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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 
 

Reformation Sunday                                       October 30, 2022 
 

*Congregation please stand if able 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 

forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 

failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 

Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen.  

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the 
church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 

http://www.mlcas.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/
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*GATHERING SONG         (ACS 979) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM 
 

PRESENTATION          (ELW p. 227) 
 

Pastor:  God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living 

hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word 

God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus 

Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, 
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anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission 

for the life of the world. 
 

Sponsors:  I present Mitchell, Josephine, Vyone, and Winifred for baptism. 
 

Pastor: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do 

you desire to be baptized into Christ? 

Candidate: I do. 
 

Pastor:  Patrick and Emily, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and 

love of God, do you desire to have your children baptized into 

Christ? 

Parents:  I do. 
 

Pastor:  As you bring your children to receive the gift of baptism, you are 

entrusted with responsibilities: to live with them among God's faithful 

people, bring them to the word of God and the holy supper, teach 

them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

place in their hands the holy scriptures, and nurture them in faith 

and prayer, so that your children may learn to trust God, proclaim 

Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God 

made, and work for justice and peace. Do you promise to help your 

children grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents: I do. 
 

Pastor:  Sponsors, do you promise to nurture these persons in the Christian 

faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in 

the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 

Sponsors:  I do. 
 

Pastor:  People of God, do you promise to support Winifred, Vyone, 

Josephine, and Mitchell, and pray for them in their new life in Christ? 

People:  We do. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH        (ELW p. 229) 
 

Pastor:  I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess 

the faith of the church. 
 

Pastor:  Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

All:  I renounce them. 
 

Pastor:  Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

All:  I renounce them. 
 

Pastor:  Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

All:  I renounce them. 
 

Pastor:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
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All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

All:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, Who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 

into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 

Pastor:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

All:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT       (ELW p. 230) 
 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor:  Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice 

thundered over the waters at creation. You water the mountains 

and send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all living things. 

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to 

safety. Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery to 

freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them with water from the 

rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised 

land.  
 

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has 

carried us to safety and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, 

and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ has brought us over 

to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Pour 

out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the 

baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer 

slave and free, no longer male and female, but one with all the 

baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All:   Amen. 
 

BAPTISM           (ELW p. 230) 
 

Pastor:  I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

All:   Amen. 
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All:  Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit 

of mercy. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the 

Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them 

from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 

Sustain Vyone, Mitchell, Winifred, and Josephine, with the gift of your 

Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 

the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

All:   Amen. 
 

Pastor:  Child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked 

with the cross of Christ forever. 

All:   Amen. 
 

WELCOME           (ELW p. 231) 
 

Pastor:  Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good 

works and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

Pastor:  Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

All:  We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we 

share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's 

creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 

BAPTISM SONG   Welcome, Child of God 
 

Raindrops, oceans, lakes, and rivers; 

welcome, child of God. 

Mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters; 

Welcome, child of God. 

When the world feels wide around you, 

when the dark of night surrounds you, 

we are here to tend and guide you. 

Welcome, child of God. 
 

*THE GREETING                    (ELW p. 147) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 
 

C: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 

church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, 
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defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church 

your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 31:31-34                                               Lector 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect 

the people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the 

cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only 

because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God 

who forgets. 
 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 

that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them 

out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 

husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house 

of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No 

longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for 

they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I 

will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 46 
 

To be read responsively.  
 

 1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

 though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

 3though its waters roar and foam, 

 though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

 the holy habitation of the Most High. 

 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 

 God will help it when the morning dawns. 

 6The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 

 he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

 7The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 8Come, behold the works of the LORD; 

 see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 

 9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

 he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 

 he burns the shields with fire. 
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 10"Be still, and know that I am God! 

 I am exalted among the nations,  I am exalted in the earth." 

 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 

SECOND LESSON : Romans 3:19-28                                     Lector 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other 

Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works 

of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity 

centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and 

empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under 

the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be 

held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by 

deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and 

is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through 

faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as 

a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as 

a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to 

show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over 

the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he 

himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.  27Then 

what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, 

but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 

works prescribed by the law. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        (ELW p. 151) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
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Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He 

reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 
 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, 

you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make 

you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have 

never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made 

free’?” 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin 

is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; 

the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be 

free indeed.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                                      Pastor Ryan Radtke 

 

* HYMN OF THE DAY  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (isometric) (ELW 504) 
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WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS TO THE CONGREGATION 
 

L: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, 

one with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members into 

the life and ministry of this congregation. 
 

