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January 25, 2026
Third Sunday after Epiphany

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
To share the Good News of Jesus Christ
and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service.




The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later
on the church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA 23111
Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com

3" Sunday after Epiphany January 25, 2026

Hearing Assistance Receivers are available upon request.
* Please stand as you are able *

Welcome visitors! May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. You
are invited to make Messiah your church home.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

P. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
A brief silence is kept for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are caplive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.
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*GATHERING SONG - Thy Strong Word ELW 511
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5 Give us lips to sing thy glory,
tongues thy mercy to proclaim,
throats that shout the hope that fills us,
mouths to speak thy holy name.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
May the light which thou dost send
fill our songs with alleluias,
alleluias without end!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976
Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

6 God the Father, light-creator,
to thee laud and honor be.
To thee, Light of Light begotten,
praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
glory, glory be to thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
praise the holy Trinity!
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*THE GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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For the peace from a - bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
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praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gracious Lord.
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we

praise you for your glo - ry.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P. Let us pray:

C: Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us.
Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that
come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1-4 Lector

The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by
Assyrian military forces, but they are assured that their condition will be reversed
when God makes a light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will
resemble celebrations of great harvests, because God will deliver them from
everything that diminishes or oppresses them.

A reading from Isaiah.

'"There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the
LORD] brought info contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in
the latter time he will make glorious the way of the seq, the land beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

2The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.



3You have multiplied exultation;

you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you

as with joy at the harvest,

as people exult when dividing plunder.
4For the yoke of their burden

and the bar across their shoulders,

the rod of their oppressor,

you have broken as on the day of Midian.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 Lector

Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified
outlook of the gospel. Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to
human leaders or institutions but to Christ. Indeed, the unifying word of the cross
of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of God'’s salvation.

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

10Now | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you but
that you be knit together in the same mind and the same purpose. ' For it has
been made clear to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you,
my brothers and sisters. 12What | mean is that each of you says, “l belong to
Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or *l belong to Christ.”
13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for youe Or were you baptized in
the name of Paul? | thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and
Gaius, 1°so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. '¢| did
baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, | do not know whether |
baptized anyone else. 7 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim
the gospel—and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not
be emptied of its power.

18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.




*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 171)

n H puannnnttl |
A . IN ! ! | | | I [T | | —] ! 3
V4 1:_IL | | | | P dl | ‘—‘ I d | | d| :
@ i i i o d ‘ = o i

Al - le - lu - 1a. Lord, to whom shall we go?

n H L ] I 1
A r— e ——— Pyt
(CREESE S SSE S SR Saa ~o

You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

*GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23

Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by
Herod. He proclaims the nearness of God'’s reign and calls four fishermen to be
his first disciples.

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

12ZNow when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.
13He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the seaq, in the territory
of Zebulun and Naphtali, 4so that what had been spoken through the prophet
Isaiah might be fulfilled:
15¥Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
on the road by the seq, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—
16the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
light has dawned.”
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
has come near.”

18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were
fishers. Y And he said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of people.’
20|mmediately they left their nets and followed him. 2! As he went from there, he
saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat
with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them.
2|mmediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every
sickness among the people.

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.



CHILDREN'S SERMON

SERMON Pastor Ryan Radtke
*HYMN OF THE DAY - Will You Come and Follow Me/The Summons ELW 798
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pray’t in you and  you in me?”’
mean  in you and  you in me?”’
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional

Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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*CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A:

A:
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As God's beloved children united in Chirist, let us pray for the church, the
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission of the gospel
to the church in every land. Guide the newly baptized and deepen the faith
of all who follow Christ. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for the gift
of life. Teach us to live as wise stewards, sharing the earth’s resources with all
inhabitants of this garden planet. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the measure of
Christ. Free any who are unjustly accused or wrongly condemned. We pray
for those in authority. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Holy Lover, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, and any who
are sick (especially). We pray for all who are affected by natural disasters.
Provide for their needs and relieve their suffering. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ. Nurture in
us a spirit of patience and respect, that we may love one another as you
love us. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



0

C:

Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide us until we
come at last info the communion of all your saints in light. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of all relationships, bless this branch of the body of Christ that is Messiah
Lutheran Church. Strengthen all its relationships and weave your love and
grace into each family and household. We especially pray this week for the
Gustafson, Hatfield, and Honan families. Make us your people. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

C:

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God'’s loving-kindness made known to us
in Christ Jesus our Savior.

Amen.

*PEACE

P:
C:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING - You may place an “I give online” card in the plate as a physical offering
*OFFERING SONG - Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutherart Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

and up-hold me

with your free Spir - it
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*OFFERING PRAYER

A
C:

Let us pray:
God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared

for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

& ——

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p. 152)

P. The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P. Liff up your hearts.

C:. We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: ltisright to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 173)
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P:

C:

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P:
C:

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our frespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Taste and see that the Lord is good.
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION



COMMUNION SONG - Lamb of God (ELW p. 174)
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C. Amen
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*SONG AFTER COMMUNION - Praise to You, O God of Mercy ELW 208
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Text and music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A:

Let us pray: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart.
Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of
your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen



*BLESSING
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your
heart for praise + bless you now and forever.

