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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 

2nd Sunday of Easter       April 12, 2026 
 
 

Hearing Assistance Receivers are available upon request. 

* Please stand as you are able * 
 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. You 

are invited to make Messiah your church home. 
 

EASTER GREETING 

P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 

may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

A brief silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 

of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 

of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later 

on the church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 

http://www.mlcas.org/
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*GATHERING SONG – Now the Green Blade Rises ELW 379 

 

*THE GREETING   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  
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KYRIE   

 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

1 Glory to God, glory to God, glory in 

the highest! 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory in 

the highest! 
  

Refrain 

To God be glory forever! To God be 

glory forever! 

Alleluia! Amen! Alleluia! Amen! 

Alleluia! Amen! Alleluia! Amen! 

Alleluia! Amen! Alleluia! Amen! 

Alleluia! Amen! Alleluia! Amen! 

 2 Glory to God, glory to God, glory 

to Christ Jesus! 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to 

Christ Jesus! 

Refrain 
  

3 Glory to God, glory to God, glory to 

the Spirit! 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to 

the Spirit! 

Refrain 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 

C: Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of 

those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive 

the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 Lector 
 

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the 

gospel to the gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to 

his death according to God’s plan, was raised from the dead by God. Finally, he 

appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah: 

though crucified, the risen Jesus is now enthroned.  

A reading from Acts. 
 

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 
22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested 

to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through 

him among you, as you yourselves know 23 this man, handed over to you 

according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 

killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having 

released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be 

held in its power. 25 For David says concerning him,  

 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

  moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 

 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades 

  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 

  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he 

both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a 

prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put 

one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the 

resurrection of the Messiah, saying,  

 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 

  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9 Lector 
 

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and 

suffering because of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the 

living hope we have through Christ’s resurrection even amid difficult 

circumstances and surroundings. 
 

A reading from 1 Peter. 
 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he 

has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
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unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the power of 

God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this 

you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so 

that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though 

perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor 

when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, 

and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with 

an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your 

faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

*GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
 

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a 

commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and 

his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord. 
 

P: The holy gospel according to John. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were 

locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
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send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 

you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 

  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 

he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger 

in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and 

see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 

  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not 

written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 

have life in his name. 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON Pastor Elizabeth Yates 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY-  Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers (Words) ACS 938 

 Melody ELW 836 
 

1 Christ has risen while earth slumbers, 

Christ has risen where hope died, 

as he said and as he promised, 

as we doubted and denied. 

Let the moon embrace the blessing; 

let the sun sustain the cheer; 

let the world confirm the rumor: 

Christ is risen, God is here! 
 

2 Christ has risen for the people 

whom he died to love and save; 

Christ has risen for the women 

bringing flow'rs to grace his grave. 

Christ has risen for disciples, 

huddled in an upstairs room. 

He whose word inspired creation 

can't be silenced by the tomb. 
 

3 Christ has risen to companion 

former friends who fear the night, 

sensing loss and limitation 

where their faith had once burned 

bright. 

They bemoan what is no longer, 

they expect no hopeful sign 

till Christ ends their conversation, 

breaking bread and sharing wine. 
 

4 Christ has risen and forever 

lives to challenge and to change 

all whose lives are messed or 

mangled, 

all who find religion strange. 

Christ is risen, Christ is present 

making us what he has been: 

evidence of transformation 

in which God is known and seen. 
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*NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 

A: Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do 

not exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by 

day. Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 

  



 

 9 

A: Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to 

the wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of 

subatomic particles. Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 

A: God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and 

openness to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to 

work for peace in their nations. Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 

A: Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in 

any way (especially). Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the 

inheritance you have prepared for them. Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 

A: Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual 

affection. Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody your 

forgiving and sacrificial love. Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 

A: Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have 

joined the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with 

them into your glorious presence. Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 

A: God of all relationships, bless this branch of the body of Christ that is Messiah 

Lutheran Church. Strengthen all its relationships and weave your love and 

grace into each family and household. We especially pray this week for the 

Umberger, Walker, and Weaver families. Make us your people. Hear us, O 

God. 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

*PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING – You may place an “I give online” card in the plate as a physical offering 
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*OFFERING SONG – Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW 182 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray: 

C: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You 

have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and 

thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and 

mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
  

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 

glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave 

himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 

has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 

the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 

with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 
  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
  



 

 13 

*LORD’S PRAYER   
 

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION  
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COMMUNION SONG – Lamb of God  
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 
 

*SONG AFTER COMMUNION – Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise  ELW 204  

 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 

making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love 

our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

C: Amen 

*BLESSING  

P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of 

the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and 

forever. 

