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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 
 

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost                November 13, 2022 

 

*Congregation please stand if able 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 

forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 

failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 

Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen.  

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the 
church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 

http://www.mlcas.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/
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*GATHERING SONG         (ELW 521) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THE GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE           (ELW p. 147) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray: 
 

C: O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, 

nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and 

guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  
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FIRST LESSON: Malachi 4:1-2a                                   Lector 
 

A reading from Malachi. 
 

Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” 

On that day, the evil will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of 

righteousness” will shine on those who honor God. 
 

1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 

evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD 

of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who 

revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13          Lector 
 

A reading from 2 Thessalonians. 
 

Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the 

nearness of Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other 

members of the community. The writer of this letter warns them bluntly that if 

they want to eat, they need to work. 
 

6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep 

away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the 

tradition that they received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to 

imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat 

anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night 

and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we do 

not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10For even 

when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work 

should not eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere 

busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such persons we command and exhort 

in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 
13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        (ELW p. 151) 
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*GOSPEL: Luke 21:5-19 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and 

events. Before the end, believers will draw strength from their relationship to 

God and will be given the words they need to testify and to endure without 

fear. 
 

5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with 

beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things 

that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; 

all will be thrown down.”  7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and 

what will be the sign that this is about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware 

that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ 

and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them.  9“When you hear of wars and 

insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the 

end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise 

against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great 

earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be 

dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.   
 

12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will 

hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings 

and governors because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to 

testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for 

I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to 

withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, 

by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be 

hated by all because of my name. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 

19By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 

SERMON                                                           Reverend Seminarian Ginny Bannister 

 

* HYMN OF THE DAY  How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord   (ELW 580) 

 



 

 7 

 
 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS 
 

A: United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. 

[Brief silence] 
 

A: Reviving God, keep your church active in its mission and ministry. Encourage 

bishops, deacons, pastors, and lay leaders to risk boldly in their proclamation 

and fill them with wisdom and endurance for challenging times. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
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A: Renewing God, as the northern hemisphere prepares for winter, make us 

mindful of the ordered beauty of your creation. Teach us to treasure cycles 

of rest and new life. Help us care for what you have made. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Loving God, accompany all who make sacrifices for the sake of others. 

Safeguard first responders and active duty military personnel. Grant peace 

to veterans and heal any wounds in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and 

hospital personnel in their tireless work. Uphold mental health professionals 

and those in their care. May the sun of righteousness rise on all who are sick 

(especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Uniting God, unite this assembly in its shared mission and ministry for the sake 

of the gospel. Highlight ways we can better work together and give us 

patience to work through disagreement. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Consoling God, abide with all who grieve for loved ones who have died. 

Comfort us with the promise of resurrection and new life with you. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: God of relationship, eternal three-in-one, thank You for blessing us with the 

families in our lives, of all configurations. When we are down, they lift us up. 

We know that You make Yourself known in our lives through them. This week 

we pray especially for the Ewing and Ford families as well as our Messiah 

family. We are never alone, because You are here with us through our loved 

ones. Thank You for showing us that love and care can be found anywhere, 

especially in our families, and help us share Your love in turn. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

*PEACE          (ELW p. 152) 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

  



 

 9 

OFFERING   Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish 

us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious 

presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER         (ELW p. 154) 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 

SENDING SONG  How Firm a Foundation  (ELW 796) 
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*DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  (Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 
 

******************************************************************************************* 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, November 13, 2022 

Pianist:  Debbie Walker 

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst) Anita Philp (2nd Lay Asst.) Ella Anderson 

Lectors:  Ella Anderson 

Acolyte:  Grace Anderson 

Greeters:  Sharon Addair 

Ushers  Jake Addair & James Anderson 

Altar Guild:  Dianne Absher & Anita Philp 

Counters:  Sharon Addair & Jake Addair 

Live Streamer: James Anderson 

******************************************************************************************* 
 
  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH 
Nov 13 Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)    10:45 AM 
Nov 14 Synod Workshop       9AM – 2 PM 
Nov 16 PAL Meeting       9 AM – 12 PM 
  Council Meeting       6:15 PM 
Nov 20 Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)    10:45 AM 
Thanksgiving Dinner      11:45 AM 

Nov 23 Women’s Bible Study (CANCELLED)    6:30 PM 
Nov 24 Thanksgiving (Office Closed)      
Nov 25 Secretary on Vacation 
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PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be off this week.  Please welcome the Rev. Seminarian 

Ginny Banister who will be leading worship on the 13th.  To set up an 

appointment with Pastor Ryan, please call or email at 507-360-7276 

and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Here is this week’s information based on our 2022 budget. 

