January 4, 2026
Second Sunday of Chrisimas

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
To share the Good News of Jesus Christ
and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service.




The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later
on the church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA 23111
Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com

2nd Sunday of Christmas January 4, 2026

Hearing Assistance Receivers are available upon request.
* Please stand as you are able *

Welcome visitors! May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. You
are invited to make Messiah your church home.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior,
Prince of Peace.
C: Amen.

P: Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.
A brief silence is kept for reflection.

P: Reconciling God,

C: we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We confess
that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; we have not
always recognized your presence among us; we have not always embraced
your message of peace. We cry out, weary with the burden of violence,
oppression, and fear. We confess our failure to make room for those seeking
refuge; our participation in violent systems that harm your innocent ones; our
reluctance to embody your good news. Be born in us today and teach us to
sing the joyful song of your salvation. Amen.

P. God’'s grace upon grace flows over you. + Christ's presence redeems the
whole creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!
C: Amen.



http://www.mlcas.org/

*GATHERING SONG - The Bells of Christmas ELW 298
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O Dayspring bright, awaited long, and keep your Christmas in our breast;
O Son of Man, incarnate Word, then David’s harpstrings, hushed so long,
great David's Son, great David’s Lord: shall swell our jubilee of song.

Text: Nikolai E. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; ur. Charles Porterfield Krauth, 1823-1883, alt.
Music: DET KIMER NU TIL JULEFEST, Carl C. N. Balle, 1806-1855
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*THE GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Chirist, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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For the peace from a - bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gracious Lord.
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praise you for your glo - ry.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P. Let us pray:

C: O lLord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As
you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and
adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 63:7-9 Lector

God does not delegate divine intervention to a messenger or angel. God’s own
presence brings salvation. The prophet and all who read these words join in
celebrating God’s gracious deeds. God frusts that God'’s people will not act
falsely.

A reading from Isaiah.

7| will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD,
the praiseworthy acts of the LORD,
because of all that the LORD has done for us
and the great favor to the house of Israel
that he has shown them according to his mercy,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not act deceitfully,”



and he became their savior
?in all their distress.
It was no messenger or angel
but his presence that saved them;
in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:10-18 Lector

Through Jesus’ suffering and death, the trail to eternal salvation has been blazed
for us. We do not fear death, because he has conquered the power of death.
Thus Christ, our merciful and faithful high priest, has the final say over the destiny
of our lives.

A reading from Hebrews.

101t was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing
many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect
through sufferings. ' For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified alll
have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and
sisters, 12saying,

“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters;

in the midst of the congregation | will praise you.”

13 And again,

“I will put my frust in him.”
And again,

“Here am | and the children whom God has given me.”

14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has
the power of death, that is, the devil, '>and free those who all their lives were
held in slavery by the fear of death. ¢ For it is clear that he did not come to help
angels but the descendants of Abraham. V7 Therefore he had to become like his
brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the
sins of the people. '8Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is
able to help those who are being tested.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 171)
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You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

*GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-23

In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the infant Jesus from the
jealousy of Herod.

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi
from the east came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to
pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him, 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. >They told him,
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet:

¢*And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israe

’Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me
word so that | may also go and pay him homage.” ? When they had heard the
king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in
the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 1°When they saw
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. ' On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. 2 And having been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

13Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and
remain there until | tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy
him.” “Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to



Egypt '>and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt | have called my
son.”

16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated,
and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two
years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi.
7Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:

18%A voice was heard in Ramah,

wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”

1”When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt and said, 2 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to
the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel.
22But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went
away to the district of Galilee. 2 There he made his home in a town called
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled,
“He will be called a Nazarene.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN'S SERMON

SERMON Pastor Ryan Radtke
*HYMN OF THE DAY - How Long, O God ELW 698
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1 “How long, O God?”’ the psalm-ist cries, a cry we make our own,
2 The e - vil lurks with -in, with-out, it threat-ens to de - stroy
3 Your grace, O God, seems far a - way; will heal -ing ev - er come?
4 How can we hope? How can we sing? O God, set free our voice
5 “How long, O God?”’ the psalm-ist cries, a cry we make our own.
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for we are lost, a - lone, a - fraid, and far a - way from home.
the frag - ile cords that make wus one, that bind our hearts in joy.
Our bro - ken lives lie bro - ken still; will night give way to dawn?
to name the sor - rows, name the pain, that we might yet re - joice.