C: Amen 
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*SENDING SONG –  Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! ELW 380 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SBT004183 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Hymns reprinted by permission: OneLicense #A-742533, CCLI #1885060 
 

******************************************************************************************** 

SUNDAY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – April 12, 2026 

Pianist:  Debbie Walker 

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst.) Lois Schroeder (2nd Lay Asst.) Heather Williams 

Lector:  Donna Combs 

Acolyte:  Abby Schroeder 

Greeter:  Nancy Berg 

Ushers:  Roger Schroeder & Chris Sondor 

Altar Guild:  Donna Combs & Marilyn Gunn 

Counters:  Johnnie & Becky Collie 

Live Streamer: Teresa Gigante 

******************************************************************************************** 
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******************************************************************************************** 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH 

April 12  Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

   Worship Service       10:45 AM 

April 14  AA         5:30 PM 

April 15  PAL Quilt Group       9:00 AM 

April 16  Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 

   Reports DUE for April Council Meeting 

April 19  Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

   Worship Service       10:45 AM 

   Manna Sunday 

   Messiah Church Council Meeting    6:15 PM 

April 21  Banner Team       9:15 AM 

   AA         5:30 PM 

   AA Business Meeting      7:00 PM 

April 22  Women’s Bible Study      10:00 AM 

   Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 

   Women’s Bible Study      6:30 PM 

April 23  Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 

April 26  Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

   Worship Service       10:45 AM 

April 28  Old Ivy Garden Club      9:15 AM 

   AA         5:30 PM 

April 29  PAL Quilt Group       9:00 AM 

April 30  Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 

 

 

 
 

PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week, but especially aims to be in 

Wednesday and Friday.  As always, to set up an appointment with Pastor Ryan, 

please call or email at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 

 

WELCOME TO PASTOR YATES! 

Thank you to Pastor Elizabeth Yates for leading us in worship today!  We are glad 

you are here to share the Word and preside at the Lord's Supper.  Welcome 

back! 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Numbers For the 14th Sunday of 2026:  

• Average Contributions to current were $4,502.50 

• Contributions for current April 5th were $11,647.00 

• The YTD total contribution to current is $63,035.00 

• For comparison, current YTD 2025 was $65,796.77 

• Designated giving for the 14th Sunday was $145.00 

Announcements 

 
 

 

 

mailto:messiahmechpr@gmail.com
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PRAYER LIST UPDATES 

It's time to update our prayer list.  If you have news to share about the individuals 

we've been praying for, whether for ongoing need of intercession or prayers of 

thanksgiving for improvement, please let Heather or Pastor Ryan know.  We will 

reset the prayer list on April 1st.  Thank you all for your continued compassion and 

care for each other, for our extended family, and for our neighbors. 

 

SACKCLOTH TALK 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our “Sackcloth Talks.”  We learned 

many things:  that we can have conversations around tough topics with respect 

and love; that we can disagree and still be unified in Christ; that social 

statements aren’t everybody’s favorite style of writing; and that we should keep 

talks like these going.  Stay tuned for our next study, starting April 19th, talking 

about the times Jesus “breaks the rules” (thanks, Brielle!). 

 

NEW BANNER! 

We are excited to be welcoming a new banner to our sanctuary!  The banner 

we'll be hanging says FAITH. The women who have worked on this project are: 

Lorrie Albertson, Nancy Berg, Anita Philp, Donna Shaw, and Karen Umberger. This 

banner will be followed by HOPE and LOVE.  Many thanks to everyone who 

dedicated their time and effort!  Please let Nancy Berg know if you'd like to be a 

part of finishing the set.  
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Road 

Mechanicsville, Virginia 23111 

804-746-7134 
 

web page: www.MessiahMech.com 

e-mail: MessiahMech@gmail.com 
 

The Rev. Ryan Radtke, Pastor 

 

2026 CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS 
President   Cheryl Griffis 

Vice President   Cathyrn O’Brien 

Secretary   Cory Gooch 

Treasurer   Emily Reagan 

Financial Secretary  Dona Polesky 

Parish Nurse   Sue Gilnett, RN 

 

 

2026 CHURCH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES/TEAM LEADERS 
 

MINISTRY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES TEAM LEADER 

Christian Formation Anita Philp Anita Philp 

Evangelism Cheryl Griffis Cheryl Griffis 

Fellowship Cathyrn O’Brien Becky Collie 

Property Daren Williams  

Social Ministry Rosalee Duke Stephanie Shea 

Stewardship John Shea  

Worship  Debbie Walker 
 

 


