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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 

13th Sunday after Pentecost          August 23, 2026 
 
 

Hearing Assistance Receivers are available upon request. 

* Please stand as you are able * 
 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. You 

are invited to make Messiah your church home. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 

A brief silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Compassionate God, 

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden 

is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 

Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

C: Amen. 
 

  

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later 

on the church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 

http://www.mlcas.org/
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*GATHERING SONG – We Sing to You, O God ELW 791 
 

1 We sing to you, O God, 

the Rock who gave us birth, 

let our rejoicing sing 

your name in all the earth. 

To you, O God, let songs be raised, 

in joyful hymns, our feast of praise. 

 

2 We wandered far from home 

out in a desert land, 

you shielded with your love 

our fearful pilgrim band. 

You kept us safe within your arms 

and sheltered us against the storm. 

3 You bear us through the world,  

an eagle to its young; 

you rise up on your wings 

and bear us toward the sun. 

We ride the vaults of light and air 

and trust in your unfailing care. 

 

4 O God, eternal God, 

we hide within your wings, 

the everlasting arms 

to whom our praises ring. 

Your word is true, your way is just, 

You are the God in whom we trust. 
 

Text: Gracia Grindal, b. 1943 

Text © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 

*THE GREETING   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  
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TEXAS KYRIE   
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GLORY IN THE HIGHEST  

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 

C: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of 

our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that 

we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6 Lector 
 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many 

descendants, so now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come 

soon and will never end. 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

 1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 

  you who seek the LORD. 

 Look to the rock from which you were hewn 

  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 

 2 Look to Abraham your father 

  and to Sarah, who bore you, 

 for he was but one when I called him, 

  but I blessed him and made him many. 

 3 For the LORD will comfort Zion; 

  he will comfort all her waste places 

 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 

  her desert like the garden of the LORD; 

 joy and gladness will be found in her, 

  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 

 4 Listen to me, my people, 

  and give heed to me, my nation, 

 for a teaching will go out from me 

  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 

 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; 

  my salvation has gone out, 

  and my arms will rule the peoples; 

 the coastlands wait for me, 

  and for my arm they hope. 

 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens 

  and look at the earth beneath, 

 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 

  the earth will wear out like a garment, 

  and those who live on it will die like gnats, 

 but my salvation will be forever, 

  and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 Lector 
 

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-

pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which 

we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace 

empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry 

function to build up the body of Christ. 

A reading from Romans. 
 

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be 

transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will 

of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 

yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, 

each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one 

body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, 
5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members 

one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 

prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 
8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in 

diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20 
 

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a 

church that will overcome the very gates of Hades. 
 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some 



 

 8 

say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 

answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus 

answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and 

on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against 

it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 

earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was 

the Messiah. 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

SERMON Pastor Ryan Radtke 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY-  My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW 597 
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*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God’s creation. 
 

A: God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. 

Strengthen and encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that 

they boldly proclaim your word of life to all the world. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and 

wilderness—all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us 

to be wise stewards of all you have made. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations 

experiencing war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of 

relief agencies and peacemaking organizations. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among 

all who struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental 

illness, that they know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this 

day (especially). Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
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A: You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied 

gifts and talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship 

that all may be united as the body of Christ. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died 

in the hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at 

your eternal banquet. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: God of all relationships, bless this branch of the body of Christ that is Messiah 

Lutheran Church. Strengthen all its relationships and weave your love and 

grace into each family and household. We especially pray this week for the 

Martin, McKenna, and McMillen families. Make us your people. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we 

ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

*PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING – You may place an “I give online” card in the plate as a physical offering 
 

*OFFERING SONG – We Are an Offering ELW 692 

Chorus 1 

We lift our voices 

We lift our hands 

We lift our lives up to You 

We are an offering 

Lord use our voices 

Lord use our hands 

Lord use our lives they are Yours 

We are an offering 

Bridge 

All that we have 

All that we are 

All that we hope to be 

We give to You 

We give to You 
 

Chorus 2 

We lift our voices 

We lift our hands 

We lift our lives up to You 

We are an offering 

We are an offering 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray: 

C: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 

you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 

forever. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

 

*PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 

his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with 

all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 

the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

P: Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 

we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
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P: Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER   
 

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION  
 

COMMUNION SONG – Lamb of God  

 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen 
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*SONG AFTER COMMUNION – Praise to You, O God of Mercy  ELW 208  

 
 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray: 

 Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 

with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy 

meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in 

the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C: Amen 



 

 15 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BLESSING 
 

*BLESSING  

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 

always. 

C: Amen 
 

*SENDING SONG –  We All Are One in Mission ELW 576 

 

*DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SBT004183 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Hymns reprinted by permission: OneLicense #A-742533, CCLI #1885060 

A HEARTLAND LITURGY and supplemental songs by Jonathan Rundman 

Songs ©2006 Salt Lady Music (ASCAP). Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Songs licensed independently by Jonathan Rundman. 
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******************************************************************************************** 

SUNDAY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – August 23, 2026 

Pianist:  Debbie Walker 

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst.) Becky Collie (2nd Lay Asst.) Glady Hubert 

Lector:  Donna Combs 

Acolyte:  Wesley Williams 

Greeters:  Daren Williams & Max Williams 

Ushers:  Daren Willliams & Max Williams 

Altar Guild:  Donna Combs & Marilyn Gunn 

Counters:  Glady Hubert & Becky Collie 

Live Streamer: Valerie Willliams 

******************************************************************************************** 

 
The flowers on the altar today are given by John & Stephanie Shea. 