Let us welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church Stephanie Bergreen and John 

Shea; Doug Duke; Judy Glick; Dona Polesky; Ryan, Liz, Will, Anna, and Kate 

Radtke; Patrick, Emily, Mitchell, Josephine, Vyone, and Winifred Reagan; 

and Tammy, Brad, Elodie, and Ian Trimble. In baptism, we are welcomed 

into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. We are 

called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and 

share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ 

through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 
 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of 

your baptism among God’s people in this place? If so, please say, “I do, and 

I ask God to help and guide me.” 
 

R: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

L: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members 

in their life in Christ? 

C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

L: Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to this community of faith. 
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C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and 

praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 

*PRAYERS 
 

A: In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of 

God’s creation. [Brief silence] 
 

A: God our fortress, we pray for the church. Write your law of love on the hearts 

of your people, that we remain steadfast in our witness to your grace. Hear 

us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God our liberator, we pray for your earth. Bring new life to overused land 

and contaminated rivers. Reform and reorient our relationship with the 

environment, that we faithfully care for all of your creation. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God, our refuge and strength, we pray for the nations. Where they are in an 

uproar, bring wise leadership and comfort for those in distress. Make wars to 

cease and peace to enter every land. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God, our very present help in trouble, we pray for those in need. Show 

mercy to refugees and all fleeing from danger. Shelter any without homes. 

Calm all who are facing illness, surgery, or a new diagnosis, or who are in 

need of any kind, (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God our redeemer, we pray for our congregation. Bless all who are 

preparing for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Open their hearts to your 

Holy Spirit, teach them your word, and give them courage to proclaim their 

faith. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God our stronghold, we give thanks for those who have gone before us in 

faith, especially Martin Luther and all reformers. Renew and reform us as we 

strive to continue in your word. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of relationship, eternal three-in-one, thank You for blessing us with the 

families in our lives, of all configurations. When we are down, they lift us up. 

We know that You make Yourself known in our lives through them. This week 

we pray especially for the Combs, Deagle and Deere families as well as our 

Messiah family. We are never alone, because You are here with us through 

our loved ones. Thank You for showing us that love and care can be found 

anywhere, especially in our families, and help us share Your love in turn. Hear 

us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O 

God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

*PEACE          (ELW p. 152) 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

QUILT BLESSING 

L: God, on a daily basis our neighbors find themselves in the midst of crisis or 

need, and look for hope. Your Spirit is a mighty force, and your whispers of 

hope bring light into the world. Open our hearts and hands to see your 

presence in our neighborhoods and across the world.  

C: Jesus, help us speak words of hope to our neighbors.  
 

L: God, we give you thanks for the pieces of fabric, the thread, the batting, 

the sewing machines.  May their presence be a sign of hope; may these 

quilts wrap our neighbors in unending love; and may the prayers we speak 

over them be transfigured into physical signs of our care and support.  

C: Jesus, help us reach out in hope to our neighbors. 
 

L: God, we give thanks for all the hands that fashioned hope into a quilt, and 

for the hands that continually open wider so that no one feels left out.   

C: Jesus, help us embody hope for our neighbors. 
 

L: God, be with our neighbors who will receive these gifts. May they be 

wrapped in love, may they experience your goodness, may they touch signs 

of your hope. Whether or not we know their names or where they live, they 

are our neighbors, created by God and called good. We pray all this in the 

name of Jesus, the One who is our hope.  

C: Amen.  
 

L: Gracious God, we ask you to bless these quilts.  Fill them with our love and 

prayers.  Send them out to those who need them.  Send us out to those who 

need to hear your good news.  Just as we are wrapped in your loving, 

inseparable embrace, may these quilts likewise wrap others in your 

protection and your peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

OFFERING   Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish 

us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious 

presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING        (ELW p. 152) 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE           (ELW p. 153) 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 

by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        (ELW p. 153) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 

great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 

and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 

cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 

his coming in glory. 
 

