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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 
 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany           January 29, 2023 
 

**Congregation please stand if able 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. 

You are invited to make Messiah your church home. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose 

mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Holy One, source of our renewal. 

C: we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We 

have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from 

you. For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be 

reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I 

now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of 

☩ Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

* GATHERING SONG  O God of Mercy, God of Light (ELW 714) 

 

http://www.mlcas.org/
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*THE GREETING         (ELW p. 147) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE          (ELW p. 147) 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE        (ELW p. 149) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 

C: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the 

lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 

perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world 

may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON: Micah 6:1-8                                                           Lector 
 

A reading from Micah. 
 

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a 

lawsuit against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. 

God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. 

Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to 

walk shrewdly in God’s service. 
 

 1Hear what the LORD says: 

  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 

  and let the hills hear your voice. 

 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 
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  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

 for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 

  and he will contend with Israel. 

 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 

 and I sent before you Moses, 

  Aaron, and Miriam. 

 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 

  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

  and bow myself before God on high? 

 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

  with calves a year old? 

 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

  and what does the LORD require of you 

 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

  and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON:  1 Corinthians 1:18-31           Lector 
 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the 

cross seems stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way 

God has chosen to work power and salvation through weakness, rejection, and 

suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for 

believers. 
 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 

us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,  

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 

age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 

through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For 
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Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ 

crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those 

who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 

weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 

human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But 

God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 

weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in 

the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no 

one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ 

Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who 

boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        (ELW p. 151) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the 

reign of God. 
 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 

his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 

filled. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. 
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 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 

kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 

SERMON                                                                                         Pastor Ryan Radtke 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY  What Does the Lord Require of You? 
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*CREED            

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS 
 

A: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. [Brief silence] 
 

A: Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to 

boast only in the cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, 

generosity, and justice. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains 

and hills echo with your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us 

the error of our ways. Inspire us with reverent awe to honor all you have 

made. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who 

seek justice, love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, 

wicked, and self-seeking. Prosper the work of peacemakers.  Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as 

foolish, weak, low, and despised; reveal your power and presence at work 

where it is least expected. Give your life, strength, and wisdom to all in need 

(especially). Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
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A: As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. 

Remind us how your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained 

us despite our weaknesses. Establish the cross as the center of our life 

together. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place. Trusting you 

accompanied them in poverty, persecution, and in every trial, we trust you 

abide with your people always. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: God of relationship, eternal three-in-one, thank You for blessing us with the 

families in our lives, of all configurations. When we are down, they lift us up. 

We know that You make Yourself known in our lives through them. This week 

we pray especially for the Norman, Pfohl and Philp families as well as our 

Messiah family. We are never alone, because You are here with us through 

our loved ones. Thank You for showing us that love and care can be found 

anywhere, especially in our families, and help us share Your love in turn. 

Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and 

power revealed in Christ crucified. 

C: Amen. 
 

*PEACE          (ELW p. 152) 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING   Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful    (ELW 184) 
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish 

us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious 

presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING        (ELW p. 152) 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE           (ELW p. 153) 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 

by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        (ELW p. 153) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 

great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 

and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 

cross, opened his arms to all. 
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 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 

his coming in glory. 
 

 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER         (ELW p. 154) 
 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION      (ELW p. 153) 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION  
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COMMUNION SONG   Lamb Of God    (ELW p. 154) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

* POST-COMMUNION BLESSING      (ELW p. 153) 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

*SONG AFTER COMMUNION   Thankful Hearts And Voices Raise  (ELW 207) 

 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

 Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from 

this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey 

humbly with you.  

C: Amen 

  



 

 14 

*BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 

*SENDING SONG    To Be Your Presence (ELW 546) 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                  (Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #11886-S) 
 

******************************************************************************************* 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – SUNDAY, January 29, 2023 

Pianist:  Debbie Walker 

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst.) Diana Sondor (2nd Lay Asst.) Marilyn Gunn 

Lectors:  Marilyn Gunn 

Acolyte:  Ella Anderson 

Greeters:  Sue & Steve Gilnett 

Ushers  Gordon Gunn & Chris Sondor 

Altar Guild:  Gladys Hubert & Rosalee Cline 

Counters:  Becky Collie & Leroy Deere 

Live Streamer: James Anderson  
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PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week.  To set up an appointment 

with Pastor Ryan, please call or email at 507-360-7276 and/or 

messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 
 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Here is this week’s information based on our 2023 budget. 

• Contributions to the general fund averaged $4,313.31 (down from $4,845.08) 

through January 22, 2023). 

• We are $86.77 behind the year-to-date budget needs. (down from $1,530.23) 

• Weekly budget need is $4,335.00. 
 

ARE YOU READY FOR SOME CHILI!!! 

Please join us Sunday, February 5th for the annual (we're back!!) MLC chili cook 

off. You can bring a chili for judging or just come to taste and judge. We will 

have hot dogs and drinks. If you like, bring some chips or a treat or anything you 

like. We will begin tasting right after church! Yes, there will be prizes for the top 3 

entries. We hope to see you there!! 
 

TAX STATEMENTS 

There was an error on the printed 2022 tax statements. The statement says 2021 

instead of 2022. If you would like a revised copy, please contact Bill Weaver 

and he will email you a corrected tax statement. Sorry for the confusion. 
 

THE DEVIL IN THE DETAILS:  HOW SATAN FITS IN SCRIPTURE AND WHY EVIL PERSISTS 

Our new Christian Formation class for the adults comes by request - many of our 

participants have wrestled with questions of why God would create/allow/permit 

the devil, or evil at all, to be.  We won't have all the answers; but we'll turn to 

Scripture and struggle, prayerfully, together.  We’ll use the book Satan and the 

Problem of Evil:  From the Bible to the Early Church Fathers by Archie T. Wright as a 

guide. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH 

Jan 29 Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)    10:45 AM 

Jan 31 Choir Practice       7:00 PM 

Feb 1  PAL Group Meeting      9 AM – 12 PM 

Feb 5  Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

Worship Service (Messiah Lutheran)    10:45 AM 

Chili Cook-off       11:45 AM 

Feb 6  Choir Practice       7:00 PM 

Feb 8  Women’s Bible Study      6:30 PM 

Announcements 

mailto:messiahmechpr@gmail.com