Though we are lost, a - lone, a - fraid, our God will lead us home.

Text: Ralph F. Smith, 1950-1994
Music: LAND OF REST, North American traditional
Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress
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*CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
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Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church,
creation, and all who are in need.

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but
according to the abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to
go into the world and do likewise. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing
of your love. Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a
healing balm for what we have broken. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you
suffer alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of
all they serve. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour
out your compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect them in
the palm of your hand. (We pray especially for. . .) Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you
sheltered your son Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As
you comforted Rachel, comfort all who have lost children to violence. Hear
us, O God.



0

0

C:

Your mercy is great.

God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones. Even as we
mourn, we offer thanks for those who have gone before us, frusting in your
comfort and protection. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all relationships, bless this branch of the body of Christ that is Messiah
Lutheran Church. Strengthen all its relationships and weave your love and
grace into each family and household. We especially pray this week for the
Glatfelter, Glick, and Gooch families. Make us your people. God of grace,
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

C:

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O
God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ
our Savior.

Amen.

*PEACE

P:
C:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING - You may place an “I give online” card in the plate as a physical offering
*OFFERING SONG - Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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*OFFERING PRAYER

A
C:

Let us pray:
God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings

you bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the
ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p. 152)
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

P:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you
have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that,
beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom
we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 173)
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’'s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

C: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full
of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.

C: Come, Lord Jesus.

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your
Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the
gift of peace on earth.

C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Taste and see that the Lord is good.
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG - Lamb of God (ELW p. 174)
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C: Amen




*SONG AFTER COMMUNION - Praise to You, O God of Mercy ELW 208
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Text and music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and
ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the
wonders of your love in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born

in us.
C:. Amen
*BLESSING

P: The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter,
bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy.
C. Amen



*SENDING SONG - When a Star Is Shining ACS 915
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1 When a star is shin-ing 0 - ver east - ern hills,
2 Where the world is wait-ing for an un-known day,
3 Lead us on, O Day-star, in the qui - et night;
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when the air is si - lent, and the clam-or  stills,
where a voice  for - got - ten cries, “Pre - pare the way!”
guide us through the shad-ow with your gen-tle light;
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when the night is wait-ing, and the old hopes rise,
Where an earth-ly pow-er makes the heart turn  cold,
show us in a man-ger our re-demp-tion’s sign;
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then the time has rip - ened and the heart grows wise.

there the gifts are of - fered— in - cense, myrrh, and  gold.

bring us to a morn-ing where the prom - ise  shines.
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to a morn-ing where the prom - ise shines.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: WHERE THE PROMISE SHINES, Bob Moore, b. 1962
Text © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



*DISMISSAL

A: Goin peace. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS - January 4, 2026

Pianist:

Lay Assistants:
Lector:
Acolyte:
Creeter:
Ushers:

Altar Guild:
Counters:

Live Streamer:
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January 6

January 7
January 8
January 11

January 13
January 14

January 15
January 18

Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SBT004183

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Hymns reprinted by permission: Onelicense #A-742533, CCLI #1885060

Debbie Walker

(1st Lay Asst.) Will Radtke (2nd Lay Asst.) Diana Sondor

Donna Combs

Anna Radtke

Nancy Berg

Roger Schroeder & Chris Sondor
Glady Hubert & Andrea Alness-Tolbert
Donna Combs & Erna Jung

