April 5, 2026
The Resurreclion of Our {ord: aster Day

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
To share the Good News of Jesus Christ
and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service.




The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later
on the church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA 23111
Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com

The Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day April 5, 2026

Hearing Assistance Receivers are available upon request.
* Please stand as you are able *
Welcome visitors! May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today.
You are invited to make Messiah your church home.

EASTER GREETING

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He isrisen, indeed! Alleluia

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P. In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen

P. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
A brief silence is kept for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

C:. Amen.



*GATHERING SONG - Jesus Christ is Risen Today ELW 365
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1 Je - sus Christ 1s ris’n to - day, Al - le - lu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 But  the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - lu - ial
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al - le - lu - ia!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
un - to Christ, our heav’'n-ly king, Al - le - lu - ia!
our sal - va - tion have pro-cured; Al - le - lu - ia!
praise ¢ - ter - nal as  his love; Al - le - lu - 1ia!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - In - ia!
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - In - ia!
now a - bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - In - ia!
praise him, all you heav’n-ly host, Al - le - In - ia!
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sut - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - ial
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ial
where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - lu - ia!
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - lu - ia!

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4
Music: EASTER HYMN, J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708

*THE GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:. And also with you.




* SONG OF PRAISE - Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing (verses 1-4) ELW 389
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1 Christ 1s a - live! Let Chris- ttans sing.  The «cross  stands
2 Christ 1is a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant
3 In ev - ry in - sult, riftt and war, where col or,
4 Wom-en and men, in age and youth, can feel the
5 Christ is a - live, and comes to  bring good news to
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emp - ty the sky. Let streets and homes with
years in - es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing,
scorn, or wealth di - wvide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
Spir - it hear the call, and find the way, the
this and -ty age, till earth  and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in  death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch-ing ev - ’ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where ¢ - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P. Let us pray:
C:

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our

redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power
of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in
the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: Acts 10:34-43

Lector

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a
summary of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus,
whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.

A reading from Acts.



34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that
God shows no partiality, 35but in every people anyone who fears him and
practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 3¢ You know the message he sent
to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 3/ That
message spread throughout Judeaq, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that
John announced: 3 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 3? We are withesses to all that he
did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a
tree, 9 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 4! not to
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as withesses and who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead. 2He commanded us to preach to
the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the
living and the dead. ¥ All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON: Colossians 3:1-4 Lector
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection
reshapes the entire focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden
with the risen Christ in God.

A reading from Colossians.

'f you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on the things that are above,
not on the things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be
revealed with him in glory.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION- Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (verse 5) ELW 389

*GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel
fo proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen!

P. The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

I After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled
back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning and his clothing
white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men.
5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for | know that you are
looking for Jesus who was crucified. ¢He is not here, for he has been raised, as he



said. Come, see the place where he lay. ’Then go quickly and tell his disciples,
‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to
Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left the
tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. ? Suddenly Jesus
met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet,
and worshiped him. 19Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my
brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

P. The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN'’S SERMON
SERMON Pastor Ryan Radtke
*HYMN OF THE DAY - The Day of Resurrection! ELW 361
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2 Let hcarts be purged of ¢ - wvil that we may see a - right
3 Now let the heav'ns be joy - ful, let earth its song be - gin,
4 All praise to God the Fa - ther, all praise to Christ the Son,
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the pass-o - ver of glad - ness, the pass-o - ver of God
the Lord in rays ¢ - ter - mnal of res - ur - rec - tion light,
the round world keep high tri - umph and all that 1is there - in.
all praise to God the Spir - it e - ter - nal Three in One!
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From death to life ¢ - ter - mnal, from sin’s do - min -ion free,
and lis-t'ning to his ac - cents,may hear, so calm and plain,
Let all things, seen and wun - seen, their notes of glad-ness blend;

Let all the ran-somed num - ber fall down be - fore the throne,
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our Christ has broughtus o - ver with hymns of vic - to - ry.
his own “All hail!” and hear - ing, may raise the glad re - frain.
for Christ the Lord has ris - en, our joy that has no end!
and hon - or, pow’r,and glo - ry as - cribe to God a- lone!

Text: John of Damascus, ¢. 696—¢. 754: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818—1866, alt.
Music: ELLACOMBE., German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833



*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A: Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of
everlasting life. Dispel our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in
you. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
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C:

Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May
all the earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be
faithful stewards of all you have made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth.
Where violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy
and life-giving Spirit to transform and redeem. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost
and afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain (especially). Reveadl
yourself to them as the Risen One. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s
resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s
victory over death in word and deed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of
your resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

C:

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

*PEACE

P:
C:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

You may place an “l give online” card in the plate as a physical offering
*OFFERING PRAYER

A
C:

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower
us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and
generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.




*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

*PREFACE
P. Itisindeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY- Allelvia! Jesus is Risen ELW 377
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2 Walk-ing  the way, Christ in the cen - ler
3 Je - sus the vine, we are the branch - es;
4 Weep-ing, be gone; SOr - row, be s1 - lent:
5 Cit - y of God, Eas - fter for - ev - er,
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death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter is bright.
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Splen-dor, the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
break-ing  our bread, giv - ing  us glo - 1y
heav - en to earth, Christ to the peo - ple
Cher - u - bim sing: O grave, be o - pen!
v - er of life, saints and arch - an -  gels,
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Oh, what a mr - a - cle God has in sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing to me.
Clothe us in won - der, a - dorn us n light.
sing withcre - a - tion to God the I AM!
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Give God  the glo - ry! Al-le - lu - ia!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1969 Conteimporary Worship 1. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you
we worship and adore.

