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First Sunday of Advent 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 
 

First Sunday of Advent                            November 27, 2022 
 

**Congregation please stand if able 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 

P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

C: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen 
 

P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and 

confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: God of new beginnings. 

C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed 

from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one 

another and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again 

on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and 

welcome your coming among us. Amen. 
 

P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living 

sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on 

☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

* GATHERING SONG Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! (MERTON) (ELW 246) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later on the 
church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 

http://www.mlcas.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/


 

 3 

 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
  

P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all nations to 

walk in your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for the night is 

past, and the dawn of your coming is near. Bless us as we light the first 

candle of this wreath. Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet 

our Lord when he comes and welcome him into our hearts and homes, for 

he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Light the first candle. 
 

Sing ELW 240, “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah,” v. 1 
 

 
 

 

*THE GREETING         (ELW p. 147) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE           (ELW p. 147) 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE        (ELW p. 148) 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 

C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save 

us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the 

way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 2:1-5                                                           Lector 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when 

God establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war 

obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of 

that Lord now!” 
 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

 2In days to come 

  the mountain of the LORD’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 
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 all the nations shall stream to it. 

  3Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob; 

 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 4He shall judge between the nations, 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

  neither shall they learn war any more. 

 5O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk 

  in the light of the LORD! 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON:  Romans 13:11-14            Lector 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives 

today in light of Christ’s coming in the future. 
 

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 

wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 

believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works 

of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, 

not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 

quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        (ELW p. 151) 
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*GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring 

about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people 

to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will 

come unannounced. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither 

the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of 

Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days 

before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the 

flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two 

women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 
42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the 

night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have 

let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 

Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 

SERMON                                                                                         Pastor Ryan Radtke 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning (ACS 949) 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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*PRAYERS 
 

A: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 

that yearns for new hope. [Brief silence] 
 

A: God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global 

church to the urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and 

custom and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. 

God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us 

your ways of sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, 

preserve the wild places, and protect endangered plants and animals. 

God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for 

serving the neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to 

war. We pray for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’ birth. God, in your 

mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who 

hunger. Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help 

and hope to any who are sick or needing your care (especially). God, in 

your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide 

congregations in transition or conflict. Give wisdom to congregational 

councils, call committees, and ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected 

opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of 

the faithful who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the 

company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God of relationship, eternal three-in-one, thank You for blessing us with the 

families in our lives, of all configurations. When we are down, they lift us up. 

We know that You make Yourself known in our lives through them. This week 

we pray especially for the Gigante, Gilnett and Glatfelter families as well as 

our Messiah family. We are never alone, because You are here with us 

through our loved ones. Thank You for showing us that love and care can be 

found anywhere, especially in our families, and help us share Your love in 

turn. custom and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing 

work. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 

prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. 

C: Amen. 
 

*PEACE          (ELW p. 152) 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING   Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful    (ELW 184) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 

and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all 

those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING        (ELW p. 152) 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you.  
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P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE           (ELW p. 153) 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the 

Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when 

he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        (ELW p. 153) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for 

the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed 

are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ 

hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed 

are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
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 With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of 

grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your 

Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift 

of peace on earth. 

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

 All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER         (ELW p. 154) 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION      (ELW p. 153) 

P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION SONG   Lamb Of God    (ELW p. 154) 
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COMMUNION 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 
 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION   Thankful Hearts And Voices Raise  (ELW 207) 

 

 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

 God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when 

the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your 

deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen 
 

*BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 

SENDING SONG   The King Shall Come     (ELW 260) 
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*DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace.  Christ is near. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                  (Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 
 

******************************************************************************************* 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, November 27, 2022 

Pianist:  Debbie Walker 

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst) Marilyn Gunn (2nd Lay Asst.) Sally Bennett 

Lectors:  Sally Bennett 

Acolyte:  Kate Radtke 

Greeters:  Jean Martin 

Ushers  Gordon Gunn & Bill Weaver 

Altar Guild:  Dianne Absher & Anita Philp 

Counters:  Marilyn & Gordon Gunn 

Live Streamer: Teresa Gigante 
 

******************************************************************************************* 

Altar Flowers: 
Given by Karen & Michael Morris in honor of their Anniversary. 

 
  OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH 

Nov 27 Christian Formation      9:15 AM 
Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)    10:45 AM 

Dec 4  Christian Formation      9:15 AM 
Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)    10:45 AM 
Annual Business Meeting      11:45 AM 

Dec 7  PAL Meeting       9:00 AM 
Dec 9  Secretary on Vacation (Office Closed) 
Dec 11 Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)    10:45 AM 
All-Ages Decorating Party     11:45 AM 
German Christmas Service     5:00 PM 
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PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week.  To set up an appointment with Pastor 

Ryan, please call or email at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 
 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Here is this week’s information based on our 2022 budget. 

 Contributions to the general fund averaged $3,111.69 (up from $3,102.14 through 

November 13, 2022). 

 We are $45,134.41 behind the year-to-date budget needs. (increasing from $44,613.41) 

 Weekly budget need is $4,072. 
 

WHAT ARE WE WAITING FOR?! – EXPLORING CHRISTMAS CAROLS  IN THE SEASON OF ADVENT 

Isn’t it annoying how pastors always wait to do Christmas carols in worship until after Advent is 

over?  If the stores and radio can play Christmas songs, why can’t we?  Pastor Ryan will talk 

about why that is, and also sneak some Christmas carols under the Advent radar, hearing the 

stories behind the songs as we prepare for the birth of Christ.  Join us for the conversation 

during adult Christian Formation time! 
 

FOSTER CHILDREN’S WISHLISTS 

You can select gifts, from the red wish list on the round table with the Christmas tree, in the 

Narthex. Please return the wrapped gift, with a post it note indicating what the gift is, to 

church on December 11th. If you have any questions, please call Sharon Addair at 804-543-

9709. Thank You, the Social Ministry Team 
 

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER - NO ROOM AT THE INN 

Join the 15th Annual No Room at the Inn Gala and Nativities Exhibit & Benefit to End 

Homelessness, December 2-4, at Church of the Redeemer. A portion of the proceeds for this 

event is designated for MCEF to help prevent homelessness in Mechanicsville by helping our 

neighbors with rent and utilities as well as our other community partners serving those in need. 
 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL BUSINESS MEETING 

The Annual Congregational Business meeting will take place following worship on Sunday, 

December 4th.  All congregation members are encouraged to attend as we discuss and vote 

on a proposed 2023 budget, hold an election for open church council positions, and ratify 

some changes to the church constitution (portions updated at the last Churchwide Assembly 

that all ELCA congregations must adhere to).  If you have any questions please let a current 

council member or Pastor Ryan know. 
 

ALL-AGES DECORATING PARTY 

Mark your calendars for an all-ages Christmas tree decorating event after service on 

December 11th. Crafts, carols, and cookies, and more! More information to come. 
 

GERMAN CHRISTMAS SERVICE (SUNDAY, 12/11, 5:00 PM) 

Messiah will be hosting the local German club’s annual Christmas event. You are invited! 

Whether you know German or not, you’ll find this event welcoming for all ages and down-right 

“wunderbar!” 

Announcements 

mailto:messiahmechpr@gmail.com

