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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 
 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost                 October 23, 2022 
 

*Congregation please stand if able 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 

forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 

failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 

Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen.  

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the 
church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 

http://www.mlcas.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/
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*GATHERING SONG         (ELW 588) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

*THE GREETING                    (ELW p. 147) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE           (ELW p. 147) 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE        (ELW p. 148) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 
 

C: Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting 

forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the 

earth may find their glory in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22                                   Lector 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

In a time of drought, the people pray for mercy, repenting of their sins and the 

sins of their ancestors. They appeal to God to remember the covenant, to show 

forth God’s power, and to heal their land by sending life-giving rain. 
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 7Although our iniquities testify against us, 
  act, O LORD, for your name’s sake; 
 our apostasies indeed are many, 
  and we have sinned against you. 
 8O hope of Israel, 
  its savior in time of trouble, 
 why should you be like a stranger in the land, 
  like a traveler turning aside for the night? 
 9Why should you be like someone confused, 
  like a mighty warrior who cannot give help? 
 Yet you, O LORD, are in the midst of us, 
  and we are called by your name; 
  do not forsake us! 
 10Thus says the LORD concerning this people: 
 Truly they have loved to wander, 
  they have not restrained their feet; 
 therefore the LORD does not accept them, 
  now he will remember their iniquity 
  and punish their sins. 
 19Have you completely rejected Judah? 
  Does your heart loathe Zion? 
 Why have you struck us down 
  so that there is no healing for us? 
 We look for peace, but find no good; 
  for a time of healing, but there is terror instead. 
 20We acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD, 
  the iniquity of our ancestors, 
  for we have sinned against you. 
 21Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; 
  do not dishonor your glorious throne; 
  remember and do not break your covenant with us. 
 22Can any idols of the nations bring rain? 
  Or can the heavens give showers? 
 Is it not you, O LORD our God? 
  We set our hope on you, 
  for it is you who do all this 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18           Lector 
 

A reading from 2 Timothy. 
 

The conclusion of this letter to a young minister offers a final perspective on life 

from one who faced death. Though others let him down, Paul was sure of his 

faith in the Lord, who stood by him and lent him strength. 
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6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my 

departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 

have kept the faith. 8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, 

and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 
 

 16At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it 

not be counted against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave me 

strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the 

Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will 

rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him 

be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        (ELW p. 151) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*GOSPEL: Luke 18: 9-14 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The coming reign of God will involve unexpected reversals of fortune with 

judgment rooted in mercy. Jesus tells a parable in which the one who humbles 

himself is exalted and the one who exalts his own righteousness is humbled. 
 

9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous and regarded others with contempt:10“Two men went up to the 

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, 

standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 

people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a 

week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, 

would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, 

‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his home 

justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but 

all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 
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SERMON                                                                                      Pastor Ryan Radtke 
 

* HYMN OF THE DAY          (ELW 603) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS 
 

A: In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of 

God’s creation. [Brief silence] 
 

A: God of mercy, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. 

Inspire your church to serve and love all people with the unceasing grace 

you extend to us. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of all creation, you formed a world where even the sparrow finds a 

home. Preserve the beauty and diversity of all creatures with whom we 

share the earth. Lead us to protect all living things. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of peace, you are an ever-present help in time of trouble. Rescue 

families and nations torn apart by violence and warfare. Unite all people 

toward common goals of reconciliation and peace for every person. Hear 

us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of hope, you stand with the suffering and give strength. Comfort your 

people filled with fear or anger, anxiety or shame. Bring healing to all who 

are sick in body, mind, or spirit (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of restoration, you call us to trust in you and not ourselves alone. Make 

this congregation a community of humility and repentance, ready to 

encounter you in love and follow in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of eternal life, to you be the glory forever. We give you thanks for all 

who have fought the good fight, finished the race, kept the faith, and now 

live with you. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of relationship, eternal three-in-one, thank You for blessing us with the 

families in our lives, of all configurations. When we are down, they lift us up. 

We know that You make Yourself known in our lives through them. This week 

we pray especially for the Carr, Cline and Collie families as well as our 

Messiah family. We are never alone, because You are here with us through 

our loved ones. Thank You for showing us that love and care can be found 

anywhere, especially in our families, and help us share Your love in turn. Hear 

us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O 

God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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C: Amen. 
 

*PEACE          (ELW p. 152) 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING   Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish 

us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious 

presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING        (ELW p. 152) 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE           (ELW p. 153) 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 

by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        (ELW p. 153) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 

great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 

and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 

cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 

his coming in glory. 
 

