Messiah {utheran Church
Mechanicaville, Virginia

May 3, 2026
fifth Sunday of Easter

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
To share the Good News of Jesus Christ
and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service.




The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later
on the church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA 23111
Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com

5th Sunday of Easter May 3, 2026

Hearing Assistance Receivers are available upon request.
* Please stand as you are able *

Welcome visitors! May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. You
are invited to make Messiah your church home.

EASTER GREETING
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He isrisen, indeed! Alleluia!

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P. In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P. God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

P. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
A brief silence is kept for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are caplive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.


http://www.mlcas.org/
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Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1860, alt.

Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802-1868

*THE GREETING

P.: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Have mer - cy, O Lord. Have mer - cy, O Lord.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

1 Glory to God, glory to God, glory in 2 Glory to God, glory to God, glory
the highest! to Christ Jesus!

Glory to God, glory to God, glory in Glory to God, glory to God, glory to
the highest! Christ Jesus!

Refrain Refrain

To God be glory forever! To God be 3 Glory to God, glory to God, glory to
glory forever! the Spirit!

Alleluia! Amen! Alleluial Amen! Glory to God, glory to God, glory to
Alleluial Amen! Alleluial Amen! the Spirit!

Alleluial Amen! Alleluial Amenl! Refrain

Alleluial Amen! Alleluial Amen!

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P. Let us pray:

C: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to
share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60 Lector

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so
that the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does
more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he
becomes the first martyr of the faith.



A reading from Acts.

S5 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ¢ *Look,” he said, “l see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.
%8Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 52 While they
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ©Then he knelt
down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”
When he had said this, he died.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 Lector

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We
are God'’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the
mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

A reading from 1 Peter.

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow
into salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and
precious in God'’s sight, and >like living stones let yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. ¢ For it stands in scripture:
“See, | am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”
8and
“A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
?But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you
out of darkness into his marvelous light.
100Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’'s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL: John 14:1-14

On the night that he is fo be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples.
As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act
on their behalf.

~._

P: The holy gospel according to John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “*Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;
believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it
were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? 3And if |
go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so
that where | am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place
where | am going.” SThomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?¢” ¢ Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen
him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ? Jesus
said to him, *Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know
me<e Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’'2 10Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The
words that | say to you | do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in
me does his works. ! Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me,
but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, | tell
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you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do and, in fact, will
do greater works than these, because | am going to the Father. 131 will do
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 4If

in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN'’S SERMON

SERMON Pastor Ryan Radtke
*HYMN OF THE DAY- Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life ELW 816
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Text: George Herbert, 1593-1632
Music: THE CALL, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Outside USA: Music © 1911 Stainer and Bell, Ltd., 23 Gruneisen Road, London N3 1DZ, UK. www.stainer.co.uk.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

RECOGNITION OF MINISTRY
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A:

A

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay

leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your
steadfast love to all whom they encounter. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



A: God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains
and valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and
climate disaster. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

0

A: God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be
instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to
be agents of compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge
and assistance. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Z 0

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve,
provide for any in need, and comfort those who are sick (especially). Instill
caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this world.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support
and to witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among
those unable to attend worship today. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Z0

0

A:. God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so
that we are never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful
departed who withessed to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

A: God of all relationships, bless this branch of the body of Christ that is Messiah
Lutheran Church. Strengthen all its relationships and weave your love and
grace into each family and household. We especially pray this week for the
Alness-Tolbert, Anderson, and Anton families. Make us your people. Merciful
God,

C: receive our prayer.

0

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
C: Amen.

*PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING - You may place an “I give online” card in the plate as a physical offering



*OFFERING SONG - Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW 182
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*OFFERING PRAYER

A

. Let us pray:

C: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You
have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and
thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and
mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

N 09 NOm

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

9
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EFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all fimes and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave
himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising
has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P:

v 0

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your sainfs.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirif,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.
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*LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come fto the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION
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COMMUNION SONG - Lamb of God
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*SONG AFTER COMMUNION - Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise ELW 204
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P. May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C: Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love
our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

C:. Amen

*BLESSING

P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of
the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and
forever.

C: Amen




*SENDING SONG - Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing

ELW 389
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluial
C: Thanks be to God. Allelvia!

POSTLUDE

Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SBT004183
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Hymns reprinted by permission: Onelicense #A-742533, CCLI #1885060
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — May 3, 2026
Pianist: Debbie Walker
Lay Assistants:  (1st Lay Asst.) Teresa Gigante (2nd Lay Asst.) Glady Hubert
Lector: Will Radtke

Acolyte: Dean Anderson

Greeter: Nancy Berg

Ushers: Allen Anderson & James Anderson
Altar Guild: Glady Hubert & Andrea Alness-Tolbert
Counters: Donna Combs & Erna Jung

Live Streamer:  Heather Williams
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH
May 3 Christian Formation 92:15 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM
First Sunday Fellowship-Lunch and presentation by Thrivent
Graduate Quilt Tying

