there is one God; 

  there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 

 Christ Jesus, himself human, 

  6who gave himself a ransom for all 

—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an 

apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith 

and truth. 
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L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer 

and then is commended by him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders 

why his own followers are less creative and diligent in their stewardship given 

that they are managers of a far more valuable household. 

 
1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, 

and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 
2So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give 

me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager 

any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my 

master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and 

I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed 

as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his 

master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my 

master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your 

bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much 

do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, 

‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest 

manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more 

shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I 

tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when 

it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 

 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is 

dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been 

faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if 

you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you 

what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate 

the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. 

You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

 

SERMON                                                                                      Pastor Ryan Radtke 
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* HYMN OF THE DAY  Rise Up, O Saints of God!   (ELW 669) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

APOSTLE'S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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*PRAYERS 
 

A: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us 

gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good 

creation. [Brief silence] 
 

A: God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those 

preparing for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, 

teachers, seminarians, and all those who share your good news with the 

world. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your 

creation. Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and 

guide those who work to develop sustainable practices. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and 

compassion so that all may live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow 

the example of courageous leaders and safeguard the dignity of each 

person. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice 

into economic and social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. 

Sustain food ministries, clothing banks, and emergency shelters. Provide aid 

to all who are in need of any kind, especially… God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. 

Instruct us in the proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we 

share generously. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for 

the witness of those who have gone before us, and bring us with them to the 

heavenly feast that has no end. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Heavenly Father, You have generously blessed us with families. Thank you for 

your guidance and protection. As you love and care for us, may we also 

always love and care for our families and keep them in our prayers. We pray 

this week for the Whirley, Wightman and Williams families as well as our 

Messiah family. May You keep us all from danger and sickness and guard 

our hearts so that we are reminded of Your Grace. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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A: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, 

we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

*PEACE-IN-PLACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

THE GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish 

us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious 

presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 

by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        (ELW p. 153) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 

great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 

and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 

cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 

his coming in glory. 
 

P: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION 
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 

in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

*BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 

 

SENDING SONG  Let Justice Flow like Streams   (ELW 717) 
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*DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  (Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 

 

******************************************************************************************* 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, September 18, 2022 

Pianist:  Debbie Walker 

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst) Dianne Absher (2nd Lay Asst.) Sally Bennett 

Lectors:  Sally Bennett 

Acolyte:  Kate Radtke 

Greeters:  Jean Martin 

Ushers  Gordon Gunn & James Anderson 

Altar Guild:  Gladys Hubert & Rosalee Cline 

Counters:  Sharon & Jake Addair 

Live Streamer: James Anderson 
 

******************************************************************************************* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week.  To set up an appointment with Pastor 

Ryan please call or email at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Here is this week’s information based on our 2022 budget. 

 Contributions to the general fund averaged $3,201.53 (down from $3,317.02 through 

September 4, 2022). 

 We are $32,207.22 behind the year-to-date budget needs. (increasing from 

$30,496.22 22) 

 Weekly budget need is $4,072.  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH 
 

Sep 18 Christian Formation       9:15 AM 

Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)     10:45 AM 

Sep 21 PAL Meeting        9 AM – 12 PM 

  Council Meeting        6:15 PM 

Sep 23  Family Game Night       7:00 PM 

Sep 25 Christian Formation       9:15 AM 

Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)     10:45 AM 

Sep 28 Women’s Bible Study       6:30 PM 

Announcements 

mailto:messiahmechpr@gmail.com
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PLEASE WELCOME OUR GUEST 

Mark Gottschalk, a representative from Thrivent Financial, will be speaking briefly today 

about how Thrivent members can give back. He will also be available after service to 

answer any questions. 
 

MCEF UPDATE 

July was a busy month providing food and clothing to 121 households in Mechanicsville, 

financial assistance to 7 families and 114 rides for seniors. Current food needs include just 

about any food items except canned corn or green beans. Linen closet needs include 

towels and queen sized sheets. Fall and winter clothing is being accepted, we ask that 

donations be clean, current styles and in good condition. Donations are accepted the 1st 

and 3rd Sundays of the month, 2:00 - 3:30. Many thanks to all who donate in any way to 

help our neighbors in need. 
 

LETTER JOCKEY REMINDER 

The Letter Jockey sign-up sheet is located in the narthex on the bulletin board. There are 

suggestions for the sign and letters in the tall cabinet in the fellowship hall. Please take a 

picture after you change the sign and send it to Donna Shaw at dmshaw70@gmail.com. If 

you have any questions please call Linda Mahovtas 804.387.5674. 
 

MIDWEEK MESSAGES 

The final edition is available on the church website of Pastor Ryan’s series on the book 

Betrayal:  German Churches and the Holocaust, as a framework to discuss a recent 

upswing of conversation in the public square around the idea of “Christian Nationalism.” 
 

NEW ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION SERIES 

You are invited to join in the conversation on a new series – Teaching Christ to Christians:  

The Book of Colossians.  We’ll spend a few weeks making our way through this New 

Testament letter and learning from its context that is surprising similar to our own. 
 

MLC T-SHIRT ORDERS 

If you haven’t picked up your t-shirt order, please see Donna Shaw after church today. If 

you’re paying by check, don’t forget to include ‘t-shirt order’ on the check memo line. 

Many thanks to all who ordered a shirt! We hope you enjoy wearing them as you go out 

and about! 
 

PAL MEETINGS 

Messiah’s quilting group will continue to meet post-summer. If you are unable to attend 

contact either Glady (814) 449-1392 or Cheryl (804) 366-0074. Decision to cancel will be 

made if there are only a couple attending. We will continue to put together quilt squares 

for tops and assemble quilts. Upcoming dates: September 21 and October 5. 
 

FAMILY GAME NIGHT 

You are invited to Family Game Night on September 23 at 7:00pm. Everyone is welcome to 

fellowship, play and get to know a part of the family of God. Please bring your favorite 

game and a snack to share; drinks will be provided. Tables will be set up in the fellowship 

hall and narthex to accommodate everyone. If you are bringing preschoolers, please note 

on the sign-up sheet in the narthex so we can male some special preparations for these 

special family members. Come, have fun and give thanks to God for His family..  

mailto:dmshaw70@gmail.com
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Road 

Mechanicsville, Virginia 23111 

(804)746-7134 

 
web page: www.MessiahMech.com 

e-mail:  MessiahMech@gmail.com 
 

The Rev. Ryan Radtke, Pastor 

 

2022 CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS 
President   Teresa Gigante 

Vice President   Anita Philp 

Secretary   Heather Williams 

Treasurer   Shawn Warmbrod 

Financial Secretary  Bill Weaver 

Parish Nurse   Sue Gilnett, RN 

 

2022 CHURCH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES/LIAISONS 
Christian Formation  Anita Philp 

Evangelism   Heather Williams 

Fellowship   Marilyn Gunn 

Finance    Teresa Gigante 

Property    Roger Schroeder 

Social Ministry   Dianne Absher 

Stewardship   Diana Sondor 

Worship    Debbie Walker 

 

Messiah's Mission Statement:  

“To share the good news of Jesus Christ and to invite all to join us in faith, 

worship, and service.”  


