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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 
 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost                 October 2, 2022 
 

*Congregation please stand if able 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

  

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 

confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the 
church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 

http://www.mlcas.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/


 

 3 

*GATHERING SONG  Great Is the Lord 

 

 
 

 

*THE GREETING     (ELW p. 147) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  
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KYRIE           (ELW p. 147) 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE        (ELW p. 148) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 
 

C: Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in 

faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we 

may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  



 

 6 

FIRST LESSON: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4                               Lector 
 

A reading from Habakkuk. 
 

Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this 

prophet to lament: How can a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world 

and seemingly remain indifferent? God answers by proclaiming that the 

righteous will live by faith. 
 

1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 

 2O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 

  and you will not listen? 

 Or cry to you “Violence!” 

  and you will not save? 

 3Why do you make me see wrongdoing 

  and look at trouble? 

 Destruction and violence are before me; 

  strife and contention arise. 

 4So the law becomes slack 

  and justice never prevails. 

 The wicked surround the righteous— 

  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 

 2:1I will stand at my watchpost, 

  and station myself on the rampart; 

 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 

  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 

 2Then the LORD answered me and said: 

 Write the vision; 

  make it plain on tablets, 

  so that a runner may read it. 

 3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 

  it speaks of the end, and does not lie. 

 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 

  it will surely come, it will not delay. 

 4Look at the proud! 

  Their spirit is not right in them, 

  but the righteous live by their faith. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND LESSON:  2 Timothy 1:1-14             Lector 
 

A reading from 2 Timothy. 
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This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the 

face of hardship and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of 

God. He is encouraged to exercise that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of 

life that is in Christ Jesus, 

 2To Timothy, my beloved child:  

  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my 

ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 
4Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am 

reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois 

and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6For this reason I 

remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of 

my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of 

power and of love and of self-discipline. 

 

 8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his 

prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of 

God, 9who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 

works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us 

in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has now been revealed through 

the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life 

and immortality to light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a 

herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I 

am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure 

that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold to 

the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and 

love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with 

the help of the Holy Spirit living in us 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        (ELW p. 151) 
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*GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith 

and the duties of discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of 

servants whose actions are responses to their identity rather than works seeking 

reward. 
 

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had 

faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 

uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 

 7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing 

or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the 

table’? 8Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your 

apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9Do 

you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10So you also, when you 

have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we 

have done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

 

SERMON                                                                                      Pastor Ryan Radtke 
 

* HYMN OF THE DAY   O Master, Let Me Walk with You    (ELW 818) 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS 
 

A: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us 

gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good 

creation. [Brief silence] 
 

A: We pray for your holy church in every place and for those who serve 

following the example of Christ (rostered and lay leaders may be named). 

Help them to live by faith and walk by the light of your gospel. God of 

grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster (especially): relieve those 

affected by floods, wildfires, droughts, earthquakes, tornadoes, and 

hurricanes. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer.  
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A: For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: grant our leaders 

self-discipline in all things, and inspire them with love for your people. God of 

grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect: heal those who have been 

harmed and protect those who are vulnerable. For all who are sick 

(especially). God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: For this and every congregation: rekindle your gifts within your people, and 

inspire councils, committees, and individuals to plan and work together that 

all may know your love. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: In thanksgiving that you have abolished death, and for the saints who have 

died. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God of relationship, eternal three-in-one, thank You for blessing us with the 

families in our lives, of all configurations. When we are down, they are lift us 

up. We know that You make Yourself known in our lives through them. This 

week we pray especially for the Anderson , Anton and Arnold families as well 

as our Messiah family. We are never alone, because You are here with us 

through our loved ones. Thank You for showing us that love and care can be 

found anywhere, especially in our families, and help us share Your love in 

turn. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, 

we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

*PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

THE GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish 

us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious 

presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen  
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING        (ELW p. 152) 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 

by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        (ELW p. 153) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 

great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 

and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 

cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 

his coming in glory. 
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P: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER         (ELW p. 154) 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION SONG        (ELW p. 154) 
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 

in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

*BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 

 

