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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ  

and to invite all to join us in faith, worship, and service. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

Pastor: The Rev. Ryan Radtke 
 

Church: (804) 746-7134; Email: MessiahMech@gmail.com; Website: MessiahMech.com 

20th Sunday after Pentecost         October 11, 2026 
 
 

Hearing Assistance Receivers are available upon request. 

* Please stand as you are able * 
 

Welcome visitors!  May the Spirit of Christ fill your heart as we worship today. You 

are invited to make Messiah your church home. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 

A brief silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 

compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 

things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ 

Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 

through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  

C: Amen. 

 

The service will be livestreamed at 10:45 am on Messiah's FB page, and that video will be available later 

on the church website and YouTube. Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahMech/ 

http://www.mlcas.org/
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*GATHERING SONG –  Thine the Amen ELW 826 
 

 
 

 

*THE GREETING   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  
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KYRIE  ELW p. 147 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p. 148 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray: 

C: Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured 

out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by 

what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of 

righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9 Lector 
 

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet 

portrays a wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan 

was depicted as a monster swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed up 

forever. The prophet urges celebration of this victory of salvation. 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

 1 O LORD, you are my God; 

  I will exalt you; I will praise your name, 

 for you have done wonderful things, 

  plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 

 2 For you have made the city a heap, 

  the fortified city a ruin; 

 the palace of foreigners is a city no more; 

  it will never be rebuilt. 

 3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 

  cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 

 4 For you have been a refuge to the poor, 

  a refuge to the needy in their distress, 

  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 

 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 

  5 the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place, 

 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 

  the song of the ruthless was stilled. 
 

 6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 

  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 7 And he will destroy on this mountain 

  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

  the covering that is spread over all nations; 

  8 he will swallow up death forever. 

 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

  for the LORD has spoken. 

 9 It will be said on that day, 

  “See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 

  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
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L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9 Lector 
 

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the 

Philippians to rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. 

God’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, 

especially when things around us do not seem peaceful. 
 

A reading from Philippians. 
 

1 My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm 

in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
 

  2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, 

and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have 

struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the 

rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the book of life. 

  4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

  8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever 

is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there 

is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 

things. 9 As for the things that you have learned and received and heard and 

noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 151 
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*GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14 
 

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available 

to all, but the invitation is not to be taken lightly. 
 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven 

may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent 

his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they 

would not come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been 

invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 

slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they 

made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while 

the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was 

enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 
8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 

worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 

wedding banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all 

whom they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with 

guests. 

  11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who 

was not wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get 

in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to 

the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but 

few are chosen.” 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

SERMON Pastor Ryan Radtke 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY-  Let Us Go Now to the Banquet 

Vamos todos al banquete 

ELW 523 
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*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church 

and the world. 
 

A: Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain. 

Empower the World Council of Churches and all those working across 

religious difference, that the world may know your undivided love. Hear us, O 

God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all 

places of natural beauty and restore our relationship with the land. Hear us, O 

God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. 

Renew all communities facing disasters and give your courage to those 

leading relief efforts. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all 

who are sick or suffering (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this 

congregation to open wide our doors and welcome everyone to the table. 

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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A: We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for 

those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: God of all relationships, bless this branch of the body of Christ that is Messiah 

Lutheran Church. Strengthen all its relationships and weave your love and 

grace into each family and household. We especially pray this week for the 

Williams and Williams families. Make us your people. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and 

those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

*PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING – You may place an “I give online” card in the plate as a physical offering 
 

*OFFERING SONG – Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW 184 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray: 

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 

what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who 

gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
  

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 

his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with 

all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 153 

 
 

 

 



 

 13 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 

you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore. 
  

You formed the earth from chaos; 

you encircled the globe with air; 

you created fire for warmth and light; 

you nourish the lands with water. 

You molded us in your image, 

and with mercy higher than the mountains, 

with grace deeper than the seas, 

you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
  

That also we, estranged and dying, 

might be adopted to live in your Spirit, 

you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Together as the body of Christ, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

P: With this bread and cup we remember your Son, 

the first-born of your new creation. 

We remember his life lived for others, 

and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 

We await his coming, 

when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 

all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, 

send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, 

whose breath revives us for life, 

whose fire rouses us to love. 

Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 

Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 

that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
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C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

P: Holy and benevolent God, 

receive our praise and petitions, 

as Jesus received the cry of the needy, 

and fill us with your blessing, 

until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, 

we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: 

through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER   
 

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION  
 

COMMUNION SONG – Lamb of God  
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COMMUNION SONG – The Lord’s My Shepherd  ELW 778  

 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen 
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*SONG AFTER COMMUNION – Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise  ELW 204  

 
 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray: 

 Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of 

Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

C: Amen 
 

*BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 
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*SENDING SONG –  Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547 
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*DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
Text used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SBT004183 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Hymns reprinted by permission: OneLicense #A-742533, CCLI #1885060 

 

