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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 
 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost                 October 16, 2022 
 

*Congregation please stand if able 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 

forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 

failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 

Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen.  

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the 
church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 

http://www.mlcas.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/
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*GATHERING SONG          (ELW 669) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*THE GREETING                    (ELW p. 147) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE           (ELW p. 147) 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE        (ELW p. 148) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 
 

C: O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear 

our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek 

your enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 32:22-31                               Lector 
 

A reading from Genesis. 
 

Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his 

brother’s birthright and his father’s blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a 

divine adversary who ultimately blesses him and changes his name to “Israel,” a 

name that means “he wrestles with God.” 
 

22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his 

eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent 

them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24Jacob was left 

alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25When the man saw that 

he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s 

hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for 
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the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 
27So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the 

man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven 

with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, 

“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And 

there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have 

seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as 

he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON:  2 Timothy 3:14--4:5           Lector 
 

A reading from 2 Timothy. 
 

The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague 

in ministry, by emphasizing the importance of faithful teaching despite 

opposition. 
 

14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it, 15and how from childhood you have known 

the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17so that everyone who 

belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

 4:1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and 

the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 
2proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or 

unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in 

teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound 

doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers 

to suit their own desires, 4and will turn away from listening to the truth and 

wander away to myths. 5As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the 

work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        (ELW p. 151) 
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*GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. 

Jesus is calling God’s people to cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an 

unethical judge will ultimately grant the plea of a persistent widow, how much 

more will God respond to those who call. 
 

1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to 

lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared 

God nor had respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept 

coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 4For a while 

he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no 

respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her 

justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6And the 

Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice 

to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping 

them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of 

Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 

SERMON                                                                                      Pastor Ryan Radtke 

 

* HYMN OF THE DAY        (ELW 790)    
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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*PRAYERS 

A: In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of 

God’s creation. [Brief silence] 
 

A: For all the baptized, that they become skilled in compassion and grace and 

equipped to share the good news with all. Grant your followers persistence 

in proclamation and prayer. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: For air and sky, clouds and sun, that they provide rain to parched land and 

relief to flooded ground. Renew and restore our polluted atmosphere and 

empower us to be worthy stewards of creation. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: For judges, juries, and all who work in the judicial system, that they desire 

wisdom, seek truth, rule with fairness, and have the courage to do what is 

right. Eliminate oppression and injustice in our criminal justice system. Hear 

us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: For all who are lonely, especially those who have newly arrived in an 

unfamiliar city or country, political prisoners without recourse to justice, 

hospital patients without visitors, and any who are ill or grief-stricken.  We 

especially lift up today… Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: For those in our congregation and community engaged in advocacy work, 

that with the persistence of the widow, they lift their voices in seeking justice 

on behalf of others. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: For those who have taught us faith and now rest in your heavenly peace, 

that we remember and give thanks for these saints who shared the gospel 

through word and deed. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of relationship, eternal three-in-one, thank You for blessing us with the 

families in our lives, of all configurations. When we are down, they lift us up. 

We know that You make Yourself known in our lives through them. This week 

we pray especially for the Blosser, Bradley-Combs and Buckholz families as 

well as our Messiah family. We are never alone, because You are here with 

us through our loved ones. Thank You for showing us that love and care can 

be found anywhere, especially in our families, and help us share Your love in 

turn. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O 

God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen.  
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*PEACE          (ELW p. 152) 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING           (ELW p. 152) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish 

us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious 

presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING        (ELW p. 152) 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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*PREFACE           (ELW p. 153) 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 

by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        (ELW p. 153) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 

great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 

and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 

cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 

his coming in glory. 
 

P: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER         (ELW p. 154) 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION      (ELW p. 153) 

P:  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION SONG   LAMB OF GOD    (ELW p. 154) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

COMMUNION 
 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION  THANKFUL HEARTS AND VOICES RAISE  (ELW 207) 
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 

in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

*BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 

SENDING SONG  SOON AND VERY SOON    (ELW 439) 
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*DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  (Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 

 

******************************************************************************************* 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, October 16, 2022 
Pianist:  Debbie Walker 
Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst) Becky Collie (2nd Lay Asst.) Gladys Hubert 
Lectors:  Gladys Hubert 
Acolyte:  Max Williams 
Greeters:  Sally Bennett 
Ushers  Daren Williams & Jake Addair 
Altar Guild:  Becky Collie & Linda Mahovtas 
Counters:  Sharon & Jake Addair 
Live Streamer: Valerie Williams 

******************************************************************************************* 

Altar Flowers: 

Given by Debbie Walker to the Glory of God. 
 