Donna Shaw

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH
Banner Team
AA
PAL
Hanover Adult Center
Christian Formation
Worship Service
AA
Women's Bible Study
Hanover Adult Center
Women's Bible Study
Hanover Adult Center
Christian Formation
Worship Service
Annual Reporting Meeting
Manna Sunday
Pastor Liz's Installation at Christ Lutheran

Announcements

PASTOR RYAN'S OFFICE HOURS

1:00 PM
5:30 PM
9:00 AM
12:00 PM
9:15 AM
10:45 AM
5:30 PM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM
6:30 PM
12:00 PM
9:15 AM
10:45 AM
12:00 PM

4:00 PM

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week but aims to be in on Wednesday and

Thursday. As always, to set up an appointment with Pastor Ryan, please call or email at 507-360-

7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Beginning January 5, office hours will be Tues-Fri Noon-5:00 PM.


mailto:messiahmechpr@gmail.com

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE
Numbers For the 52nd Sunday of 2025:
Average Contributions to current were $3,436.97
Conftributions for current Dec 28th were $2,970.00
The YTD total contribution to current is $178,722.11
For comparison, current YTD 2024 was $190,525.41
Designated Giving for the 52nd Sunday was $75

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE
Thank you to everyone who recently reviewed their information for the church directory. A draft
copy of the updated directory is available for review in the Narthex. Please check your
information carefully and note any additional corrections directly on the draft. All updates will
be incorporated before the directory is printed. The draft will remain available for
review through Sunday, January 11.

SHARE YOUR MUSICAL GIFTS AND TALENTS
Are you a singere Maybe you play an insfrument2 We'd love to hear you! Messiah’s Worship
Team would like to invite folks with musical gifts to share them in worship. You could sing a solo
or duet...you could play during the prelude or postlude...you could join in on a hymn...or
whatever else might work! Don’t have time in your schedule to be a regular choir member?e
Consider joining choir for a special festival anthem for Christmas or Easter or another special
occasion. Music is a truly a gift! If you have questions or curiosities or ideas about what might
work for you, please talk to Debbie!l

PAL
We have completed 20 LWR quilts and have two more in progress. We meet the 1st and 3rd
Wednesday of each month from 2am-noon at church. Next Meetings: January 15, January 29

BANNER TEAM
The Banner Team meets on the first and third Tuesday of each month. This month we will meet
on January éth and 20th in the church fellowship hall at 1:00. We are making good progress on
our current banner project and want to keep going. Anyone who is interested in joining us is
welcome! Please bring your own scissors because | am left handed and so are my scissors (lol).

Y.O.U.T.H. IN ACTION (YOUTHFUL OUTREACH TO UPLIFT AND THRIVE IN HOLINESS)
The Youth Group would like to thank all the shoppers who visited the Christmas Shop last month.
Over $500 was raised for the youth program! Thank you all for your generosity and support!

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY
The Women'’s Bible Study groups meet on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month
. This month we will meet on Wednesdays January 14th and 28th. We are continuing to study
the women in A Lineage of Grace book. This month we are starting on Rahab reading
pages103 — 130. If you have any questions talk to Nancy Berg, Marilyn Gunn or Donna Combs.

MIDWINTER POWER IN THE SPIRIT
Registration is open for the Midwinter Power in the Spirit, an online gathering February 2-4,
2026. We will learn how the words of 2 Timothy 1:7, "For the Spirit God gave us does not make us
timid, but gives us power, love, and self-discipline," relate to the foundations of Lutheran
faith. The event will feature Bible study leaders from around the
Synod. Visit https://vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit/ for more information, registration, and an
event flyer.

INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR REV. LIZ RADTKE
The Rev. Liz Radtke will be installed as pastor at Christ Lutheran Church in Richmond on Sunday,
January 18th, 2026, at 4:00 pm, at Christ Lutheran. Messiah members are invited to attend. Any
Messiah singers are invited to join a pop-up choir for the service. Please talk to one of the
Pastors Radtke with any questions.
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