******************************************************************************************** 

SUNDAY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – October 11, 2026 

Pianist:  Debbie Walker 

Lay Assistants: (1st Lay Asst.) Marilyn Gunn (2nd Lay Asst.) Kate Radtke 

Lector:  Nancy Berg 

Acolyte:  Abby Schroeder 

Greeter:  Nancy Berg 

Ushers:  Bill Weaver & Gordon Gunn 

Altar Guild:  Becky Collie & Linda Mahovtas 

Counters:  Glady Hubert & Marilyn Gunn 

Live Streamer: Heather Williams 

******************************************************************************************** 

` 

The flowers on the altar today are given 
In honor of the Sondors’ 25th Amazing Anniversary 

 

******************************************************************************************** 
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******************************************************************************************** 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSIAH 

October 11  Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

   Worship Service       10:45 AM 

October 13  AA         5:30 PM 

October 14  Women’s Bible Study      10:00 AM 

   Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 

   Women’s Bible Study      6:30 PM 

October 15  Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 

October 18  Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

   Worship Service       10:45 AM 

   Manna Sunday 

October 20  Banner Team       1:00 PM 

   AA         5:30 PM 

   Messiah Church Council Meeting    6:30 PM 

October 21  PAL Quilt Group        9:00 AM 

October 22  Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 

October 25  Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

   Worship Service       10:45 AM 

October 27  Old Ivy Garden Club      9:15 AM 

   AA         5:30 PM 

October 28  Women’s Bible Study      10:00 AM 

   Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 

   Women’s Bible Study      6:30 PM 

October 29  Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 

November 1 Christian Formation      9:15 AM 

   Worship Service       10:45 AM 

   First Sunday Fellowship 

   Daylight Savings Time Ends 

November 3 Banner Team       1:00 PM 

   AA         5:30 PM 

November 4 PAL Quilt Group        9:00 AM 

November 5 Hanover Adult Center      12:00 PM 

   CoolWell HOA Annual Meeting     5:30 PM 
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PASTOR RYAN’S OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Ryan will be in and out of the office this week, but especially aims to be in 

on Tuesday and Thursday.  As always, to set up an appointment with Pastor 

Ryan, please call or email at 507-360-7276 and/or messiahmechpr@gmail.com. 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Total giving received last week was $32,320.18. This number includes giving to 

current (budgeted items), designated giving, electronic giving, and other 

miscellaneous gifts and income. To see a more detailed accounting of our 

income and expenses, please refer to the monthly Financial Secretary and 

Treasurer reports that are sent out with the Church Council minutes. 

 

A BIG THANK YOU! 

From our friends at Christ Lutheran: “Pastor Radtke, Thank you for reaching out to 

your members and requesting they order water filter kits for our God’s Work Our 

Hands Sunday….It was very special for your members to respond with such 

kindness.” All in all, Christ Lutheran assembled 63 water filters, and a significant 

number of those came from Messiah. Thank you! 

 

ABOUT THE BIBLE:  SHORT ANSWERS TO BIG QUESTIONS 

That’s the name of the book we’ll be talking about in our adult Christian 

Formation time!  Each week we’ll explore some very good questions about our 

Holy Scriptures – what they are, where they came from, how we use them, how 

they shape us.  We love questions!  And remember to stay tuned for more 

information about a new Zoom-based book study starting a little later this fall.  

 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

Lutheran Disaster Response is providing relief following earthquakes and flooding 

in a multitude of places around the country and world, as well as the ongoing 

crisis in the Middle East.  Lutheran Disaster Response is already responding, with 

the help of established partners, to give aid and assistance.  Visit the LDR website 

for ways to give, support, and participate, or talk to Pastor Ryan with any 

questions. 

 

ALUMINUM TABS FOR THE RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 

For the rest of 2026, All Souls will have a Ronald McDonald House Collection box 

in the Narthex. Save your soda can tabs and deposit them each week into the 

cardboard house. When the house is filled, they will donate the tabs. 
 

The collected aluminum tabs are recycled and yield approximately $0.50 per 

pound, helping fund temporary housing and support services for families with 

pediatric patients. It takes roughly 1,267 tabs to make a single pound 

Announcements 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CELEBRATES MCEF'S 50TH 

In honor of MCEF's 50th anniversary and Messiah's part in helping to found it, the 

Church Council had the idea to hold a 500/500 fundraiser.  Here's the 

challenge:  we'd like to collect $500 and 500 cans of food by October 

20th.  Please make your checks out to Messiah Lutheran, and write "MCEF 50th" in 

the memo line.  And look for the special collection bin for the cans.  You can 

bring the canned goods of your choice, and you can always check 

out www.4mcef.com for the current needs.  Donations for the Thanksgiving bags 

during this time will also be counted. Thank you, MCEF, for all you do! 

 

MANNA SUNDAY 

October 18 is Manna Sunday for MCEF. Crunchy peanut butter is on the "need" 

list. Also, some items are added to the Thanksgiving Bag list: Sweet 

potatoes/yams, canned corn, corn muffin mix and anything that you use in your 

kitchen. Thank you for being a blessing for those in need. 

 

 

 

http://www.4mcef.com/


 

 22 
 



 

 23 

 


	Messiah Lutheran Church
	Mechanicsville, Virginia
	Hearing Assistance Receivers are available upon request.
	* Please stand as you are able *

	*OFFERING PRAYER
	A: Let us pray:
	C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave him...
	POSTLUDE