You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you
created fire for warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded
us in your image, and with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace
deeper than the seas, you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your
own.

That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you
called to us through the life and death of Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new
creation. We remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection,
which renews the face of the earth. We await his coming, when, with the world
made perfect through your wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be ho more.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and
this meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to
love. Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of
the Spirit, that we may be a living free, sharing your bounty with all the world.

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received
the cry of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and
bound to you in love, we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through
whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy church, now and forever.

Amen.




*LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 208)
. Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come fo the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION - Alleluvia, Song of Gladness Choir Anthem
COMMUNION SONG - That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright ELW 384
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eyes re - stored, thea-pos - tles saw their ris - en Lord!
ev - er raise the wib - ute of our grate - ful praise.
strength and shield from ev - 'ry weap - on death can wield.
e - qual praise, and God the Spir - it, now we raise!

Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

A: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C. Amen



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us how 1o speak peace to anxious hearts, to love
our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

C:. Amen

*BLESSING
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of
the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and

forever.
C: Amen
*SENDING SONG - Thine Is the Glory ELW 376
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Son; end - less 1s the wvic - try thou o’er death hast won!

Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939
Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS, George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759



*DISMISSAL
A: Goin peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluial
C: Thanks be to God. Allelvia!

POSTLUDE

Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SBT004183
Hymns reprinted by permission: Onelicense #A-742533, CCLI #1885060
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS - April 5, 2026

Pianist: Debbie Walker

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst.) Becky Collie (2nd Lay Asst.) Ella Anderson

Lector: Marilyn Gunn

Acolyte: Will Radtke

Greeter: Anita Philp

Ushers: Bill Weaver & James Anderson

Altar Guild: Donna Combs & Marilyn Gunn

Counters: Donna Combs & Erna Jung

Live Streamer: Valerie Williams
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32 Altar Flowers for Easter Sunday given 52
¢ by Donna Comlbs J

>k 3k 3k 3k >k 3k 3k ok ok 3k 3k ok 3k ok >k ok 3k 3k >k >k sk 3k ok >k 3k 3k ok 3k 3k 3k ok 3k 3k ok 3k 3k ok sk ok sk ok ok ok 3k ok 3k ok ok >k 3k ok ok ok sk ok ok ok 3k ok ok ok 3k 3k ok 3k ok ok >k ok sk ok ok ok 3k ok ok 3k ok ok ok ok sk ok sk ok ok k sk ok sk ok sk ok ke sk kk ok

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH

April 5 Easter Breakfast 8:45 AM
Easter Egg Hunt 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM

First Sunday Fellowship

April 7 Banner Team 2:15 AM
AA 5:30 PM
April 8 Women's Bible Study 10:00 AM
Hanover Adult Center 12:00 PM
Women's Bible Study 6:30 PM
April 9 Hanover Adult Center 12:00 PM
April 12 Christian Formation 2:15 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM
April 14 AA 5:30 PM
April 15 PAL Quilt Group 9:00 AM
April 16 Hanover Adult Center 12:00 PM
April 17 Reports DUE for April Council Meeting
April 19 Christian Formation 92:15 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM
Manna Sunday
Messiah Church Council Meeting 12:30 PM
April 21 Banner Team 92:15 AM
AA 5:30 PM
AA Business Meeting 7:00 PM



fAnnouncements

PASTOR RYAN'S OFFICE HOURS
Pastor Ryan will be off this week. We will welcome Pastor Elizabeth Yates on April 12th to
lead us in worship. As always, to set up an appointment with Pastor Ryan, please call or
email at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com.

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE
Numbers For the 13th Sunday of 2026:

e Average Contributions to current were $3,952.92
Contributions for current March 29th were $3,896.00
The YTD total contribution to current is $51,388.00
For comparison, current YTD 2025 was $60,766.00
Designated giving for the 13th Sunday was $180.00

PRAYER LIST UPDATES
It's fime to update our prayer list. If you have news to share about the individuals we've
been praying for, whether for ongoing need of intercession or prayers of thanksgiving
forimprovement, please let Heather or Pastor Ryan know. We will reset the prayer list on
April 1st. Thank you all for your continued compassion and care for each other, for our
extended family, and for our neighbors.

SACKCLOTH TALK
Thank you to everyone who participated in our “Sackcloth Talks.” We learned many
things: that we can have conversations around tough topics with respect and love;
that we can disagree and still be unified in Christ; that social statements aren’t
everybody's favorite style of writing; and that we should keep talks like these going.
Stay tuned for our next study, starting April 19th, talking about the fimes Jesus “breaks
the rules” (thanks, Briellel!).

WHERE'S MY?
There is a new cupboard labeled “Lost and Found” in the Fellowship Hall for kitchen
items that are left behind. Dishes, containers, etc. will be kept for one month. Non-
kitchen items can still be found in the box in the copier room. For more information, talk
to Cheryl Griffis (804-366-0074).

NEW BANNER!
We are excited to be welcoming a new banner to our sanctuary! The banner we'll be
hanging says FAITH. The women who have worked on this project are: Lorrie Albertson,
Nancy Berg, Anita Philp, Donna Shaw, and Karen Umberger. This banner will be
followed by HOPE and LOVE. Many thanks to everyone who dedicated their time and
effortl Please let Nancy Berg know if you'd like to be a part of finishing the seft.

The lilies that adorn the Sanctuary
this Faster Sunday were given by:

Brittany Cramer John & Stephanie Shea
Donna Combs Andrea Tolbert
Lynn Deere Karen Umberger
Erna Jung Debbie Walker
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