P: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER         (ELW p. 154) 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.  
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION      (ELW p. 153) 

P:  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION SONG   LAMB OF GOD    (ELW p. 154) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

COMMUNION (and First Communion for Mitchell and Josephine Reagan) 
 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 
 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION  THANKFUL HEARTS AND VOICES RAISE  (ELW 207) 

 

 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 
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 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 

in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

*BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 

SENDING SONG  All Are Welcome     (ELW 641) 
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*DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  (Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 

 

******************************************************************************************* 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, October 30, 2022 
Pianist:  Debbie Walker 
Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst) Marilyn Gunn (2nd Lay Asst.) Ella Anderson 
Lectors:  Ella Anderson 
Acolyte:  Grace Anderson 
Greeters:  Sue Gilnett 
Ushers  Gordon Gunn & James Anderson 
Altar Guild:  Becky Collie & Linda Mahovtas 
Counters:  Marilyn Gunn & Gordon Gunn 
Live Streamer: Heather Williams 

******************************************************************************************* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week.  To set up an appointment with Pastor 

Ryan, please call or email at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 
 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Here is this week’s information based on our 2022 budget. 

 Contributions to the general fund averaged $ 3,085.55 (down from $3,129.58 through October 

16, 2022). 

 We are$42,417.41 behind the year-to-date budget needs. (increasing from $38,639.41) 

 Weekly budget need is $4,072. 
 

NEW MEMBERS AND MILESTONES  

We celebrate today as Mitchell, Josephine, Vyone, and Winifred Reagan are baptized; as 

Mitchell and Josephine Reagan receive first Communion; and as the Bergreen/Shea, Duke, 

Glick, Polesky, Reagan, and Trimble households become new members.  That’s a lot to 

celebrate!  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH 
Oct 30 Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)    10:45 AM 
Nov 1  Evangelism Team Meeting     1:00 PM 
Nov 2  PAL Meeting       9 AM – 12 PM 
Nov 6  Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)    10:45 AM 
Nov 9  Women’s Bible Study      6:30 PM 
 

Announcements 

mailto:messiahmechpr@gmail.com
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QUILT BLESSING 

We will bless and dedicate ten lap quilts today before they are distributed to families and 

individuals in need in the community.  Many thanks to the PAL group for their work, and 

thanks be to God that we can share love in such a way! 

 

ALL SOULS COMMUNITY GARDEN 10TH ANNIVERSARY 

You are invited to head over to the Atlee House after worship today at 12:30 to celebrate 

and commemorate the 10th anniversary of the community garden.  Many Messiah members 

have helped plant, weed, and tend over the years, and the garden’s partnerships with MCEF 

and more have benefited so many in our community.  Let’s come together and give thanks! 

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER 

As we prepare to celebrate the goodness of our God for all He has done and continues to do 

for us this Thanksgiving, why not join your Messiah Lutheran Church family on SUNDAY, 

NOVEMBER 20, for a special THANKSGIVING DINNER? The fellowship hall will be set for a feast 

which will begin after the church service and meeting. Please sign up on the chart in the 

narthex and include your family name, number of persons in your group, and a covered dish 

you would like to bring and share. If you have any questions, please talk to Becky Collie or 

Marilyn Gunn. We hope to see you all there on the 20th! 

 

READING THE TEACHER’S GUIDE – MARTIN LUTHER’S LARGE CATECHISM 

Many Lutherans are familiar with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism:  a handy little teaching 

booklet that covers the basics of the Christian faith, including the Ten Commandments, the 

Apostle’s Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, and Holy Communion.  But did you know that 

there is also a Large Catechism?  Over the next few weeks we’ll discuss some highlights from 

Luther’s commentaries during our adult Christian formation time – please join us! 

 

CALLING ALL SINGERS 

Now that most Covid restrictions are lifting, we’ve been able to restore a lot of the worship 

practices we’ve been missing at church, like receiving Communion at the altar rail and 

singing all the liturgical music.  Now it’s time to see about building the choir back up again!  If 

you would like to be a part of the choir, or have any questions about it, please contact 

Debbie Walker.  This is an open invitation – whether you’ve sung in Messiah’s choir, some 

other choir, or no choir – all are welcome!  Thanks for sharing your gifts!  
 