 Contributions to the general fund averaged $ 3,115.41 (up from 

$3,092.33 through October 30, 2022). 

 We are $43,046.41 behind the year-to-date budget needs. 

(decreasing from $43,105.41) 

 Weekly budget need is $4,072. 

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER 

As we prepare to celebrate the goodness of our God for all He has done 

and continues to do for us this Thanksgiving, why not join your Messiah 

Lutheran Church family on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, for a special 

THANKSGIVING DINNER? The fellowship hall will be set for a feast which will 

begin after the church service and meeting. Please sign up on the chart 

in the narthex and include your family name, number of persons in your 

group, and a covered dish you would like to bring and share. If you have 

any questions, please talk to Becky Collie or Marilyn Gunn. We hope to 

see you all there on the 20th! 

 

READING THE TEACHER’S GUIDE – MARTIN LUTHER’S LARGE CATECHISM 

Many Lutherans are familiar with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism:  a 

handy little teaching booklet that covers the basics of the Christian faith, 

including the Ten Commandments, the Apostle’s Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, 

Baptism, and Holy Communion.  But did you know that there is also a 

Large Catechism?  Over the next few weeks we’ll discuss some highlights 

from Luther’s commentaries during our adult Christian formation time – 

please join us! 

 

FOSTER CHILDREN’S WISHLISTS 

You can select gifts, from the red wishlist on the round table with the 

Christmas tree, in the Narthex. Please return the wrapped gift, with a post 

it note indicating what the gift is, to church on December 11th. If you have 

any questions, please call Sharon Addair at 804-543-9709. Thank You, the 

Social Ministry Team  

Announcements 

mailto:messiahmechpr@gmail.com
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CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER - NO ROOM AT THE INN 

Join the 15th Annual No Room at the Inn Gala and Nativities Exhibit & 

Benefit to End Homelessness, December 2-4, at Church of the Redeemer. 

A portion of the proceeds for this event is designated for MCEF to help 

prevent homelessness in Mechanicsville by helping our neighbors with rent 

and utilities as well as our other community partners serving those in need. 

 

NEW SYNOD BIBLE STUDY 

“Light Dawns:  Human Trafficking and the Image of God” is a new Bible 

study from the Virginia Synod led by Pastor Kelly Bayer Derrick and Lisa 

Kersey.  God has made all of humanity in God’s holy image - we are ALL 

beloved. Our primary identity is Child of God. Human trafficking and 

exploitation are linked to our identity and to the sexual brokenness of our 

world. Too often, God’s children can become vulnerable to being 

exploited by others who will gladly "fill in the blanks" on who we are, what 

we are good for, and whose we are (their property).  You are invited to 

this online study as we engage God’s Word together to shine the light of 

truth on the sin and evil of human trafficking and on the hope, dignity, 

and inherent worth found in our identity as God’s beloved.  The studies will 

convene on the following Thursdays from 7:00 pm-8:15 pm:  November 3, 

7, 10.  Visit vasynod.org and check out the upcoming events for more 

information. 

 

enCircle on PBS TV 

EnCircle has been featured on public TV stations across the country! They 

recently participated in a documentary show called Viewpoint, which 

covers various educational and informational topics hosted by actor 

Dennis Quaid. 

 

The short-form documentary aired last month and highlights the Minnick 

Schools and programs for people with developmental disabilities. Since 

enCircle’s founding in 1888, we have expanded to serve people across 

Virginia and West Virginia, and this is an opportunity for people 

nationwide to see the dedicated work our more than 600 staff and 

caregivers provide each day.  Visit 

https://www.viewpointproject.com/ptv-segments-today-in-america-

organizations/ to watch the video! 

https://www.viewpointproject.com/ptv-segments-today-in-america-organizations/
https://www.viewpointproject.com/ptv-segments-today-in-america-organizations/