 

******************************************************************************************** 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH 

August 23  Worship Service       10:45 AM 

August 25  AA         5:30 PM 

August 26  Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 

August 27  Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 

August 30  Worship Service       10:45 AM 

September 1 AA         5:30 PM 

September 2 PAL Quilt Group       9:00 AM 

September 3 Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 

September 6 Worship Service       10:45 AM 

   First Sunday Fellowship 

September 8 AA         5:30 PM 

   Messiah Church Council Meeting    6:15 PM 

September 9 Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 

September 10 Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 

September 11 MCEF Patriotic Concert at Walnut Grove Baptist  7:00 PM 

September 13 Worship Service       10:45 AM 

   Rally Day 

   First Sunday Fellowship 

   First Communion 

   Affirmation of Baptism 

   Quilt Blessing 

September 15 AA         5:30 PM 

   AA Business Meeting      7:00 PM 

September 16 PAL Quilt Group       9:00 AM 

September 17 Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 
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PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week, but especially aims to be in 

on Tuesday and Thursday. As always, to set up an appointment with Pastor Ryan, 

please call or email at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Total giving received last week was $2,725.00. This number includes giving to 

current (budgeted items), designated giving, electronic giving, and other 

miscellaneous gifts and income. To see a more detailed accounting of our 

income and expenses, please refer to the monthly Financial Secretary and 

Treasurer reports that are sent out with the Church Council minutes. 

 

WITH TREMENDOUS GRATITUDE… 

After 7 1/2 years, and somewhere around 3,000 posts to our Messiah Lutheran 

Facebook and Instagram accounts, our social media manager Donna Shaw has 

discerned that it’s time to step down and pass the reins.  She will  create posts 

until August 31st.  In the meantime, please take a moment to share thanks to God 

for Donna’s dedication, and for all her work, and share that gratitude with her, 

too!  And, please take some time to discern and listen to see if this is a ministry 

you are called to be a part of.  Please talk to Donna or Pastor Ryan with any 

questions. 

 

MECHANICSVILLE ELEMENTARY BLESSING & CLEANUP 

Join us TODAY at 4:00 pm, at Mechanicsville Elementary School for a pre-

schoolyear blessing and property cleanup!  This is an ecumenical worship time 

and service project together with many of our church neighbors along Atlee 

Road.  Let's worship, work, and pray together, and get the year off to a great 

start! 

 

ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMBERS 

If you are a Thrivent member, you have the ability to request a "Thrivent Cause 

Kit."  Christ Lutheran Church is planning to assemble the Water Filter kits.  So, if you 

haven't already requested it, please request to have a Water Filter Thrivent 

Cause Kit sent to you.  Please talk to Pastor Ryan with any questions. 

 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

Lutheran Disaster Response is providing relief following earthquakes in Colombia 

and Venezuela and flooding across the U.S., as well as the ongoing crisis in the 

Middle East.  Lutheran Disaster Response is already responding, with the help of 

established partners, to give aid and assistance.  Visit the LDR website for ways to 

give, support, and participate, or talk to Pastor Ryan with any questions. 

  

Announcements 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:messiahmechpr@gmail.com
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SHARE YOUR MUSICAL GIFTS AND TALENTS 

Are you a singer?  Maybe you play an instrument?  We’d love to hear you!  

Messiah’s Worship Team would like to invite folks with musical gifts to share them 

in worship.  You could sing a solo or duet…you could play during the prelude or 

postlude…you could join in on a hymn…or whatever else might work!  Don’t 

have time in your schedule to be a regular choir member?  Consider joining choir 

for a special festival anthem for Reformation Day or Thanksgiving or another 

special occasion.  Music is truly a gift!  If you have questions or curiosities or ideas 

about what might work for you, please talk to Debbie! 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Road 

Mechanicsville, Virginia 23111 

804-746-7134 
 

web page: www.MessiahMech.com 

e-mail: MessiahMech@gmail.com 
 

The Rev. Ryan Radtke, Pastor 

 

2026 CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS 
President   Cheryl Griffis 

Vice President   Cathyrn O’Brien 

Secretary   Cory Gooch 

Treasurer   Emily Reagan 

Financial Secretary  Dona Polesky 

Parish Nurse   Sue Gilnett, RN 

 

 

2026 CHURCH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES/TEAM LEADERS 
 

MINISTRY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES TEAM LEADER 

Christian Formation Anita Philp Anita Philp 

Evangelism Cheryl Griffis Cheryl Griffis 

Fellowship Cathyrn O’Brien Becky Collie 

Property Daren Williams  

Social Ministry Rosalee Duke Stephanie Shea 

Stewardship John Shea  

Worship James Anderson Debbie Walker 

Youth Corry Gooch  
 