SENDING SONG  Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises    (ELW 535) 
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*DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  (Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 
 

******************************************************************************************* 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, October 2, 2022 
Pianist:  Debbie Walker 
Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst) Lois Schroeder (2nd Lay Asst.) Anita Philp 
Lectors:  Anita Philp 
Acolyte:  Abby Schroeder 
Greeters:  Sharon Addair 
Ushers  Jake Addair & Gordon Gunn 
Altar Guild:  Becky Collie & Linda Mahovtas 
Counters:  Becky Collie & Leroy Deere 
Live Streamer: Teresa Gigante 
 

******************************************************************************************* 

  OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH 
 

Oct 2  Christian Formation       9:15 AM 
Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)     10:45 AM 

Oct 5  PAL Group         9:00 AM 
Oct 7  Secretary on vacation (Office Closed) 
Oct 9  Christian Formation       9:15 AM 

Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)     10:45 AM 
Shepherd’s Team Meeting      11:45 AM 

Oct 10 Columbus Day – Office Closed 
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PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week.  To set up an appointment with 

Pastor Ryan please call or email at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 
 

CALLING ALL SINGERS 

Now that most Covid restrictions are lifting, we’ve been able to restore a lot of the 

worship practices we’ve been missing at church, like receiving Communion at the altar 

rail and singing all the liturgical music.  Now it’s time to see about building the choir 

back up again!  If you would like to be a part of the choir, or have any questions about 

it, please contact Debbie Walker.  This is an open invitation – whether you’ve sung in 

Messiah’s choir, some other choir, or no choir – all are welcome!  Thanks for sharing your 

gifts!  
 

TEACHING CHRIST TO CHRISTIANS – THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS 

You are invited and encouraged to join in the conversation as we make our way 

through the letter to the Colossians.  We’ll spend a few weeks discussing how it helped 

to ground new Christians in the core of the faith in the midst of a confusing climate of 

competing claims – not too different from today! 
 

LETTER JOCKEY REMINDER 

The Letter Jockey sign-up sheet is located in the narthex on the bulletin board. There 

are suggestions for the sign and letters in the tall cabinet in the fellowship hall. Please 

take a picture after you change the sign and send it to Donna Shaw at 

dmshaw70@gmail.com. If you have any questions please call Linda Mahovtas 

804.387.5674. 
 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE – MULTIPLE AREAS IN NEED 

There have been a slew of situations in recent days that are in need of relief and help.  

Please visit the ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response website to see how you can help in 

these places: 

• Puerto Rico & the Caribbean, in the wake of Hurricane Fiona 

• Alaska, for flooding following Typhoon Merbok 

• Japan, for flooding following Typhoon Nanmadol on the southern island of Kyushu 

• Papua New Guinea (our Virginia Synod Companion Synod) after the 7.7 earthquake 

• Pakistan in the wake of historic flooding 

• Check back for information related to Hurricane Ian 

  

Announcements 

mailto:messiahmechpr@gmail.com
mailto:dmshaw70@gmail.com
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Road 

Mechanicsville, Virginia 23111 

(804)746-7134 

 
web page: www.MessiahMech.com 

e-mail:  MessiahMech@gmail.com 
 

The Rev. Ryan Radtke, Pastor 

 

2022 CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS 
President   Teresa Gigante 

Vice President   Anita Philp 

Secretary   Heather Williams 

Treasurer   Shawn Warmbrod 

Financial Secretary  Bill Weaver 

Parish Nurse   Sue Gilnett, RN 

 

2022 CHURCH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES/LIAISONS 
Christian Formation  Anita Philp 

Evangelism   Heather Williams 

Fellowship   Marilyn Gunn 

Finance    Teresa Gigante 

Property    Roger Schroeder 

Social Ministry   Dianne Absher 

Stewardship   Diana Sondor 

Worship    Debbie Walker 

 

Messiah's Mission Statement:  

“To share the good news of Jesus Christ and to invite all  

to join us in faith, worship, and service.”  