C. Amen
*SENDING SONG - Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ ELW 674
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1 Let us tal-entsand tongues em - ploy, reach-ing out with a  shout of joy:
2 Christis a - ble to make us one, at the ta - ble he sets the tone,
3 Je - suscalls us in, sends us out bear-ing fruit in a world of doubt,
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bread is bro-ken,the wine is poured, Christ is spo-ken and
teach-ing peo-ple to live to bless, love in word and in
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Je - sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929

Music: LINSTEAD, Jamaican folk tune; adapt. Doreen Potter, 1925-1980
Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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*DISMISSAL
A: Goin peace.

Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SBT004183

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Hymns reprinted by permission: Onelicense #A-742533, CCLI #1885060
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS - January 25, 2026

Pianist:

Lay Assistants:
Lector:
Acolyte:
Creeter:
Ushers:

Altar Guild:
Counters:

Live Streamer:

Debbie Walker

(1st Lay Asst.) Glady Hubert (2nd Lay Asst.) Heather Williams
Nancy Berg

Max Williams

Nancy Berg

James & Allen Anderson

Glady Hubert & Andrea Alness-Tolbert

Glady Hubert & Donna Combs

Valerie Williams
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH

January 25 Christian Formation 2:15 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM
January 27 Old Ivy Garden Club 92:15 AM
AA 5:30 PM
January 28 Women's Bible Study 10:00 AM
Hanover Adult Center 12:00 PM
Women's Bible Study 6:30 PM
January 29 Hanover Adult Center 12:00 PM
February 1 Christian Formation 92:15 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM
All Souls Annual Meeting 10:45 AM
February 3 Banner Team 1:00 PM
AA 5:30 PM
February 4 PAL 92:00 AM
February 5 Hanover Adult Center 12:00 PM
February 8 Christian Formation 92:15 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM
Chili Cookoff 12:00 PM
February 10 AA 5:30 PM
February 11 Women's Bible Study 10:00 AM
Hanover Adult Center 12:00 PM
Women's Bible Study 6:30 PM
February 12 Hanover Adult Center 12:00 PM
February 13-15 Winter Celebration (Rescheduled) All Day

Announcemenis

PASTOR RYAN'’S OFFICE HOURS
Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week but aims to be in on Tuesday
and Friday, weather permitting. As always, to set up an appointment with Pastor
Ryan, please call or email at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Beginning Friday, January 30, church office hours will be Tue/Thurs Noon-5:00,
Wed/Fri 10:00 AM -3:00 PM

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE
Numbers For the 3rd Sunday of 2026:

e Average Conftributions to current were $3,755.67
Contributions for current January 18th were $1,640.00
The YTD total conftribution to current is $11,267.00
For comparison, current YTD 2025 was $22,223.42
Designated giving for the 2nd Sunday was $95.00
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WINTER CELEBRATION RESCHEDULED
Due to the extreme cold and heavy snow, for safety reasons Winter Celebration has
been rescheduled to February 13-15. Which means: if you couldn’t make it for this
weekend, you have another chance! If you'd still like to register, please let Pastor
Ryan know.

MCEF NEEDS VOLUNTEERS TO HELP SENIORS IN MECHANICSVILLE
MCEF needs volunteers to help our seniors and disabled persons by providing the
rides they need to live independently. We also need volunteer ride coordinators to
help them schedule rides for medical appointments, to their grocery store or to do
personal business. If you can share a few hours each month and have a desire to
help in our ministry to seniors please contact MCEF Senior Rides at (804) 357-9360, or
by email at: Office@4mcef.com

SYNOD TAPESTRY TEAM — WEAVING OUR STORIES ZOOM GATHERINGS
In 2026, the Tapestry Team invites you to storytelling Zoom gatherings. Weaving Our
Stories invites us to tell stories and listen deeply to one another. Each of the five
Tapestry Threads will host a series of three Zooms to explore participant experiences
about the focus Thread. The second of the three Zooms takes place on January 26,
at 7:00 pm. Please visit https://vasynod.org/ministries/tapestry/ to register and for more
information.

Y.O.U.T.H. IN ACTION (YOUTHFUL OUTREACH TO UPLIFT AND THRIVE IN HOLINESS)
SAVE THE DATE! The Youth Group will be holding its 3rd annual Craft Fair and Yard
Sale event on MARCH 7th from 8am-2pm. Start your spring cleaning now! As the
youth will be collecting items for its own yard sale space beginning March 1st. Want
to be a vendore You may register at https://form.jotform.com/260107232551142. See our
vendor flyer for more details!

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY
The Women's Bible Study groups meet on the second and fourth Wednesdays of
each month . This month we will meet on Wednesday, January 28th. We are
confinuing to study the women in A Lineage of Grace book. This month we are
starting on Rahab reading pages103 - 130. If you have any questions talk to Nancy
Berg, Marilyn Gunn or Donna Combs.

MIDWINTER POWER IN THE SPIRIT
Registration is open for the Midwinter Power in the Spirit, an online gathering
February 2-4, 2026. We will learn how the words of 2 Timothy 1:7, "For the Spirit God
gave us does not make us fimid, but gives us power, love, and self-discipline," relate
to the foundations of Lutheran faith. The event will feature Bible study leaders from
around the Synod. Visit https://vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit/ for more information,
registration, and an event flyer.
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