P: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
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*LORD’S PRAYER         (ELW p. 154) 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION      (ELW p. 153) 

P:  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION SONG   LAMB OF GOD    (ELW p. 154) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

COMMUNION 
 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION  THANKFUL HEARTS AND VOICES RAISE  (ELW 207) 
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 

in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

*BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 

SENDING SONG  Praise to You, O God of Mercy    (ELW 208) 
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*DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  (Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 

 

******************************************************************************************* 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, October 23, 2022 
Pianist:  Debbie Walker 
Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst) Dianne Absher (2nd Lay Asst.) Roberta McMillen 
Lectors:  Susie Weaver 
Acolyte:  Will Radtke 
Greeters:  Jean Martin 
Ushers  Bill Weaver & Roger Schroeder 
Altar Guild:  Becky Collie & Linda Mahovtas 
Counters:  Donna Combs & Erna Jung 
Live Streamer: Donna Shaw 

******************************************************************************************* 

Altar Flowers: 

Given by Diana Sondor in honor of her father’s birthday. 
  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH 
Oct 23 Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)    10:45 AM 
Oct 26 Council Meeting       6:15 PM 
  Women’s Bible Study      6:30 PM 
Oct 30 Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)    10:45 AM 
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PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week.  To set up an appointment with Pastor 

Ryan, please call or email at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 
 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Here is this week’s information based on our 2022 budget. 

 Contributions to the general fund averaged$3,129.58 (down from $3,137.81 through 

October 9, 2022). 

 We are $38,639.41 behind the year-to-date budget needs. (increasing from $37,367.41) 

 Weekly budget need is $4,072. 
 

OFRENDA TABLE 

Perhaps you’ve heard of Dia de los Muertos (or seen the Pixar movie Coco).  It’s a holiday 

observed in Mexico and other parts of the Americas that celebrates the lives and memory of 

loved ones who have passed on.  An ofrenda is a display that is set up that often includes 

pictures and mementos of those who have died.  The elements of the ofrenda stem from the 

idea of a celebration of death in life. 

 

The pandemic is one of those global events where the human family has lost vast amounts of 

people.  In both the Episcopal and Lutheran church, people remember those who have 

passed on through the celebration of All Saints Day on November 1st, which coincides each 

year with the ofrendas of Dia de los Muertos.  We also affirm our faith in the promises of eternal 

life, resurrection, and the communion of saints. 

 

This year both All Souls and Messiah Lutheran will remember those we’ve loved and who have 

passed on by building an ofrenda using pictures and mementos you bring in.  Our ofrenda-

building will last from Oct 23rd through November 6th, when we celebrate All Saints Sunday. 

 

Please consider adding to our ofrenda by bringing in a picture or two and any mementos of 

those you’ve loved and see no more.  Let us celebrate their lives and our time with them as we 

also rejoice in Jesus’ gift to us of life everlasting.  We will also have our traditional flower wreath 

and candles on All Saints Sunday, so please send in any names to the office that you would like 

to be included in this year’s commemoration.   

 

CALLING ALL SINGERS 

Now that most Covid restrictions are lifting, we’ve been able to restore a lot of the worship 

practices we’ve been missing at church, like receiving Communion at the altar rail and singing 

all the liturgical music.  Now it’s time to see about building the choir back up again!  If you 

would like to be a part of the choir, or have any questions about it, please contact Debbie 

Walker.  This is an open invitation – whether you’ve sung in Messiah’s choir, some other choir, or 

no choir – all are welcome!  Thanks for sharing your gifts!  
 

SHEPHERD'S TEAM VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Shepherd's Team is looking for new members for our team. We keep in touch with people 

on our church prayer list through cards, phone calls & if needed visits. We meet quarterly after 

church. No evening meetings. Please prayerfully consider joining us. 

Announcements 

mailto:messiahmechpr@gmail.com


 

 16 

 

READING THE TEACHER’S GUIDE – MARTIN LUTHER’S LARGE CATECHISM 

Many Lutherans are familiar with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism:  a handy little teaching 

booklet that covers the basics of the Christian faith, including the Ten Commandments, the 

Apostle’s Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, and Holy Communion.  But did you know that 

there is also a Large Catechism?  Over the next few weeks we’ll discuss some highlights from 

Luther’s commentaries during our adult Christian formation time – please join us! 

 

NEW MEMBERS AND MILESTONES  

We invite you to join us next week as we celebrate in worship together! We will be rejoicing 

together as we baptize four, cheering together as two receive first Communion, and growing 

together as we welcome a healthy group of new members! And it’s Reformation Sunday! So 

many things to thank God for-we hope you’ll be there! 

 

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER - NO ROOM AT THE INN 

Join the 15th Annual No Room at the Inn Gala and Nativities Exhibit & Benefit to End 

Homelessness, December 2-4, 2022 at Church of the Redeemer. A percentage of the proceeds 

for this event is designated for MCEF and will help prevent homelessness in Mechanicsville by 

helping our neighbors with rent and utilities as well as our other community partners serving 

those in need. 
 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE – MULTIPLE AREAS IN NEED 

There are multiple responses in progress to a number of natural disasters around the world and 

within our country.  The Virginia Synod is especially encouraging help to our brothers and sisters 

in the Florida-Bahamas and Caribbean Synods following Hurricanes Maria and Ian.  Please visit 

the Lutheran Disaster Response website at https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-

development/lutheran-disaster-response to see how you can help.   

https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/lutheran-disaster-response
https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/lutheran-disaster-response