Youth Team Meeting After Lunch
May 5 Banner Team 1:00 PM
AA 5:30 PM
May 6 PAL Quilt Group 9:00 AM
May 7 Hanover Adult Center 12:00 PM
May 10 Christian Formation 2:15 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM
Mother’'s Day
May 12 AA 5:30 PM
May 13 Women's Bible Study 10:00 AM
Hanover Adult Center 12:00 PM
Women's Bible Study 6:30 PM
May 14 Hanover Adult Center 12:00 PM
May 17 Christian Formation 2:15 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM
Manna Sunday
May 19 Banner Team 1:00 PM
AA 5:30 PM
AA Business Meeting 7:00 PM
May 20 PAL Quilt Group 9:00 AM
May 21 Hanover Adult Center 12:00 PM




Announcements

PASTOR RYAN'S OFFICE HOURS
Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week, but especially aims to be in
Wednesday and Friday. As always, to set up an appointment with Pastor Ryan,
please call or email at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com.

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE
Total giving received last week was $1974.00. This number includes giving to current
(budgeted items), designated giving, electronic giving, and other miscellaneous
gifts and income. To see a more detailed accounting of our income and expenses,
please refer to the monthly Financial Secretary and Treasurer reports that are sent
out with the Church Council minutes.

JESUS BREAKS RULES?!
Jesus told us: he came not to abolish the Law but to fulfill it. So why does he keep
going around doing stuff that the Law says not to do, like healing on the Sabbath
and touching lepers? Please join us as we explore all the times Jesus “breaks the
rules” (and how he's actually repairing how we live them).

KAIROS REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
The legendary summertime week-long faith-sharing event for youth who will be in
?th-12th grades in the fall is ready for participants to sign up! This year's event will
run June 21-26 (Sunday evening through Friday noon) on the campus of Roanoke
College as always! For complete information and links to registration, go
to https://vasynod.org/event/kairos/ and contact Pastor Ryan or Dave Delaney with any
questions.

POWER IN THE SPIRIT IS COMING!
Power in the Spirit is an inspirational event for people of all ages who wish to explore
God'’s call to service through joyous worship, Bible studies, keynote addresses,
workshops, and fellowship. It will be held on July 16-18 at Roanoke College. This
year's theme is The Spirit Enlightens, Equips, and Empowers. We are excited to have
Presiding Bishop Curry, the Rev. Drew Tucker, and the Rev. Susan Briehl as our
speakers this year! Visit https://vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit/ for more information and
registration.

SUPPORT OUR GRADUATES
A new service group has been created at MLC - the Graduation Quilt Project
Group. We will be making quilts for high school seniors. This year the presentation
and Graduate Recognition Sunday is May 31. Since the quilt is a gift from the
congregation, you will be given the opportunity to help tie the quilt TODAY.
Questionse See Cheryl Griffis.

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY
Women's Bible Study will meet on May 13th and May 27th at 10:00 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. in the fellowship hall

BANNER TEAM
Banner Team will meet on May 5th and 19th at 1:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall
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LUNCH IS ON THRIVENT!
For our First Sunday Fellowship today, we are happy to announce that the good
folks at Thrivent are bringing lunch! Financial Advisor Brandon Lee Pope and
Engagement Leader Anna Strahs will give a short presentation during the fellowship
time on all the ways Thrivent gives back and empowers their members to give back.
And they'll be bringing lunch!

PS - Thrivent is hosting a night at the new Flying Squirrels stadium on June éth. Visit
Thrivent Bases Loaded with Kindness event to sign up.

MAY IS FOSTER CARE AWARENESS MONTH - JOIN US IN PRAYER
Every child deserves to feel safe, loved, and known. Yet for many children in foster
care, life has been marked by uncertainty, loss, and transitions they never chose.
Behind every placement is a child who still hopes for stability, healing, and a place
to belong.

This May, we invite you to join a statewide effort through Virginia's Kids Belong by
participating in 31 Days of Prayer for Foster Care. Each day highlights a specific
group—children, foster families, biological families, social workers, and others—who
are part of this complex and often challenging system.

Whether you choose to pray once, weekly, or daily, your prayers matter. When a
community comes together in compassion and faith, it brings hope, strength, and
encouragement to those carrying heavy burdens.

Please see the Prayer Calendar for daily prompts and consider how you might take
part this month.

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR: 4H ANNUAL YARD SALE
LCOS is hosting its 4th Annual Yard Sale on Saturday, June 6. Come shop for your
next treasure (at a bargain pricel) from 8 a.m. to noon. Proceeds benefit our
fellowship and property funds.

We'd appreciate it if you could share our flyer with your congregation. Also, if
anyone is looking to declutter, we are accepting donations on the following dates:

Sunday, May 24 | 11:00-noon Monday, June 1 | 92:00-1:00
Tuesday, May 26 | 92:00-1:00 Tuesday, June 2 | 2:00-1:00
Thursday, May 28 | 2:00-1:00 Thursday, June 4 | 9:00-1:00
Sunday, May 31 | 11:00-noon Friday, June 5 | 2:00-6:00

Note: We cannot accept old electronics (computers, TV's, DVD's, VCR's, etc.), car
seats, freadmills.
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