SHEPHERD'S TEAM VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Shepherd's Team is looking for new members for our team. We keep in touch with people 

on our church prayer list through cards, phone calls & if needed visits. We meet quarterly 

after church. No evening meetings. Please prayerfully consider joining us. 

 

OFRENDA TABLE 

Perhaps you’ve heard of Dia de los Muertos (or seen the Pixar movie Coco).  It’s a holiday 

observed in Mexico and other parts of the Americas that celebrates the lives and memory of 

loved ones who have passed on.  An ofrenda is a display that is set up that often includes 

pictures and mementos of those who have died.  The elements of the ofrenda stem from the 

idea of a celebration of death in life. 
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The pandemic is one of those global events where the human family has lost vast amounts of 

people.  In both the Episcopal and Lutheran church, people remember those who have 

passed on through the celebration of All Saints Day on November 1st, which coincides each 

year with the ofrendas of Dia de los Muertos.  We also affirm our faith in the promises of 

eternal life, resurrection, and the communion of saints. 

 

This year both All Souls and Messiah Lutheran will remember those we’ve loved and who have 

passed on by building an ofrenda using pictures and mementos you bring in.  Our ofrenda-

building will last from Oct 23rd through November 6th, when we celebrate All Saints Sunday. 

 

Please consider adding to our ofrenda by bringing in a picture or two and any mementos of 

those you’ve loved and see no more.  Let us celebrate their lives and our time with them as 

we also rejoice in Jesus’ gift to us of life everlasting.  We will also have our traditional flower 

wreath and candles on All Saints Sunday, so please send in any names to the office that you 

would like to be included in this year’s commemoration.   

 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE – MULTIPLE AREAS IN NEED 

There are multiple responses in progress to a number of natural disasters around the world 

and within our country.  The Virginia Synod is especially encouraging help to our brothers and 

sisters in the Florida-Bahamas and Caribbean Synods following Hurricanes Maria and Ian.  

Please visit the Lutheran Disaster Response website at https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-

and-development/lutheran-disaster-response to see how you can help.   

 

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER - NO ROOM AT THE INN 

Join the 15th Annual No Room at the Inn Gala and Nativities Exhibit & Benefit to End 

Homelessness, December 2-4, at Church of the Redeemer. A portion of the proceeds for this 

event is designated for MCEF to help prevent homelessness in Mechanicsville by helping our 

neighbors with rent and utilities as well as our other community partners serving those in need. 
 

NEW SYNOD BIBLE STUDY 

“Light Dawns:  Human Trafficking and the Image of God” is a new Bible study from the 

Virginia Synod led by Pastor Kelly Bayer Derrick and Lisa Kersey.  God has made all of 

humanity in God’s holy image - we are ALL beloved. Our primary identity is Child of God. 

Human trafficking and exploitation are linked to our identity and to the sexual brokenness of 

our world. Too often, God’s children can become vulnerable to being exploited by others 

who will gladly "fill in the blanks" on who we are, what we are good for, and whose we are 

(their property).  You are invited to this online study as we engage God’s Word together to 

shine the light of truth on the sin and evil of human trafficking and on the hope, dignity, and 

inherent worth found in our identity as God’s beloved.  The studies will convene on the 

following Thursdays from 7:00 pm-8:15 pm:  November 3, 7, 10.  Visit vasynod.org and check 

out the upcoming events for more information. 

 

ALL SOULS BRUNSWICK STEW SALE 

Hello, Messiah Lutheran Friends! Want some delicious All Souls Brunswick Stew? Email Lee 

Hanchey at lghanchey@gmail.com. How many quarts do you want?  $12.00 each, Friday 

Nov. 4, pickup at 5 pm or Saturday Nov. 5, pickup at 1 pm. Make sure I have your name, cell 

phone number and what day you want your stew! You may pay us when you pick up your 

stew. Checks to All Souls Episcopal Church. Thanks for your order! 

https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/lutheran-disaster-response
https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/lutheran-disaster-response