 

******************************************************************************************* 

 

  

 

 

 
  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH 
Oct 16 Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)    10:45 AM 
Oct 19 PAL Group        9:00-12:00 PM 
Oct 22 Women’s Bible Study      6:30 PM 
Oct 23 Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)    10:45 AM 
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PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be attending the Synod’s Gathering of the Ministerium the first half of the week.  

To set up an appointment with Pastor Ryan in the second half of the week, please call or email 

at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 
 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Here is this week’s information based on our 2022 budget. 

 Contributions to the general fund averaged$3,129.58 (down from $3,137.81 through 

October 9, 2022). 

 We are $38,639.41 behind the year-to-date budget needs. (increasing from $37,367.41) 

 Weekly budget need is $4,072. 
 

MCEF UPDATES 

The month of September saw an increase in numbers of services offered to those in need, 134 

visits to the OSS for food and 169 rides to seniors for doctor visits and other necessary trips.  

Winter clothing in good condition and clean is being accepted. Food items needed include 

jelly, mustard, mayonnaise, ketchup, personal products and items for holiday meals which 

includes stuffing mix, gravy, brownie mix, cake mix and frosting and cranberry sauce. Currently 

the supply of corn and green beans is very adequate. Donations may be made in our grocery 

cart in the narthex or the 1st and 3rd Sunday afternoon at the One Stop Shop from 2:00 to 3:30. 

Mark your calendar to visit No Room at the Inn at our neighbor, Church of the Redeemer Dec 

2-4, see note on the bulletin board in the narthex for details. Please save EGG cartons, 12 

count, preferably styrofoam for the OSS. Many thanks for all your donations, they are greatly 

appreciated. One more thing – Glady Hubert will give a presentation this morning on some of 

MCEF’s other services and volunteer openings, and will be available in the narthex after 

worship to answer questions. 
 

CALLING ALL SINGERS 

Now that most Covid restrictions are lifting, we’ve been able to restore a lot of the worship 

practices we’ve been missing at church, like receiving Communion at the altar rail and singing 

all the liturgical music.  Now it’s time to see about building the choir back up again!  If you 

would like to be a part of the choir, or have any questions about it, please contact Debbie 

Walker.  This is an open invitation – whether you’ve sung in Messiah’s choir, some other choir, or 

no choir – all are welcome!  Thanks for sharing your gifts!  
 

READING THE TEACHER’S GUIDE – MARTIN LUTHER’S LARGE CATECHISM 

Many Lutherans are familiar with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism:  a handy little teaching 

booklet that covers the basics of the Christian faith, including the Ten Commandments, the 

Apostle’s Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, and Holy Communion.  But did you know that 

there is also a Large Catechism?  Over the next few weeks we’ll discuss some highlights from 

Luther’s commentaries during our adult Christian formation time – please join us! 
 

SHEPHERD'S TEAM VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Shepherd's Team is looking for new members for our team. We keep in touch with people 

on our church prayer list through cards, phone calls & if needed visits. We meet quarterly after 

church. No evening meetings. Please prayerfully consider joining us.  

Announcements 

mailto:messiahmechpr@gmail.com
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THANK YOU! 

A member of All Souls Episcopal Church arranged to have our broken front door fixed and also 

covered the cost of the repairs.  They have asked to remain anonymous, but we don’t need to 

conceal our gratitude:  thanks so much to all our brothers and sister in Christ from All Souls! 
 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE – MULTIPLE AREAS IN NEED 

There have been a slew of situations in recent days that are in need of relief and help.  Please 

visit the ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response website to see how you can help in these places: 

• Puerto Rico & the Caribbean, in the wake of Hurricane Fiona 

• Alaska, for flooding following Typhoon Merbok 

• Japan, for flooding following Typhoon Nanmadol on the southern island of Kyushu 

• Papua New Guinea (our Virginia Synod Companion Synod) after the 7.7 earthquake 

• Pakistan in the wake of historic flooding 

• Florida as they recover from Hurricane Ian 


